
 

 
The Early Years Team 

Newsletter 

Dear Colleagues,  

Christmas seems like a distant memory and already the evenings seem 
lighter, perhaps we will get away without snow?  Although for many of our 
children snow is simply a wonderful play resource! 
 
As you will be aware the government’s response to the 30 hours  
Consultation was published in December and I hope that everyone in the 
sector has had chance to read this document.  30 hours Consultation 
In Gloucestershire we now have our own GCC 30 hours consultation up 
and running, it can be accessed on the funding portal, the Family  
Information Service website and on our own Early Years website. This 
consultation is in a simple 4 question format and I urge all settings  
including childminders to respond to this very influential consultation. Q4 
relates to a proposed Quality supplement payment and links to the role of 
the Early Years Team. 
 
Speaking to practitioners at recent events I am not confident that  
everyone in the sector has fully understood the significance of the new 
limits (imposed as part of the 30 hour consultation) that have been placed 
on Local Authorities from April 2017. These limits relate to how much of 
the early years budget Local Authorities can hold on to centrally in order 
to fund Local Authority Early Years activity. 
 
The National 30 hours consultation response (December 2016) makes it 
clear that Local Authorities will only be able to retain 7% of the total early 
years budget from 2017-2018 and this will reduce further to 5% of the  
total early years budget from 2018-2019. The current Gloucestershire 
County Council (GCC) consultation on the 30 hours highlights that this 
may impact on GCC’s ability to be able to continue to fund the Early 
Years Team and the Early Years Locality Advisers who currently support 
you in your settings.  It is important to understand that if there were to be 
a significant funding reduction it could also signal an end to the majority of 
early years activity undertaken by the team, this could include all training 
courses, Bristol Standard support, the Lead Practitioner programme and 
the majority of support visits.  
 
It is unclear at this point what the full impact will be as discussions are still  
under way, however it would be remiss of me not to alert you to the very 
significant events about to unfold. Moving forward I urge you to make use 
of existing peer to peer support systems including the EXCELL  
Directory.  As further detail emerges I will ensure that our 
 Latest news & updates page on the website keeps you informed.  
 
Best wishes 

Julia 

Julia Hawkes  

Strategic Lead for Early Years  

 Address: 
3rd Floor, The Bridge, Shire Hall 
Westgate Street 
Gloucester 
GL1 2TP 
 
Tel: 01452 427224 
 
Email: 
earlyyear-
steam@gloucestershire.gov.uk  
 
Website: 
Early Years Team 

Inside this issue 

News for everyone 2 

For childminders & 
preschool settings 

5 

For Schools  11 

Spring 2017 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/565668/Government_response_-_30_hours_delivery_consultation.pdf
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/eary-years-team/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/eary-years-team/latest-news-updates/
mailto:earlyyearsteam@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:earlyyearsteam@gloucestershire.gov.uk
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/eary-years-team/


News for everyone 

The Early Years Website 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gloucestershire County Council have launched a new-look website with the aim of making it easier to 
find all the information you need.  Please take time to look at and become familiar with our new Early 
Years website.  Unfortunately, at present you will no longer be able to received update alerts so do 
check regularly for new information.   
 
Newly published on the website are the EYFS Profile data results for schools in Gloucestershire 
2015/16.  These are important for both schools and preschools to be familiar with. 
 
We welcome any comments on the website so do please email us on:  
earlyyearsteam@gloucestershire.gov.uk  

Ofsted Outstanding 
 
The following settings have recently been inspected and have received an  
Outstanding Ofsted outcome.  We congratulate them all for achieving an excellent  
Ofsted report and ensuring the best possible start in life for the children in their care.  

The Co-Operative Childcare Cam  Tessa Engelbrecht  

The Old Station Nursery  Joanne Cook 

Treetops Gloucester  Katy Gaze 

Hugo & Holly Day Nursery (Brunswick Square)  Louise Hill 

Nibley House Nursery  Katie Elford 

Treetops Wellington Road   

Early Years Training 
 

Due to demand for the following courses we are pleased to announce we shall be running them again 
on the following dates.  Please see our Training Directory for further details. 
 
Prevent duty 
Thu 16th March 9:00-10:30  The Farmers Club  30 SPR17 PRT03         Click here to Book 
Thu 16th March 11:00-12:30  The Farmers Club  30 SPR17 PRT04         Click here to Book 

 
Lost Boys?? 
Tue 21st March 9:00-4:00  Nature in Art   30 SPR17 LBT02         Click here to Book 
(Using the course drop down list select 'Lost Boys?? 21/03/2017'.  Please note those on the waiting list have 
been given priority booking for this course.  It will be open to all preschool and childminders from 20th February) 
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The Bristol Standard:   

Quality Improvement for Birth to Five and Play Provision 

 

Are you committed to ongoing quality improvement for your setting? Do you ask 
yourself ‘How does what we do in our setting really benefit the children?’  
 
The process of self evaluation and continually reflecting on what you do enables you to identify how 
you can improve the quality and effectiveness of your provision and how this benefits the children and 
families accessing your childcare service. 
The Bristol Standard is a Quality Improvement programme covering 10 Dimensions of Quality and puts 
the children at the centre of everything you do. 
 
Want to find out more?  
Information on the FREE Bristol Standard Introductory training sessions which are run termly, can be 
found in the Early Years Team Training Directory. If you would like further information about starting the 
Bristol Standard Quality Improvement Programme please contact Sarah Spencer - Lead Officer for 
Bristol Standard at sarah.spencer@gloucestershire.gov.uk, telephone 01684 299763 (Office) or 07879 
487663 (Mobile). 
 
In Gloucestershire settings who have committed to the Bristol Standard Quality Improvement  
Programme include  
Daycare settings - Childminders - Schools - Out of School clubs 
All of these settings have committed to the journey of Quality Improvement to improve on their previous 
best and focus on the benefits for children being at the heart of everything they do. 
 
Bristol Standard Mentor Support Network Meetings 
The Bristol Standard Network Meetings run in each locality on a termly basis - There is an expectation 
that settings on the Bristol Standard journey will attend these sessions to receive Mentor support with 
their Bristol Standard.  These meetings enable a sharing of good practice and information between  
settings who are on the same quality improvement journey; they are in place of individual mentor  
support visits and are facilitated by your Early Years Locality Adviser/Bristol Standard Mentor.   
  
For dates of the next meetings in your locality and to book a place please see the Early Years Team 
Training Directory. 
 
Bristol Standard for Health 
The Bristol Standard Development Group( BSDG) are currently working with public health colleagues 
to write a Health Supplement for the Bristol Standard focusing on 10 health priorities.  This is now in the 
final editing stages and the pilot will be starting in Bristol shortly.  The BSDG are working with  
researchers from the University of Bristol to evaluate the Bristol Standard for Health pilot. Watch this 
space for further news. 
 

Dates for Next Validation Panels 

30th March 2017       18th May 2017 

The Gloucestershire Resource Centre Scrapstore  
 

Will be open from 10.00-1.00pm on  
Saturday 11th February  
Saturday 11th March 

 
 
 
City Works, Alfred Street, Gloucester, GL1 4DF Tel 01452 504442 www.grcltd.org 
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http://grcltd.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f09fa4756bb715b793882642&id=6f4be426f3&e=993444772f


ECAT Spot 
 
Some good news to share this term – We have secured the services of Clare 
Forshaw to work as a Language Lead Practitioner in the county.   
As many of you will know, Clare has long been an advocate for ECAT in  
Gloucestershire and delivers Communication and Language training as well  
as sometimes writing this spot. Now Clare can visit schools and settings in the  
county to support you with developing good Every Child a Talker practice. If this 
would be useful to you, please contact your Locality Adviser to arrange a visit. 
 
We have planned for two Communication and Language two day courses this term, so please do sign 
up for this if you need to develop your practice in this area – Many of the ideas you will gain could help 
support children in receipt of Early Years Pupil Premium with identified delays in language  
development. 
 
Recommended Reading:  
 
‘The Annual report of Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Education, Children’s Services and Skills 
2015/6’ 
The Early Years section reviews attainment for children in the EYFS and has examples of good  
practice.  
The strongest settings, wherever they are located, have particular strengths in helping children  
accelerate their communication, language and social development. 
 
There are also clear comments about the importance of helping children to communicate effectively. 
Children whose communication, language and listening skills are underdeveloped often have restricted 
ways of communicating their needs and wants, which may reveal themselves in behaviours that is  
perceived as negative or immature. 
 
Lighting up young brains – How parents, carers and nurseries support children’s 
brain development in the first five years  
Published by Save the Children for Read On Get On, this has fascinating information 
about how the language development of children in turn affects brain development and 
vice versa, that is informed by the most recent brain research.  The focus and tips on  
working with parents is clear and useful. 

A story and a wish 
 

Once upon a time it was discovered that there was a group of children in 
Gloucestershire who had yet to discover the joy of writing but fortunately….. 
 
Since May 2016, 6 schools and 15 pre school settings have been working with 
Pie Corbett on the Talk for Writing Transition project funded and facilitated by the 
Early Years Team, Gloucestershire County Council.  The aim of the project was to develop Talk for 
Writing processes in schools and settings in ways that would inspire children to tell their own stories 
and write them. Schools and feeder settings were selected for participation from areas of high  
deprivation and with issues around attainment in Communication and Language and Writing. The  
project focussed initially on the importance of working with children to enable them to hear and invent 
their own stories.  
 
In the Early Years children narrate their own imaginative play, and this is where their story telling  
begins. By writing these down and reading them to the children, they began to recognise themselves as 
story tellers.  Sharing these stories with their groups affirmed the children and inspired them to play out 
their stories with each other, and this, in turn inspired more stories and play.   
 
Older children have learned to write their own stories in special books, and their teachers know what is 
important to them, what their use of language is like and what they need to learn next. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjDh-GGptvRAhXHAxoKHSJ9AssQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.katherinemcleod.com%2Fworkshops%2Fchildren_storytelling.html&psig=AFQjCNF9xbO-Na9ILlRmVX5zCohvgwxvYA&ust=14


Practitioners have assessed the children that were part of the project and reported key areas of  
progress such as the number of words children used in their stories, as well as the improved usage of 
connectives, adjectives and similes.   
 
Comments from the children and practitioners  
 
“I didn’t used to like writing, but now I like writing stories.” Jacob, 4 years old 
“I love stories, you can make anything happen.” Amelia, 5 years old 
“We will continue to use Storymaking in our everyday practice.  This project has not only benefitted the 
children but our practitioners now have a better insight into why stories, books, being read to and  
listening are important for children’s learning and development.” Pre School Lead, Gloucester 
“My only wish would be that there will be more storymaking training in the future so others can have the 
opportunity to attend a great project!” Pre School Lead, Gloucester 
 
The schools and settings also worked together to share their aspirations for their children, and build a 
clear vision for improving outcomes for them. 
The project will now continue with visits to the schools by feeder settings, Pie Corbett and the linked 
Early Years Locality Advisers, to review their continued progress and plan for the next transitions and 
into to Year 1.  
 
On behalf of the Early Years Team and GCC I would like to thank all of the participants in this project, 
who have made it a huge success.  I look forward to hearing more and more stories as I visit schools 
and settings in the county……let’s hope that the wish for more story 
making opportunities comes true.  
 

Fiona McMorrow       Senior Early Years Locality Adviser 

Teaching and play in the early years 
 
Ofsted’s Lee Owston’s video is well worth a watch to remind us of how play and  
teaching go hand in hand.  This video is linked to the research in the Ofsted publication 
on Teaching and Playing a Balancing Act; it’s very short and to the point and an  
excellent reminder of the importance of sensitive, quality interactions in play to support teaching and 
learning. 
 
Click the link to watch: Lee Owston, Ofsted's National Lead for Early Years, talks about teaching and 
play in the early years. 

For childminders and pre-school settings 

The Integrated Review 
 

The Integrated Review in Gloucestershire was introduced in the Autumn term through a series of  
briefings throughout the county.  It is important that everyone understands what the Integrated Review 
is and how it fits into the Graduated Approach. There is an expectation that the Integrated Review  
model will now be adopted by all Gloucestershire providers taking 2 year olds.   
 
The Gloucestershire model of implementation is a differentiated model with different levels of  
integration according to the identified needs of the child.  All settings should now be using this model. 
Please click here to see our website for further information and to download the paperwork. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uL3asnZWtyM
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/eary-years-team/resources/the-integrated-review/


 

Sale of Toy Library Resources  
 
Childminder Toy Libraries have been run by the Children’s  
Centres in 10 Children’s Centres across the county since January 
2012. With the news that many Children’s Centres will transfer to local organisations 

by the end of March 2017 these toy libraries are unable to continue to run in the same way.  
 
The Early Years Team have therefore taken the decision to sell the resources from the Toy Libraries to 
settings and childminders for use in their settings. All proceeds from the sale will go to Myeloma UK, in 
memory of Helen Paxton.  
 
Helen was a member of the Early Years Team from 2006 to 2014 and was an inspirational colleague 
and highly regarded Early Years Adviser. Shortly after leaving the team, Helen was diagnosed with  
Myeloma and sadly died in September 2016.   
 
Please join us to raise money for this very worthwhile charity and to buy valuable resources for your 
setting at bargain prices!   
 
  Date: Monday 27th March 2017    Time: 4:00-8:00pm 
 

Venue: The Pavilion, Cheltenham 

Top tips for SENCOs 
 
A huge thank you to all those who attended the recent SEND Forum and for the 
valuable feedback which will be used to inform future Forums. 
 
This terms Top Tip is to have a look at, share and use the Glosfamilies  
Directory. This amazing new resource holds all the information that you and your setting will need to 
support children who have SEND and their families.  Glosfamilies Directory 
 
Please look out for the SEND Audit, which should be with you in February or March. Completion of this 
short audit will enable future planning, both within your setting and the local authority, that ensures the 
inclusion of all children in all early years settings in Gloucestershire. 
 

Payments to Settings and Childminders 
 
All settings should have received a letter from Gloucestershire County Council 
informing them that from 30th November 2016, the council will no longer be able 
to issue cheque payments.  All payments will now be made direct into a bank  
account.  A remittance advice will be sent to you by e-mail or post, showing the amount paid into your 
account and referenced, to indicate what the payment covers. 
 
If you have not already completed a BACs form giving details of your bank account it is important you 
do so as soon as possible to avoid unnecessary delays in payment.  A copy of the form is on our Early 
Years website, Training, under First Aid resources. 
 
This applies to all payments for First Aid reimbursement claims and Lead practitioner support  
payments. 
 
A reminder that all claims for First Aid reimbursement must be received by 20th March, with all the  
supporting paperwork, including BACS forms, to ensure payment in this financial year.  Please click 
here to see our website for how to claim.  
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 Safeguarding Audit 2016 
 
Thank you for completing the Safeguarding Audit 2016. 
It was good to read the positive reflections highlighting how valuable 
you felt completing the Safeguarding Audit was  this year. Do  
remember this is an annual requirement and your next audit will be 
sent May 2107 so please diarise time to complete it. 
 
This year practitioners completing the audit said “the audit is incredibly useful as a tool to help me  
reflect”. “Using the audit helps me develop a clear action plan”. 
 
Some of the achievements shared in the audits are detailed below: 
 Some fantastic joined up agency working with health visitors, social care teams, Families First 

Plus teams, the Multi-agency Safeguarding team as well as working more closely with other  
 providers sharing care.  
 Monitoring poor attendance has made a real difference to outcomes for children. It has identified 

and lead to you providing links to “Early Help” on issues of poor eating and sleeping and oral 
health needs being addressed. 

 Many more of you report you are attending case conferences and strategy meetings and this has 
been really positive to recognising your professionalism and ensuring children’s voices are heard 
through what you have observed and can then share with the other professionals.  

 If however you feel you have not been invited to one of these events, do contact social care  
 direct. They are not always fully informed by parents/carers that children are in settings or with 
 childminders, so please do make contact. 
 
If you have any specific questions you wish to be addressed when completing the audit, please email 
Kay Jones direct for a personalised response. Thank you. The outcomes of the Audit will be discussed 
at the next Dedicated Safeguarding Lead forum  on 10th and 11th March 2017.  
  

Updates to South West Child Protection  
Procedures 

 
You should all have received a recent alert about changes 
to Gloucestershire’s Safeguarding Manual. 
As one of 12 Local Safeguarding Children Boards in the 
South West region, we are part of a consortium sharing 
the South West Child Protection Procedures.  These  
procedures are now updated on a regular basis and are 
online at the following website:  
http://www.proceduresonline.com/swcpp/  
 
You are able to sign up to receive an alert when the  
procedures manual is updated.  To do this, follow the link 
below: 
http://www.proceduresonline.com/swcpp/gloucestershire/
register_updates.html  
 
Please do not assume if you are signed up to the GSCB 
web site that this will automatically subscribe you to the 
new manuals alerts, so please do register now. 
 
If you would like to comment on the new manual, please 

send through any feedback on the procedures to the 

GSCB Business Manager,  

alison.croft@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

Finger food without the fear 
 

There’s been a great deal of debate on 
safer weaning and eating on CAPT’s 
Facebook page after they posted advice 
on the correct way to cut up grapes for 
babies and toddlers. 
 
To help parents and carers who may be 
confused by conflicting advice, they have 
compiled a quick guide written in plain 
English that covers the essentials of 
preventing a food-choking accident. 
 
You’re welcome to print off hard copies to 
hand to parents of babies and toddlers to 
spread this important safety message and 
to ensure your own practice reduces risk 

by following this simple guidance. 
Go to: http://www.capt.org.uk/shop/
Choking-suffocation-strangulation-
prevention-products, click 
on the posters and fliers 
to download and print. 
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Serious Case Reviews 
 

As you are all aware, when we have Serious Case Reviews both Locally and Nationally, the aim of 
these is to explore the experiences of agencies and professionals working with the child and family, so 
that we can learn from them. By sharing the lessons we strive to reduce the risks in future for children 
and families. 
 
You will find that lessons learnt from all SCR’s when published, are shared in GSCB Road Shows, and 
at our Designated Safeguarding Forums and on the GSCB Web site. The lessons learnt should be  
reflected upon by yourselves to ensure you are doing all you can to enhance the quality of your  
safeguarding practice within your setting.  
 
We just wish to highlight a couple of the lessons learnt from recent SCR’s to encourage you to start  
reflecting on these now: 
 
Supervision 
This is an Early Years Foundation Stage statutory Requirement – Pg 20 
3.21. Providers must put appropriate arrangements in place for the supervision of staff who have  
 contact with children and families.  
3.22. Supervision should provide opportunities for staff to: 

 Discuss any issues – Particularly concerning children’s development or well-being; 
 Identify solutions to address issues as they arise; and 
 Receive coaching to improve their personal effectiveness. 

 
Supervision arrangements MUST be in place within early year’s settings to ensure that all staff are able 
to discuss their concerns and have opportunities for reflection and critical thinking around concerns that 
they have about a child. Please ensure these are in place, along with staff having a clear awareness of 
who to speak to about concerns about children as they arise. We must respond to concerns in a timely 
manner and this could mean waiting for your next supervision is not good enough! Your Designated 
Safeguarding Lead must be available to support staff concerns during all hours that your setting is 
open. Quote from “Inspecting Safeguarding in Early Years, Education and Skills Settings Aug 2016”. 
 
Information sharing between agencies should not be seen as a barrier. 
As professionals we need to be confident in our responsibilities to request and share information and 
challenge any discrepancies we become aware of. 
 
Effective information sharing underpins integrated working and is a vital element of both early  
intervention and safeguarding. Research and experience have shown repeatedly that keeping children 
safe from harm requires professionals and others to share information:  

 About a child's health and development, and exposure to possible harm;  
 About a parent who may need help, or may not be able to care for a child adequately and 

safely; and  
 About those who may pose a risk of harm to a child.  

 

Often, it is only when information from a number of sources has been shared and is then put together, 
that it becomes clear that a child has suffered, or is likely to suffer, significant harm. However, when 
professionals share information at an early stage, this should reduce the risk of significant harm. 
Practitioners should use their judgement when making decisions on what information to share and 
when and should follow their organisation procedures or consult with their manager if in doubt. The 
most important consideration is whether sharing information is likely to safeguard and protect a child. 
(Information Sharing March 2015) 
 

You will all be aware that the transition record has been changed since last year to provide a space to 
note if you are passing on current or previous child protection concerns, to the next setting or school to 
protect the child. 
 

If you have any concerns about sharing information, you will find more guidance and support within the 
revised Gloucestershire Safeguarding Manual – Please refer to this if you have any concerns:  
http://www.proceduresonline.com/swcpp/gloucestershire/p_info_sharing.html 

http://www.proceduresonline.com/swcpp/gloucestershire/p_info_sharing.html


Child Protection Training 
 

Child protection training for all practitioners has lots of availability and is fully subsidised by the  
Local Authority for Early Years. It is advisable and recommended by GSCB that ALL staff attend the 
refresher renewal child protection training at least every three years and of course DSL’s the multi-
agency training every 2 years. If staff have never previously attended child protection training, there is 
the induction child protection training. 
 

Early Years Single Agency Child Protection Revision & Update  
Single Agency Child Protection Training - For non-Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) practitioners 
'Working Together 2015' places a duty on all employers to ensure that their staff are competent to carry 
out their responsibilities for safeguarding and promoting children's and young people's welfare. 
 

Early Years Single Agency Training - Induction  
Single Agency Child Protection Induction Training - For non-Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)  
Practitioners 'Working Together 2015' places a duty on all employers to ensure that their staff are  
competent to carry out their responsibilities for safeguarding and promoting children's and young  
people's welfare.  
All Early Years and Childcare Practitioners in Gloucestershire, who are not the Designated  
Safeguarding Lead, are invited to attend a 3 hour training course. This includes all Early Years staff 
working with the under 5's, nursery staff, day care settings, and childminders (who are not the  
designated safeguarding lead) etc. Sessions offered include mornings, afternoons, Saturdays and  
evenings. 
 

Child Protection Inter-Agency Revision & Update - Half day course  
This course is available to all staff who have undertaken an introduction to child protection and are  
updating their knowledge in line with current legislation to meet the requirements to be the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead in settings.  
 

Questions? 
If you have any questions about this training course, please contact the Adult Education Team 
on 01452 583863 or email: adedsafeguardingcourses@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
For all Safeguarding training please go to: http://www.gscb.org.uk/safeguarding-training-development-
and-events/  
Select the appropriate training course and click to book. 

St Johns Ambulance  
Top Tips 
 
St Johns Ambulance 
have developed some 
free downloadable 
posters for first aid 
reminders. There is 

also an online quiz and reminders 
of actions to take in the event of 
injuries, ideal for quick team re-
minders to update you and your 
staff team, between your 3 yearly 
first aid renewals. 
 
Find the posters on their web 
pages and follow the links for  
advice: 
http://www.sja.org.uk/sja/first-aid-
advice.aspx#first_aid_advice 
 

Active Start 
 

“Children should be active for a at least 180 
minutes a day”-  
Physical Activity guidelines for early years.  
 
Active Start supports, up-skills and inspires those working with 
young children. To the aim of helping young children be more  
active and develop lifelong physical skills. 
Joining Active Start is easy for individuals or organisations. There 
are many resources and support that can be accessed, all online. 
Being a part of Active Start is an easy way to indicate to the  
families you work with that you care about their children's active 
future. 
 
Current online courses: 
The Active Start Programme 
Delivering Wake and Shake in Early Years Settings 
 

Visit www.activestart.org for more information or email:  
hollytaylor@activeconnections.org or 
mikesquire@activeconnections.org   
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Tax-Free Childcare: Childcare providers 
 
Overview 
From early 2017 working parents eligible for Tax-Free Childcare can set up an online Tax-Free Child 
care account to pay for their childcare.  
For every £8 a parent pays into their Childcare Account, the government adds an extra £2. Parents  
could get up to £2,000 per child per year towards their childcare costs, or up to £4,000 for a child with a 
disability.  
Childcare providers must sign up for Tax-Free Childcare, before parents can pay them. 
 
Signing up for Tax-Free Childcare 
You can only sign up for Tax-Free Childcare if you’re a childcare provider registered or approved by a 
UK regulatory authority.  
If you’re a registered or approved childcare provider you’ll receive a letter inviting you to sign up to  
Tax-Free Childcare.  
If you didn’t receive, or have lost your sign up letter, contact the childcare service helpline on 0300 123 
4097. 
 
How parents can find you 
Once you’ve signed up to Tax-Free Childcare, parents can use the childcare provider checker to 
search for you, using your: 
 name (the name you registered with your regulatory authority); or 
 address or postcode; or 
 regulator reference, for example, if you’ve registered with OFSTED this will be your Unique  
 Reference Number (URN) 
 
How parents make payments to you 
Parents can use their Childcare Account to make regular or one-off payments direct to your bank  
account. The payment should only take 2 to 3 working days to arrive in your bank account.  When you 
receive a payment from a parent, this will include both their payment and the government contribution.  

Supporting providers with the introduction of 30 hours –  
Free toolkit and training 

 
The Family and Childcare Trust has developed a free toolkit to support 
mixed model partnership approaches to delivering the extended free 
entitlement for three and four year olds. The interactive toolkit is  
designed to help childcare providers set up or join a partnership,  
maximise the benefits of working together and tackle the challenges joint working can bring. 
www.familyandchildcaretrust.org/access-dfes-30-hours-mixed-model-partnership-toolkit 
 
The toolkit was developed following the 30 Hours Mixed Model Partnership project, commissioned by 

the Department for Education (DfE). Family and Childcare Trust supported 16 local authorities to  

increase places for the 30 hours entitlement by creating partnerships between providers (including 

schools, childminders, private and voluntary providers). 

Early Years Teacher training 
 

Please see the attached fliers about the Early Years Teacher training courses 
available through Gloucestershire University.   
Contact Sian Wyman on swyman@glos.ac.uk for further information. 

https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/what-counts-approved-childcare
http://www.familyandchildcaretrust.org/access-dfes-30-hours-mixed-model-partnership-toolkit
http://www.familyandchildcaretrust.org/
mailto:swyman@glos.ac.uk


For schools  

EYFS Profile Moderation 2017 
 
The Gloucestershire EYFS Profile Moderation Plan 2017 has now been published and is available on: 
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/eary-years-team/early-years-foundation-stage-assessment/eyfs-
profile-and-moderation-arrangements/ 
 
Local Authority Profile Moderation Visit  
Schools were notified at the end of January by email if they have been selected for a moderation visit 
during May. 
  
Cluster Moderation  
As in previous years schools are required to organise cluster moderation meetings and inform the LA 
when, where and with whom these will take place. Cluster notification paperwork is on the web pages 
as above.  
All schools must notify the Early Years Team by 26th February 2017 of their cluster moderation 
arrangements.  
 
Moderation Workshops  
These sessions are free of charge and will run during March 2017 in various venues around the county. 
Further details including how to book onto these workshops are in the Early Years Training Directory.  
The session will include an update on all national messages relating to Reception assessment and 
GCC recommend attendance by all schools. 
 
The Standards and Testing agency  recommend - “Schools should consider sending staff to EYFSP 
training if they are not receiving a moderation visit in 2017” 

 
IMPORTANT 

 
For all reception 

 teachers 
 
 
If you are a reception class 
teacher and would like to        
receive our newsletters and 
Training Directory direct instead 
of via Heads Up or the schools 
bulletin board, please send us 
your email address and we will 
add you to our distribution lists. 

Keep in touch! 
 
Remember, if your details change you 

need to update:  
 
Family Information Service on:  
familyinfo@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
Tel:  0800 542 02 02 

The Early Years Team on 
earlyyearsteam@gloucestershire.gov.uk  
Tel:  01452 427224 
 
Our Training Directory, newsletter and Notes of Visit are all sent 
by email.   
Please keep us up to date and remember to check your emails 
regularly! 

Dates for your Diary 
 

20th February -  Close of the GCC 30-hours funding Consultation, please make sure you take time to 
   read and respond to this important consultation 
20th February - Early Years SEND audit to be sent to all EY settings, deadline for completion 13th 
   March 
26th February -  Deadline for schools to notify Early Years team of their cluster moderation  
   arrangements.  

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/eary-years-team/early-years-foundation-stage-assessment/eyfs-profile-and-moderation-arrangements/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/eary-years-team/early-years-foundation-stage-assessment/eyfs-profile-and-moderation-arrangements/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/12338/ey-training-directory-spring-2017.pdf
mailto:familyinfo@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:earlyyearsteam@gloucestershire.gov.uk

