
 
Refurbished School Room 
 The staff are very much appreciating the newly 
furbished schoolroom. It is good to have a great-
er amount of storage space, all of the same de-
sign and it makes it much easier to find the re-
sources that we need. It has greatly improved the 
appearance of the room and has been achieved 
through the generosity of the Pied Piper charity. 
As we reported in last term’s newsletter, we had 
an Open Afternoon providing Cream Teas to visi-
tors and this featured on a video “A Day in the 
Life of Gloucestershire Hospitals”. We now have 
a notice board outside the schoolroom, which is a 
better position to promote the work that the chil-
dren achieve and activities that pupils can en-
gage in whilst there. We have bought a table with 
a zoo painted as its top for reception and KS1  
pupils which children have enjoyed using. 

 
Link to video:  
https://www.nhsglos.com/awards2013 
 
 Jamie McDonald’s father and cousin called 
into the schoolroom to take some pictures and for 
us to give a message to pass on to Jamie. Jamie 
has done a huge amount of fundraising for Pied 
Piper, bicycling across continents and is still 
fundraising in Canada, by walking across the 
Rockies. 
Jamie’s progress can be seen on: 
www.jamiemcdonald.org 
www.facebook.com/jamiemcdonald.org 

Book Week 
This happened in October and we chose a theme 
of Alice in Wonderland. The staff dressed up as 
Alice, the Mad Hatter and the Queen of Hearts 
and then they and the children made jam tarts, 
which were used to tempt staff and patients to 
enjoy them and make donations. The money 
raised, £37.50, was added to the Children in 
Need collection.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff dressed up as Alice in Wonderland  
characters and with Izzy. 
 
 To celebrate Book Week, the books of Oli-
ver Jeffers were studied – in particular The Way 
Back Home. The children working in the school-
room were of different ages but worked collabo-
ratively and it was evident that they enjoyed the 
book as they took part in the activities with enthu-
siasm. These activities included sharing ideas 
about the front and back cover, writing diary en-

tries, analysing the 
characters, record-
ing their conversa-
tions and how they 
could fix their broken 
down machines. 
 
Izzy with her “Way 
Back Home story” 
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This is an extract from Maya’s diary: 
Dear Diary  
I came back from sailing today - it was really tiring. 
I took my route for the long walk home, eventually 
arriving back. I huffed in relief as soon as I got 
through the door; I didn’t want to do anything but 
sleep and rest. 
Suddenly when opening the cupboard to put my 
boat back, I saw a glimpse of a red shiny surface. 
I was curious and dug a little deeper to see what 
this red shining thing was. After a while wrestling 
through the junk in the cupboard, I got to it in the 
back of my jam-packed space, It was a big red 
shiny aeroplane. I’d never seen it in here before 
(never the less my cupboard is quite messy!) I 
was ready to fly the plane, so I put my aeroplane 
gear on and jumped in; I turned the engine on and 

set off, the plane soon 
coming off the ground, I 
went higher and higher 
till I was surrounded by 
pure darkness and  
glittering stars. 
 And Izzy’s character 
description: 
The boy was happy and 
felt adventurous as he 
was going on an aero-

plane. It then broke down so he landed on the 
moon. The boy was then sad and scared because 
he didn’t know his way back home. Then the  
Martian came so he felt pleased. 

Other books that were studied and used as a prompt 
for the children’s story writing were  
“Angelina Ballerina”  
and the following is an extract 
from Elizabeth; 
Angelina the Mouse  
By the time she had freshened up 
it was lunchtime so she scrambled 
through the fridge to find something to eat. Searching 
around, she found a tin of scrumptious baked beans. 
She was about to heat them up in the saucepan when 
there was a knock at the door. She therefore gracefully 
made her way to the door but she accidently walked 
into it instead! Billy the mouse, who was her caring 
friend, knocked down the door violently to see if Ange-
lina was alright. When he got in he saw her sat on her 
bed trembling and crying so he ran up to her to see 
what was the matter. 
She sadly said to him, making very long pauses in be-
tween all of her words, “my make-up - its  
ruined!” 
Billy put his arm around her and said with a calm voice 
“don’t worry I’ll take you to a make-up parlour where 

and “The Boy in the Striped  
Pyjamas” by Makenzie who as 
it was near Christmas, wrote a 
diary by Bruno about his 
Christmas Day: 

There was plenty leftover, so I quickly 
snatched a few pieces up for Schmuel 
to have, when I went to visit him. 
When he saw me he looked awfully 
sad. I gave him what was left of the cold meat I had 
brought. Then I told him all about my Christmas pre-
sents and Christmas dinner. I could see in his eyes and 
the way his mouth was watering that he was jealous, 
so I stopped talking about my day and asked him about 
his. Schmuel just looked at the dry, dusty ground be-
neath him. He just ignored me! I felt so spoilt! How 
could I have been so selfish? He didn’t say anything for 
a while and neither did I.  Then I asked him, ‘‘When will 
I would be allowed to come over to your side of the 
fence?’’ 
 
And “Dog Biscuit” by Helen Cooper, which  
Jasmine used to write her own version: 
Clarice’s Adventures  
Clarice and Bridget were excited as they ran off on 
an adventure in the 
playground. They 
raced to the band-
stand. There were 
some band players 
but their guitar sud-
denly broke. So they 
had to go and get a 
new one for £100. 
Before Clarice and 
Bridget were able to 
play on the  
instruments, they 
heard Bridget’s Mum calling them. They had to go 
to the Dentist with her! 
 
 
Practical Science 
In Science the pupils 
were interested in inves-
tigating the effects of a 
variety of liquids on the 
surface of their teeth. 
They obviously couldn’t 
use their own teeth, so 
substituted egg shell for 
them. They set up a fair 
test to examine the  
effect of water, orange juice, cola and vinegar. 
They found that the cola damaged the surface of 
the shell the most. A good learning point! 



Music Therapy 
 
Pupils enjoy Music Therapy with Misha, either in 
small groups or individually. In this session pupils 
wrote their own song and played a variety of instru-
ments 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Technology 
 
 

Scott and Thea enjoying making pizzas in Food 
Technology with Kath. 

Topic 
Environments was our chosen topic this term 
and one Teacher chose to look at it from an en-
vironmental view point – the 3 “R’s”  - recycle, re
-use and reduce.   Pupils identified items that 
can be recycled and the benefits of reducing our 
waste  and looked at ways we could improve. 
Pupils investigated ways to look after the envi-
ronment now and safeguard the future through 
sustainable development. 
 
The other Teacher looked at it from a landscape 
angle and chose the contrasting work of David 
Hockney and LS Lowry. In painting his York-
shire countryside scenery, Hockney used bright 
colours to portray its Dales, fields and country 
lanes whilst LS Lowry’s portrayed Lancashire’s 
urban industrial towns in more neutral colours 
with scenes of factories, terraced housing and 
his signature matchstick people and animals. 
The pupils researched one of the artist’s lives in 
order to write a short biography and then chose 
a painting to recreate it in the artist’s style.  
 
In Izzy’s words, “Hockney paints lovely land-
scapes of the countryside in bright colours, 
which are peaceful and quiet. His paintings have 
lots of greens in them.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elizabeth’s painting of matchstick people in 
Lowry’s style. 

Saffron painted her interpretation of a  
landscape after looking at the work of both Low-
ry and Hockney. Elliot learning techniques from Kath. 



 

 
We had an excellent result for this and we were 
supported in this by Karen, one of the parents. 
For a change this year we sold the wristbands  
designed for Children in Need, which sold well 
and offered the parents, children and staff jam 
tarts and cakes. An excellent amount – £220.27 
was raised. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Examples of IT work 
Mackenzie W demonstrated pro-
gression in her IT skills, having 
learnt how to use Word  
auto-shapes to draw 2D  
patterns  in the style of  
William Morris, she then  
designed a Remem- brance  
poppy using 3D auto-shapes. 
 
Elizabeth used the art software Dazzle 03 to  
create a Halloween card. She had excellent 
drawing skills, particularly for people, which can 
be seen here and also in her Lowry painting.  

Jasmine showing great skill and enjoying  
making jam tarts in order to fundraise for  

Children in Need. 

Cake making for  
Children in Need -  
Jasmine and Izzy. 

Izzy getting ready to set off round the Children’s 
Ward to fundraise! 

The Playroom 
were face painting 
for Children in 
Need so George 
had his face done 
as Pudsey and he 
came round with 
us to support us in 
our fund raising 
too. 

George also had 
his face painted 
during Book 
Week and having 
had his face 
painted as a  
Pirate, he had 
some Pirate 
books read to 
him, together with 
doing a hand over 
hand painted self 
portrait. 


