




An exploration of the ‘Expected’ and ‘Exceeding’ descriptors
within the new Early Years Foundation Stage Profile
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Introduction
This document is the outcome of a partnership between local authority Early Childhood Team moderators and external classroom based moderators in Gloucestershire. It has been reviewed and amended following presentation to a cross LA audience consisting of internal and external moderators from Oxfordshire, Wiltshire, Worcestershire and Herefordshire 
The purpose of the document is to explore the significant difference between the expected and exceeding descriptors within the new Early Years Foundation Stage Profile. Additional notes are included to identify key differences between the expected and exceeding level. The Key Stage 1 level 1 descriptors have been included but it is recognised that they are a ‘less than perfect’ support material at this time.   
[bookmark: _MailAutoSig]It is possible that additional updates will be made to the document; the most current version will always be on our web pages.  www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/earlyyearsteam 

Julia Hawkes 
Strategic Lead for Early Years/EYFSP Moderation Manager
Feb 2014




Comparison of Expected and Exceeding descriptors
	ELG
	Expected descriptor
	Exceeding descriptor  (Subject to change)
	Key Stage 1 Level 1 descriptors

	Communication and language

	ELG 01 
Listening and attention

 (
QA sense checks
:
‘
expect
ed
’ level for Reading rests upon ‘expect
ed
’ for Listening and attention
)
	Children listen attentively in a range of situations. They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events, and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions. They give their attention to what others say and respond appropriately, while engaged in another activity.

	Listening and attention: Children listen to instructions and follow them accurately,
asking for clarification if necessary. They listen attentively with sustained concentration to follow a story without pictures or props and can listen in a larger group, for example, at assembly.
	En1 Speaking and Listening Pupils talk about matters of immediate interest. They listen to others and usually respond appropriately. They convey simple meanings to a range of listeners, speaking audibly, and begin to extend their ideas or accounts by providing some detail




	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors. 
	· Focus on listening and response
	· listening and following instructions
· Asking for clarification
· Sustained concentration  - no props
· Listening in large groups
	













	ELG 02 Understanding
 (
QA sense checks
: Unlikely to achieve ‘expect
ed
’ for this ELG unless also ‘expect
ed
’ for Speaking.
Links also with Reading
)
	Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.
They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events.

	Understanding: After listening to stories children can express views about events or characters in the story and answer questions about why things happened. They can carry out instructions which contain several parts in a sequence.
	En1 Speaking and Listening
Pupils talk about matters of immediate interest. They listen to others and usually respond appropriately. They convey simple meanings to a range of listeners, speaking audibly, and begin to extend their ideas or accounts by providing some detail






	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors.
	· How and why questions about their experiences stories or events.


	· Questions about ‘why’
· Expressing views.  


















	

	ELG 03 Speaking:
 (
QA sense checks
:
An outcome at ‘emerging’ for Speaking’ likely to imply ‘emerging’ in several other ELG’s including Understanding; Self-confidence and self-awareness; Managing feelings and behaviour; Shape, space and measures; People and communities and the World 
)
	Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of
listeners’ needs. They use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have happened or are to happen in the future. They develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events.













	Speaking: Children show some awareness of the listener by making changes to language and non-verbal features. They recount experiences and imagine possibilities, often They use a range of vocabulary in imaginative ways to add information, express ideas or to explain or justify actions or events.
	En1 Speaking and Listening  Pupils talk about matters of immediate interest. They listen to others and usually respond appropriately. They convey simple meanings to a range of listeners, speaking audibly, and begin to extend their ideas or accounts by providing some detail

	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors.
	· Events that have happened or are to happen















	· Imagining possibilities
· Explaining or justifying
· Range of vocabulary used imaginatively

	

	Physical development
	

	ELG 04 Moving and handling

 (
QA sense checks
:
Outcome at ‘emerging’ implies unlikely to achieve ‘expect
ed
’ for 
Writing
. 
For clarification of ‘emerging’ look at Development Matters 30-50
)

	Children show good control and coordination in large and small movements. They move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space. They handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing.










	Moving and handling: Children can hop confidently and skip in time to music. They
hold paper in position and use their preferred hand for writing, using a correct pencil grip. They are beginning to be able to write on lines and control letter size.
	Physical development
Pupils copy, repeat and explore simple skills and actions with basic control and coordination. They start to link these skills and actions in ways that suit the activities. They describe and comment on their own and others' actions. They talk about how to exercise safely, and how their bodies feel during an activity

	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors.
	· mark making 
· Using tools including pencils

















	· Specific physical abilities listed
· Advanced fine motor demonstrated through correct pencil grip , preferred hand, writing on lines, letter size 
	






	ELG 05 Health and self-care:
	Children know the importance for good health of physical
exercise and a healthy diet, and talk about ways to keep healthy and safe. They manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs successfully, including dressing and going to the toilet independently.

	Health and self-care: Children know about and can make healthy choices in relation to healthy eating and exercise. They can dress and undress independently, successfully managing fastening buttons or laces.
	Physical development
Pupils copy, repeat and explore simple skills and actions with basic control and coordination. They start to link these skills and actions in ways that suit the activities. They describe and comment on their own and others' actions. They talk about how to exercise safely, and how their bodies feel during an activity
PSHE end of Key Stage statements   Children can make simple choices about some aspects of their health and well-being (for example by choosing between different foods and between physical activities, knowing that they need sun protection) and know what keeps them healthy (for example exercise and rest). They can explain ways of keeping clean (for example by washing their hands and keeping their hair tidy) and they can name the main parts of the body. Children can talk about the harmful aspects of some household products and medicines, and describe ways of keeping safe in familiar situations (for example knowing how and where to cross the road safely). 

	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors.
	· Focus on knowledge
· Personal independence in dressing

	· Focus on application of knowledge
· Advanced dressing skills specifically noted
	




	Personal, social and emotional development
	

	ELG 06 Self-confidence and self-awareness:


	Children are confident to try new activities, and to say why they like some activities more than others. They are confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas, and will choose the resources they need for their chosen activities. They say when they do or don’t need help.

	Self-confidence and self-awareness: Children are confident to speak to a class group. They can talk about the things they enjoy, and are good at, and about the things they don’t find easy. They are resourceful in finding support when they need help or information. They can talk about the plans they have made to carry out activities and what they might change if they were to repeat them.
	PSHE end of Key Stage statements   
They begin to share their views and opinions (for example talking about fairness). They can set themselves simple goals (for example sharing toys).

	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors.
	· What they like and don’t like
· Asks for support


	· Aware of their own areas of challenge
· Resourceful in finding support
· Talking about proposed plans
· Able to evaluate and suggest change
	

	 (
QA sense checks
:
Unlikely to achieve ‘expect
ed
’ for this ELG unless also ‘expect
ed
’ for Speaking.
Strong links to Characteristics
)ELG 07 Managing feelings and behaviour
	Children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about their own and others’ behaviour, and its consequences, and know that some behaviour is unacceptable. They work as part of a group or class, and understand and follow rules. They adjust their behaviour to different situations, and take changes of routine in their stride.




	Managing feelings and behaviour: Children know some ways to manage their feelings and are beginning to use these to maintain control. They can listen to each other’s suggestions and plan how to achieve an outcome without adult help. They know when and how to stand up for themselves appropriately. They can stop and think before acting and they can wait for things they want.
	PSHE end of Key Stage statements   
Children can identify and name some feelings (for example through interpreting facial expressions) and express some of their positive qualities. They can demonstrate that they can manage some feelings in a positive and effective way. 


	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors
	· Developing behaviour control and self management 

	· ‘know’ and ‘use’
· Indicates higher level of self management, self control & self discipline
· Application of knowledge

	








	ELG 08 Making relationships
	Children play cooperatively, taking turns with others. They take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their
activity. They show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with adults and other children.

	Making relationships: Children play group games with rules. They understand someone else’s point of view can be different from theirs. They resolve minor disagreements through listening to each other to come up with a fair solution. They understand what bullying is and that this is unacceptable behaviour.
	PSHE end of Key Stage statements   
Children can recognise that bullying is wrong and can list some ways to get help in dealing with it. They can recognise the effect of their behaviour on other people, and can cooperate with others (for example by playing and working with friends or classmates). They can identify and respect differences and similarities between people, and can explain different ways that family and friends should care for one another (for example telling a friend that they like them, showing concern for a family member who is unwell).






	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors.
	· Focus on cooperation and positive interaction
	· Ability to problem solve and find effective resolution. 
· Understand concept of bullying 



	














	Literacy
	

	ELG 09 Reading
 (
QA sense checks
:
‘
expect
ed
’ level for Reading rests upon ‘expect
ed
’ for Listening and attention
)


	Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic
knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular words. They demonstrate an understanding when talking with others about what they have read.

	Reading: Children can read phonically regular words of more than one syllable as well as many irregular but high frequency words. They use phonic, semantic and syntactic knowledge to understand unfamiliar vocabulary. They can describe the main events in the simple stories they have read.
	En2 Reading
Pupils recognise familiar words in simple texts. They use their knowledge of letters and sound-symbol relationships in order to read words and to establish meaning when reading aloud. In these activities they sometimes require support. They express their response to poems, stories and non-fiction by identifying aspects they like





	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors.
	· Phonetic strategies to decode regular and irregular
      words
· Strategies to understand story
· Reads some irregular words 
	· Successfully uses a range of strategies to read unfamiliar vocabulary
· Reads many irregular words
· Can describe main events
	

















	ELG 10 Writing
 (
QA sense checks
:
‘
expect
ed
’ in Writing unusual unless also ‘expect
ed
’ for Moving and Handling
)

	Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which
match their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular common words. They write sentences which can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible.

	Writing: Children can spell phonically regular words of more than one syllable as well as many irregular but high frequency words. They use key features of narrative in their own writing.
	En3 Writing
Pupils' writing communicates meaning through simple words and phrases. In their reading or their writing, pupils begin to show awareness of how full stops are used. Letters are usually clearly shaped and correctly orientated.










	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors.
	· Focus on writing phonetically Range of contexts
Cross LA agreement - writing that uses phonetically plausible words falls within an ‘expected’ level and phonetically regular words (i.e. correctly spelt) are at an exceeding level.
	· Focus on correct spelling
· Regular and many irregular words
· Using key features of narrative
	


















	Mathematics
	

	ELG 11 Numbers
	Children count reliably with numbers from one to 20, place them in order and say which number is one more or one less than a given number. Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the answer. They solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing.

	Numbers: Children estimate a number of objects and check quantities by counting
up to 20. They solve practical problems that involve combining groups of 2, 5 or 10, or sharing into equal groups.
(This descriptor has been amended to reflect the increased level of challenge applied to the expected descriptor following the Tickell review.)
	Ma2 Number and algebra
Level 1 Pupils count, order, add and subtract numbers when solving problems involving up to 10 objects. They read and write the numbers involved.
Level 2 Pupils count sets of objects reliably, and use mental recall of addition and subtraction facts to 10. They begin to understand the place value of each digit in a number and use this to order numbers up to 100. They choose the appropriate operation when solving addition and subtraction problems. They use the knowledge that subtraction is the inverse of addition. They use mental calculation strategies to solve number problems involving money and measures. They recognise sequences of numbers, including odd and even number

	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors.
	STA guidance  re Expected Descriptor - The specification of 1-20 refers to the first part of the statement ie. Counting reliably, placing in order and one more /one less.  The second part of the statement refers to the adding and subtracting of 2 single digit numbers so by default goes up to 18 (9+9). There is no specification on the doubling and halving as this is more about the concept and idea of sharing, doubling and halving and it would be up to the practitioner to determine the quantities/objects used.
Cross LA agreement  The doubling halving and sharing within the ELG is in relation to practical contexts and within routines.  Within the exceeding descriptor, it relates to numbers and problem solving.    Estimation in exceeding not expected

	












	ELG 12 Shape, space and measures
 (
QA sense checks
:
Unlikely to achieve ‘expect
ed
’ for this ELG unless also ‘expect
ed
’ for Speaking.  
If ‘expect
ed
’ for this ELG, probably also ‘expect
ed
’ for Understanding.
)

	Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare quantities and objects and to solve problems. They recognise, create and describe patterns. They explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe them.
	Shape, space and measures: Children estimate, measure, weigh and compare and order objects and talk about properties, position and time.
	Ma3 Shape, space and measures
When working with 2D and 3D shapes, pupils use everyday language to describe properties and positions. They measure and order objects using direct comparison, and order events






	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors.
	· Focus on growing awareness - noticing, recognising
· Use of language to describe, talk about
Cross LA agreement  Expected level is about using every day language (e.g. circle, bigger, lighter). Exceeding level is about applying and using correct terminology (i.e. “I’m going to weight this and it weighs / and / or is heavier than….)





	· Focus on doing/application of knowledge 
	

	Understanding of the world
	

	ELG 13 People and communities

 (
QA sense checks
:
Unlikely to achieve ‘expect
ed
’ for this ELG unless also ‘expect
ed
’ for Speaking.
If ‘expect
ed
’ for this ELG, probably also ‘expect
ed
’ for Understanding.
)
	Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.

	People and communities: Children know the difference between past and present events in their own lives and some reasons why people’s lives were different in the past.
They know that other children have different likes and dislikes and that they may be good at different things. They understand that different people have different beliefs, attitudes, customs and traditions and why it is important to treat them with respect.
	History
Pupils recognise the distinction between present and past in their own and other people's lives. They show their emerging sense of chronology by placing a few events and objects in order, and by using everyday terms about the passing of time. They know and recount episodes from stories about the past. They find answers to some simple questions about the past from sources of information.




	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors.
	· Focuses on past and present in relation to themselves and family
· Developing sensitivity towards other children
	· Past and present in relation to others
· Reflective on differences in the past
· Aware of differences in other children and other people – 
· Attitudes and belief systems - broader and deeper understanding of respect.
	


















	ELG 14 The world

 (
QA sense checks
:
Unlikely to achieve ‘expect
ed
’ for this ELG unless also ‘expect
ed
’ for Speaking.
If ‘expect
ed
’ for this ELG, probably also ‘expect
ed
’ for Understanding.
)

	Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one to another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things
occur, and talk about changes.
.
	The world: Children know that the environment and living things are influenced by human activity. They can describe some actions which people in their own community do that help to maintain the area they live in. They know the properties of some materials and can suggest some of the purposes they are used for. They are familiar with basic scientific concepts such as floating, sinking, experimentation.
	Geography
Pupils show their knowledge, skills and understanding in studies at a local scale. They recognise and make observations about physical and human features of localities. They express their views on features of the environment of a locality. They use resources that are given to them, and their own observations, to ask and respond to questions about places and environments
Sc1 Scientific enquiry Pupils describe or respond appropriately to simple features of objects, living things and events they observe, communicating their findings in simple ways [for example, talking about their work, through drawings, simple charts].
Sc2 Life processes and living things Pupils recognise and name external parts of the body [for example, head, arm] and of plants [for example, leaf, flower]. They communicate observations of a range of animals and plants in terms of features [for example, colour of coat, size of leaf]. They recognise and identify a range of common animals [for example, fly, goldfish, robin].
Sc3 Materials and their properties Pupils know about a range of properties [for example, texture, appearance] and communicate observations of materials in terms of these properties.
Sc4 Physical processes Pupils communicate observations of changes in light, sound or movement that result from actions [for example, switching on a simple electrical circuit, pushing and pulling objects]. They recognise that sound and light come from a variety of sources and name some of these.

	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors.
	· Focus on investigative, experiential learning, discussing what is seen and discovered

	· Awareness of Influence of human activity 
· Application of scientific knowledge base 



	

	ELG 15 Technology
	Children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools. They select and use technology for particular purposes.

	Technology: Children find out about and use a range of everyday technology. They select appropriate applications that support an identified need – for example in deciding how best to make a record of a special event in their lives, such as a journey on a steam train.
	ICT
Pupils explore information from various sources, showing they know that information exists in different forms. They use ICT to work with text, images and sound to help them share their ideas. They recognise that many everyday devices respond to signals and instructions. They make choices when using such devices to produce different outcomes. They talk about their use of ICT.

	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors.
	Cross LA agreement  - Difference between expected and exceeding level lies in why children choose a certain technology: i.e. for a specific purpose to achieve a goal.


	Selection for purpose









	

	Expressive arts and design
	

	ELG 16 Exploring and using media and materials
 (
QA sense checks
:
Unlikely to achieve ‘expect
ed
’ for this ELG unless also ‘expect
ed
’ Moving and handling, as depends on child’s confidence in exploring and manipulating m
ed
ia, including construction materials.  
)

	Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour,
design, texture, form and function.

	Exploring and using media and materials: Children develop their own ideas through selecting and using materials and working on processes that interest them. Through their explorations they find out and make decisions about how media and materials can
be combined and changed
	Art and Design
Pupils respond to ideas. They use a variety of materials and processes to communicate their ideas and meanings, and design and make images and artefacts. They describe what they think or feel about their own and others' work
Music
Pupils recognise and explore how sounds can be made and changed. They use their voices in different ways such as speaking, singing and chanting, and perform with awareness of others. They repeat short rhythmic and melodic patterns and create and choose sounds in response to given starting points. They respond to different moods in music and recognise well-defined changes in sounds, identify simple repeated patterns and take account of musical instructions.

	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors.
	· Playful exploration and experimentation
	· Development of ideas and interests
· Specific creative design/purpose
· Combining/ changing purposefully


	










	ELG 17 Being imaginative
 (
QA sense checks
:
Unlikely to achieve ‘expect
ed
’ for this ELG unless also ‘expect
ed
’ Moving and handling, as depends on child’s confidence in exploring and manipulating m
ed
ia, including construction materials.  
)

	Children use what they have learnt about media and
materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories.

	Being imaginative: Children talk about the ideas and processes which have led them to make music, designs, images or products. They can talk about features of their own and others work, recognising the differences between them and the strengths of others.
	Design and Technology
Pupils generate ideas and recognise characteristics of familiar products. Their plans show that, with help, they can put their ideas into practice. They use pictures and words to describe what they want to do. They explain what they are making and which tools they are using. They use tools and materials with help, where needed. They talk about their own and other people's work in simple terms and describe how a product works

	Notes to support EYC’s identifying the difference between the expected and exceeding level descriptors.
	· Using and representing own ideas
· Focus on own work
	· Talking about ideas and processes
· Own work and work of others
· Reflecting and reviewing
· Able to recognise strengths of others
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