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Local Authority Statutory Moderation: 2017 Key Stage 2 Writing Teacher Assessment 

 
Academies and free schools must choose which local authority (LA) is responsible for external moderation of 
English writing at the end of Key Stage 2 (KS2).  Once established, the statutory responsibility for moderating 
teacher assessment (TA) judgements in writing at the end of KS2 is held by the appointed LA.  All schools to 
which this applies must be included in the formal moderation arrangements at least once in a four year cycle.  
Each year, Gloucestershire LA appoints and trains a team of skilled KS2 practitioners – with recent and relevant 
experience of KS2 writing assessment and internal/external moderation – to moderate teacher assessments so 
that judgements across the LA are consistent with national standards. 
 
The KS2 2017 teacher assessment external moderation statutory guidance sets out the external moderation 
process: ‘To confirm that a pupil within the sample has met the specified standards within the interim TA 
framework, the LA external moderator(s) must review the presented pupil’s work and hold a professional 
discussion with the Y6 teacher(s).  The pupil’s work must show that they consistently demonstrate attainment in 
line with the wording of all the ‘pupil can’ statements within the standard they have been awarded, taking 
account of any qualifiers.’  (section 4.1, p6-7) 
 
Where the external moderator and Year 6 staff disagree on the accuracy of an assessment judgement, the 
external moderator is required to inform the headteacher so that the process outlined below can commence. 
 

Appeals Procedure 
 

1. If a school and LA external moderator cannot agree on the accuracy of an assessment judgement for a 
pupil/group of pupils, the external moderator will complete a handwritten ‘Actions Arising’ form with 
the headteacher and Year 6 teacher(s) before leaving the school.  This must include the earliest date on 
which an appointment for a re-visit can be made and the school will retain one copy of the form. 
 

2. The LA external moderator will provide an electronic version of the ‘Action Arising ‘ form within 24 
hours  of the visit and send to assessment@gloucestershire.gov.uk.  
 

3. Within two working days of receipt of the electronic ‘Actions Arising’ form, the LA moderation manager 
will contact both the LA external moderator and the headteacher of the school to discuss the issues.  
The outcomes from these discussions will inform the next steps in the process. 
 

4. The LA moderation manager will arrange for a different LA external moderator and/or LA officer to 
contact the school to confirm a visit in order to re-moderate the work.  This visit will take place as soon 
as possible after the original visit and no later than two days before the required date for submission of 
TA data via NCA tools on Thursday 29 June. 
 

5. The LA external moderator/LA officer will complete a revised ‘Agreed outcomes’ form on site, with the 
headteacher and Year 6 teacher(s) present.  This should be signed by the LA external moderator/LA 
officer and the headteacher (or delegate).  A revised note of visit will be completed after the school visit 
and sent to the school.  The school must report the validated TA as agreed. 

 
6. In the event that agreement is not reached at the re-moderation visit, the school will have the 

opportunity to request that a different LA conduct ‘either a second external moderation visit or a review 
of evidence in their appeals process.’ (KS2 2017 TA external moderation, section 4.6)            
Gloucestershire LA has agreed a reciprocal arrangement with Worcestershire LA to fulfil this role.  This 
will be arranged by Jane Howard, moderation manager for Worcestershire LA.  The outcome of this 
external moderation visit will be final. 
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