
 

 
The Early Years Team 

Newsletter 

Dear Colleagues,  
 
Welcome back to another Academic year, Autumn is definitely upon us 
but I am not sure it is the Indian summer that was predicted!  Hopefully 
you managed to find some sun somewhere during the summer months. 
 
This is usually a very busy time for the Early Years Team with the roll out 
of new training sessions, however those of you who booked for this term 
will know that we have had to postpone several planned courses. The 
Early Years Team is currently part of a ‘reshape’ taking place within the 
county council and this is having an impact on what the team has  
capacity to deliver. The reshape will significantly impact on the  
composition and role of the Early Years Team moving forward. The initial 
consultation phase has now concluded and I anticipate that the sector will 
be formally notified of outcomes and changes soon.  I will ensure that as 
soon as I am able any updates are circulated to the Early Years sector 
and posted on our website. 
 
I would like to remind everyone that the EXCELL directory is available for 
all to view on our website and we are delighted that the Family  
Information Service have agreed to include a link to the directory on their 
practitioners zone. The Directory is a showcase of Outstanding early 
years practitioners who have elected to promote themselves in order to 
offer support to other settings.  It is organised entirely by the setting  
seeking support and the setting offering support.  The Directory includes 
details about the type of setting, their contact details and the aspects of 
practice that the setting feels are their areas of expertise. 
EXCELL members will provide many different types of support for  
settings, this may include: 
 Demonstrating best practice in their own setting, and welcoming 

visitors from other settings 
 Offering follow-on support for individual practitioners who have  
 visited their setting to observe best practice 
 Leading/facilitating a CPD event for practitioners 
 Sharing specific expertise, for example in early language  
 development, Story Making or the enabling environment. 
Please take time to consider whether this type of peer to peer support 
may be useful to you in developing practice within your setting.  
For further information use the link below: 
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-team/peer-to-peer-support/
the-excell-directory/ 
 
I hope that you have a successful and happy Autumn term.  
 
Best wishes 
 
Julia 
 
Julia Hawkes  
Strategic Lead for Early Years  

 Address: 
3rd Floor, The Bridge,  
Shire Hall 
Westgate Street 
Gloucester 
GL1 2TP 
 
Tel:  01452 427224 
 
Email: 
 earlyyear-
steam@gloucestershire.gov.uk  
 
Website: 
Early Years team 
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News for everyone 

ECAT Spot 
 

The Power of Language 
“As we start another school year, I have been reflecting on my first teaching  
experiences in a Reception Class in an inner London school. During the first week of  
the term I made a rookie mistake.  I asked the children to take off their clothes and 
get ready for PE. The children followed my instructions very keenly, and just as the 
Head teacher popped in to see how I was doing, about half the children were standing completely  
naked on the carpet. It’s amazing how quickly you learn the need to choose your language carefully 
with young children after an experience like that!”  Fiona McMorrow 
 
Getting transitions right for children with delays in language development is absolutely crucial.  We all 
know that children starting school or moving on to new rooms or settings can be very anxious and 
stressed, and learning can’t happen when children are feeling overwhelmed by stress hormones.  
By focussing on the transition process throughout the year and making plans together, schools and  
settings can make changes that will help to ensure that children understand what is happening in a  
relaxed way.  Simple plans to share the same words for clothing, toilets, times of the day, places etc, 
can make a big difference to how at home children feel.  Toilet, loo, lavatory, are all ways we refer to 
the same thing, and for some children with language delay, this is not obvious.  Find out the key words 
vulnerable children use for key objects and actions and make sure that they are used consistently 
across settings and school.  Tuning in to children at such a micro scale really helps you to think about 
the way they see the world and helps them to understand, be understood and hopefully relax. 

 
Our new document:   
Pre-School/Reception termly tips to support the effective transition journey 
has lots of advice and guidance to support you in planning for the best way 
to help your children to take their next steps on their learning journey  
confidently.  You can see a shortened version on the next page.   
The full version will be published on our website shortly.    

Professional Development Opportunities in Speech, Language  
and Communication  

 
Looking to gain a qualification in speech, language and communication? ICan’s Level 
3 accredited qualification in Supporting Children and Young People’s Speech, Language and  
Communication aims to boost your knowledge and skills in: 
 observing and recognising stages of development in speech, language and communication 
 helping you to identify children who are experiencing difficulties 
 developing your confidence in working with parents to support their child’s speech, language and 
 communication development 
 identifying approaches to support the speech, language and communication development of  
 children and young people learning more than one language 
 
Who is it for? 
The Award is relevant for practitioners in a wide range of settings but it is particularly relevant to those 
working directly with children and young people (aged 0-25) in learning and development roles such as 
early years practitioners, teachers and teaching assistants. 
 
Would you like to gain your qualification online? 
Platform 3 is an evidence based, online route to completing the Level 3 Award. You are able to study 
towards an accredited qualification at your own pace and at a time that’s convenient for you. 

http://community.ican.org.uk/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.platform3online.org.uk%2ffind-out-about-the-level-3-qualification.html&srcid=26906&srctid=1&erid=8530064&trid=09c2545d-24e5-4af4-8d9e-a8371d30c634
http://community.ican.org.uk/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.platform3online.org.uk%2ffind-out-about-the-level-3-qualification.html&srcid=26906&srctid=1&erid=8530064&trid=09c2545d-24e5-4af4-8d9e-a8371d30c634
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjg-tv5wbbWAhUDvRQKHQC_B4oQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fglotime.org%2Fsummer-born-babies%2F&psig=AFQjCNGEPCrYg3kOAiPknokISE29hwSzCA&ust=1506091337477071


Transition from pre-school to school 
 

The result of endless discussion and research has shown that transition is most effective when it is 
considered by all involved as a journey rather than a process. This journey should consider  
relationships, interactions and sharing of information as key to its success. The journey should involve 
equal opportunities for every child. The table shows some top tips for pre-schools and schools to  
consider throughout the term to aid a smooth journey for every child.  
 

 
 
 
Keep an eye on the early years team website for more information and ideas  
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-team/  

Both Pre-School School 

Autumn Term Consider key person involvement 
for first few weeks 

Create a photo book about school to 
share with all settings 

Review transition policy Register to receive school  
newsletters 

Create opportunities to build  
relationships with all settings 

Evaluate last year and make 
changes 

Invite schools to your events Identify a transition co-ordinator 

Meet together (October) to  
discuss this year’s intake 

Arrange regular moderation  
meetings to include school 

Add all early years providers to your 
school distribution list 

  Photo books or talking photo  
albums in book corner 

Set up a reception class blog 

  EYFS parent evenings   

  Opportunities to support  
children’s independence 

  

  Staff swap opportunities   

Spring Term Range of uniform in dressing up Provide information to pre-schools 
about your school so that they can 
share with parents 

Continue to make links and build 
relationships 

Provide information about all local 
schools for parents 

Continue to build relationships 

Organise/attend network  
meetings for all stakeholders to 
discuss the transition journey 

Teach children strategies to  
manage change 

  

Introduce SENCOs from each 
setting and involve in any  
network meetings. 

Find out about school routines 
and teach children the skills they 
will need to manage these 

  

  Discuss transition with parents to 
discover their chosen schools 

  

Summer Term Inform yourself of how each 
child’s classroom works so that 
you can have reassuring  
conversations with children 

Analyse transition records to plan for 
new term 

Arrange or attend network  
meetings 

Inform school that children will be 
coming from your setting 

Plan orientation visits for all  
children 

Organise transition face to face 
meetings for all children 

Plan information sharing  
meetings for parents to relieve 
anxieties 

Plan home visits – how will you get 
information from those who refuse 

Plan together the expectation of 
visits to settings 

Plan opportunities for children to 
experiment with their thoughts 
and experiences of schools 

Plan regular setting visits/staff 
swaps 

Cameras are good tools for  
children to use to share their 
thoughts and feelings 

Plan regular listening times for 
staff and children 

Parents induction meeting following 
first orientation visits 

Consider the transition of all  
children 

Share learning journeys Send Postcards to welcome new 
children from current cohort 

  Have a clear policy for returning 
children during first weeks 

  

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-team/


The Bristol Standard:   

Quality Improvement for Birth to Five and Play Provision 

 
 
What is The Bristol Standard? 
The Bristol Standard is recognised nationally as an outstanding self-evaluation 
framework and the benefits and impact of its approach have been well evidenced. 

Through team reflection and discussion, the strengths of the setting are celebrated and future priorities 
become clear. The Bristol Standard enables practitioners to talk more knowledgeably about what they 
do, why they do it and the difference it is making for children and families in their care. Settings who 
engage with the process are more likely to be judged as good or better. 
 
Bristol Standard Conference 
Every year the Bristol Standard Development group run a conference and update training day for all 
Bristol Standard Validators and Mentors – we recently attended the conference and took part in update 
training focusing on current issues raised through Quality Control  - your mentor will be happy to  
discuss this with you at your Bristol Standard Network meeting. 
 
Bristol Standard Rewrite 
In order to keep the Bristol Standard materials current, the Bristol Standard Development group review 
the materials on a 3 year cycle to ensure that the materials are completely up to date with changes in 
legislation. The materials are currently under review and some changes being made - it is expected 
that the revised materials will be launched in Spring 2018.  Gloucestershire settings on the Bristol 
Standard journey will be updated on how to access these revised materials when they are finalised. 
 
Bristol Standard Mentor Support Network Meetings 
The Bristol Standard Network meetings run in each locality on a termly basis - there is an expectation 
that settings on the Bristol Standard journey will attend these sessions to receive Mentor support with 
their Bristol Standard.  These meetings enable a sharing of good practice and information between  
settings who are on the same quality improvement journey; they are in place of individual mentor  
support visits and are facilitated by your Bristol Standard Mentor.   
  
The next meetings are being held during November.  Settings already using the Bristol Standard can 
book onto these FREE support sessions via the Early Years Team training directory. 
 
Bristol Standard Website  
All the paperwork required for your Bristol Standard submissions can be found on our Early Years 
webpages:   Early Years Team—The Bristol Standard. This also includes a checklist for you to ensure 
you have included everything necessary for your submission. 
 
There is also more information on the Bristol CC website:  The Bristol Standard 

Ofsted Outstanding 
 
The following settings have recently been  
inspected and have received an  
Outstanding Ofsted outcome.  We  
congratulate them all for achieving an  
excellent Ofsted report and ensuring the 
best possible start in life for the children in 
their care.  
 

    Amy Smith 
    Rachel Chandler 
    Sarah Roberts 

Contacting the Ambulance Service 
 

Following a recent Coroners court hearing, the Coroner 
has asked the South West Ambulance Service Trust 
(SWAST) for guidance on calling 999 for an ambulance 
be shared with all educational establishments across the 
South West. 
 
The aim of the guidance is to help and support  
education staff when calling 999 in order to achieve an 
appropriate and timely response. 
 
You can access the guidance here: 
Guidance (PDF, 214.2 KB)   

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-team/training/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-team/peer-to-peer-support/the-bristol-standard/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-team/peer-to-peer-support/the-bristol-standard/
https://www.bristolearlyyears.org.uk/the-bristol-standard/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/17539/ringing-999-for-an-ambulance-a-guide-for-education-v2.pdf
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-v5qR0NbWAhUGAxoKHeFgDEkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdrivertrainingcentre.co.uk%2Fambulance-driver-training%2F&psig=AOvVaw1l-s6h5Pehid4YM_5C8Q8U&ust=150719459400787


New Single Consent form 
 

From 11 September 2017, Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) children’s services teams and 
staff will begin using a new Single Consent form when working with children, young people and 
families.  
 
In the majority of cases of working with children and families, their consent is needed to share  
information with other professionals and to ensure timely access to the right services and support. 
The current method of securing consent is inconsistent and many referrals made to children’s services 
do not have informed consent from families. Often, this delays them accessing the services and  
support that they need. 
 
To address this issue, we are introducing a new Single Consent form that is intended for use by all 
practitioners working with children, young people and families when they wish to share information with 
the County Council and its partners. The Single Consent form (or an equivalent) will need to be  
completed when submitting: 
 a referral to the Children’s Helpdesk using the Multi-Agency Service Request Form (MARF) 
 an Early Help Request for Service form 

Please remember if you think a child or young person is at immediate risk of significant harm, 
contact the Children’s Helpdesk on 01452 426565. See the GSCB leaflet for guidance on  
responding to concerns about a child.  
 
For information: new GCC ‘Sharing your information’ leaflet for children and families 
 
We have also produced a new ‘Sharing your information’ leaflet for use alongside the new Single  
Consent form by GCC children services’ teams and staff. This explains to children and families how 
Gloucestershire County Council shares their information, when and why. The new ‘Sharing your  
information’ leaflet meets Gloucestershire County Council’s information sharing responsibilities. Partner 
organisations should continue to use their own method (e.g. leaflet, letter etc) to advise children and 
families they are working with how their information will be shared to meet their own data protection 
requirements. 
 
Gloucestershire County Council’s new Single Consent form and Sharing your information leaflet can be 
found on  GlosFamilies Directory, the GSCB website, and the Gloucestershire County Council’s web-
site. The leaflet for guidance on responding to concerns about a child can be found on the GSCB  
website. If you have any questions about the use of these documents, please contact your  
Gloucestershire County Council colleague or the Children and Families Helpdesk.  

No Pens Day Wednesday 
 

No Pens Day Wednesday is a national speaking and listening event which  
encourages schools and settings to put down their pens and to run a day of 
speaking and listening activities! This year's No Pens Day Wednesday will take 
place on Wednesday 4th October 2017. However, you can run your day  
whenever suits you best, the resources stay on the site all year round. 

 
This year the Communication Trust has also released a new 2017 activity pack, as well as a  
selection of new posters for settings to publicise No Pens Day Wednesday. 
 
To access all of these resources and to join in raising awareness of the importance of speech,  
language and communication skills in your school or setting,  sign up 
at  www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/nopensdaywednesday.    
 
Once you have registered you will be able to take part in No Pens Day 
Wednesday on 4th October 2017 (or whenever works best for you)!   

http://www.gscb.org.uk/media/12334/concerns_about_a_child_a5_flyer-67846.pdf
http://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/family.page?familychannel=3_2_4_1
http://www.gscb.org.uk/frequently-used-forms/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/children-young-people-and-families/report-a-child-at-risk/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/children-young-people-and-families/report-a-child-at-risk/
http://www.gscb.org.uk/media/12334/concerns_about_a_child_a5_flyer-67846.pdf
http://community.ican.org.uk/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk%2fmedia%2f556741%2fno_pens_day_wednesday_2017_activity_pack_final.pdf&srcid=26906&srctid=1&erid=8530064&trid=09c2545d-24e5-4af4-8d9e-a8371d30c634
https://thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/no-pens-day-wednesday/


Help shape school nursing and health visiting services 
 

Now is your chance to have your say.  Families in Gloucestershire are being asked for their  
input on ideas to develop school nursing and health visiting services in the county.  
 
Working together with Gloucestershire Care Services NHS trust, the county council is bringing together 
health visiting and school nursing into a single service for all children aged 0-19 and their families. As 
part of this work, there are opportunities to make changes so that the services work better for people. 
The council wants to hear from parents to be, parents, guardians and young people about what the  
proposals mean for them. 
 
There are five topics in the survey: 
 Two year old development check –  helping more parents access the check 
 Baby hubs –  helping parents meet other parents and learn from professionals and each other 
 School nursing hubs –  bringing school nursing to more parents, children and young people in the 

county 
 One to one support – designing a consistent approach to common issues 
 Hearing screening – helping hearing problems to be identified earlier 
 
Tim Harman, cabinet member for public health and communities at Gloucestershire County Council, 
said: “The work of our public health nurses is much valued and we want to make sure the service they 
provide remains top quality and easily available for everyone.  I want to encourage as many people as 
possible to look at the changes we’re considering and give their feedback to help us design something 
that really meets people’s needs” 
 
The public consultation is available to complete at www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/phn and a dedicated 
young people’s survey is at www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/phnyouth . It is open from 4th September to 
19th November.  Paper copies of the survey will be available from libraries and children’s centres. 

Active Start Gloucestershire   
 

ActiveStart has relaunched in Gloucestershire and has the following two training courses 
in October: 
 

ActiveStart Activator Training (3hours) 
Wednesday 11th October              6pm-9pm 
The Conservatory, Oxstalls Tennis Centre, Plock Court, GL2 9DW 
 
ActiveStart Leader Training (6hours) 
Saturday 14th October                 10am-4pm 
GL1 Leisure Centre, Bruton Way, Gloucester, GL1 1DT 
 

 

Full details can be found on their website: https://www.activestart.org/  

Children’s Food Trust to close 
 
The Children’s Food Trust has announced that it is closing.  
 
Linda Cregan, chief executive at the charity, commented: “We remain passionate and 

dedicated to improving child health but it has proved impossible to continue to deliver our services and  
extremely reluctantly the Trustees have chosen to close the Trust.” 
  
Cregan added that the Children’s Food Trust had helped ensure that 11 million children have improved  
access to healthy food, thanks to new frameworks for schools and early years settings. 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/phn
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/phnyouth
https://www.activestart.org/


Safeguarding 

Safeguarding Audit Returns 2017 
 

Thank you to those of you that completed and returned the  
safeguarding audit.  We have been busy analysing and exploring your 
responses to identify any areas of need. Interestingly there has once 
again been a shift in the trends being highlighted, however overall we 
have seen a reduction in the number of areas you are indicating as  
priority needs or areas that require you to do more work, so you are all to be congratulated. 
 
Please can we continue to urge you to complete and send these back each year, they provide  
invaluable support to you when self evaluating the safeguarding ethos within your setting. They also 
provide the Early Years Team with a useful insight into your safeguarding needs, which we hope to 
support you with through information, advice and guidance materials. 
 
Early Years Pupil Premium 
One aspect that this year’s audit has highlighted is that a number of you have reported you are  
receiving Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP) but are not justifying the EYPP spending. 
 
Early Years Pupil Premium was introduced in April 2015 as part of the Government’s agenda and drive 
to reduce inequalities and provide early intervention support. Additional funding for early years settings 
is now provided to improve the education they offer for disadvantaged 3- and 4-year-olds. Childcare 
providers are required under the Ofsted Common Inspection Framework to evidence the impact of the 
spending of EYPP. As the requirement to justify spending forms part of your Ofsted inspection, please 
do speak to your Early Years Adviser to seek advice on how you may capture your justification and  
evidence this or visit the Early Years Team web pages for advice and guidance: 
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-team/resources/early-years-pupil-premium/ 

Gloucestershire’s Child Neglect Toolkit 
 

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. Find out more about the multi-agency child neglect toolkit.  
The neglect of children and young people is one of the most complex areas of identification and  
intervention within the child safeguarding field.  Gloucestershire Safeguarding Children Board (GSCB) 
has launched a neglect toolkit to help everyone in Gloucestershire to consistently identify and assess 
signs of neglect in children and young people at the earliest possible stage.  
 
Neglect can have a devastating and long term impact on children’s lives. The child neglect toolkit 
should be used when there is cause for concern that a child’s needs are not being met so that action 
can be taken to stop things from getting worse.  The toolkit is easy to use and can help you to  
understand the signs of child neglect and identify where improvements may need to be made. It is a 
tool that can be used with families and does not replace assessments such as Early Help or Children’s 
Social Care assessments. It is essential that we all work together to tackle the issue of child neglect. 
The toolkit has been developed as a result of findings from local and national serious case reviews,  
especially the case of ‘Abigail’ and her siblings which was published by the GSCB in 2014. The recent 
Ofsted inspection also highlighted the importance of a consistent approach to the identification of child 
neglect and the provision of effective help to children and families at the earliest possible stage. 
 
The neglect toolkit can be viewed here . Further information about neglect can be found on the GSCB 
website  
 
Training sessions in relation to understanding when a child may be experiencing neglect, including how 
to use the toolkit will soon be available across the county. Details of the training modules will be  
available through the glosfamilies directory website, under ‘information for practitioners’. 
www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk   

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-team/resources/early-years-pupil-premium/
http://www.gscb.org.uk/media/15291/gloucestershire-child-neglect-toolkit-270417-final-vs.pdf
http://www.gscb.org.uk/i-work-with-children-young-people-and-parents/issues-affecting-children-and-young-people/children-living-with-neglect-neglect-toolkit/
http://www.gscb.org.uk/i-work-with-children-young-people-and-parents/issues-affecting-children-and-young-people/children-living-with-neglect-neglect-toolkit/
http://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk


Digital 5 A Day 
help children lead healthy online lives 

 
Online safety 
The Children’s Commissioner for England has launched a campaign aimed at  
parents and carers to help them to encourage their children to enjoy the online 
world without being totally consumed by it. The campaign, Digital 5 A Day, is based 
on the NHS’s evidence-based five steps to mental well-being, and gives children 
and parents practical steps to achieve a balanced digital diet.  
 
The five elements of a good digital diet are: connect, be active, get creative, give to others, be mindful.  
For more information see: 
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/2017/08/06/how-a-digital-5-a-day-can-help-children-lead-
healthy-online-lives/ 

Targeting children though popular cartoons 

 
Users have been targeting the children’s show Peppa Pig by distorting  
episodes so that they feature inappropriate content that has left children  
feeling frightened.  Internet users are targeting the children's animation  
Peppa Pig by twisting the storylines and producing unsafe content for the age 
group by hiding them under the guise of official episodes.  
 
Creators have designed the episodes to closely resemble the art of the TV show, with some  
legitimate clips of the show placed in between the harmful clips, so that it is difficult for parents or  
children to distinguish between episodes that are fake. A simple Google search will have parents and 
childminders stumble across the videos that were once placed on channels like YouTube Kids but 
have now been removed.  

 
A vulnerable audience 
Children are vulnerable and will easily fall into the trap of these harmful videos, which makes it even 
more important for parents and those caring for children to be vigilant when allowing them to use the 
internet.  
 
As the internet continues to grow, it becomes increasingly difficult to police the numerous apps and 
websites children use, with YouTube included. In the last couple of years, numerous studies have 
shown that children are increasingly being exposed to videos containing advertising and disturbing  
imagery that is indistinguishable from the usual regular kids’ programming. It’s also been noted that 
many children are accessing inappropriate content through their parents’ accounts or devices.  
 
How can we protect children from harmful content? 
Parents and those working or caring for children can safeguard 
against harmful materials in a number of ways while still allowing 
children to watch videos from their favourite shows. Although the 
Peppa Pig content managed to seep through to the YouTube kids 
channel, the app still manages to filter the majority of disturbing  
videos.  
 
The social media video platform also recommends parents change 
channel settings to ‘restricted mode’ and turn off the search feature in the app. In addition to this,  
parents can adjust privacy controls and settings within any device that children are using.  

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/2017/08/06/how-a-digital-5-a-day-can-help-children-lead-healthy-online-lives/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/2017/08/06/how-a-digital-5-a-day-can-help-children-lead-healthy-online-lives/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjQp5bmzcXWAhUFWRoKHUWdA2MQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nickjr.com%2Fpeppa-pig%2F&psig=AFQjCNGAoj11GlZ1rSlHzCmUBOjXFAMmPw&ust=1506610004200668


Infection Control in schools and childcare settings 
 
Prevent the spread of infections by ensuring: routine immunisation, high standards of personal 
hygiene and practice, particularly handwashing, and maintaining a clean environment. Please contact 
the Public Health Agency Health Protection Duty Room (Duty Room) on 0300 555 0119 or visit 
www.publichealth.hscni.net or www.gov.uk/government/organisations/Public-health-england if you 
would like any further advice or information, including the latest guidance. Children with rashes should 
be considered infectious and assessed by their doctor.  
 
Public Health England have produced a useful poster for reference.   

Cyber Crime 
 
Is your Childcare Business protected against malware attacks? 
Cyber crime is increasingly becoming one of the major potential criminal expenses for organisations 
and businesses. When attacks happen, they can do thousands of pounds worth of damage, including 
everything from reducing your ability to work on your computer, to the theft of sensitive data such as 
children’s information and business data such as banking details. It’s not just the work environment  
either; malware such as viruses, and hacking attempts, can be a significant problem for the everyday 
users too.  
 
Cyber Essentials is a government-backed, industry supported scheme to help organisations protect 
themselves against common cyber attacks.  The Cyber Essentials scheme has been developed by 
Government and industry to fulfil two functions. It provides a clear statement of the basic controls all 
organisations should implement to mitigate the risk from common internet based threats, within the 
context of the Government’s 10 Steps to Cyber Security.  To find out more or use this cyber self  
assessments tool, go to:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cyber-essentials-scheme-overview 
 
The Virtual College also offers courses on cyber crime to help businesses and individuals protect their 
equipment and data. Virtual College malware hacker and virus prevention guide.    

Responding to Terror incidents: 
 
Children and young people sometimes witness, are involved in or are aware of events that they can find 
frightening and scary. As with adults, they will try to understand what has happened and may well ask 
questions or want to know what is going on. 
 
It is important to find out what they know and correct any misconceptions. Children hear lots of  
information from different sources and may misunderstand or misinterpret what they are hearing. As 
such, using age appropriate language, help them to develop a narrative of what has happened by  
explaining they situation and answer questions as honestly as possible without causing distress. 

 
For further information on how to speak to children following a terrorist attack 
and for useful links and leaflets to share with parents and carers, please visit 
the GSCB Website  

Supporting young people with substance misuse  
 

Are you working with children and young people who have substance misuse issues?  Do you have  
up-to-date information about substance misuse?  Are you aware of local support available to young 
people with substance misuse issues? 
   
Please see the attached flyer with further details of this free Substance Misuse Screening Tool Training 
with the available training dates and booking form.   
For all booking enquiries please contact hello@youngglos.org.uk  Tel: 01452 501008 

http://www.publichealth.hscni.net/
https://www.gov.uk/topic/health-protection/infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cyber-essentials-scheme-overview
https://www.virtual-college.co.uk/news/virtual-college/2017/08/malware-hacker-and-virus-prevention-guide
http://www.publichealth.hscni.net/
http://www.gscb.org.uk/i-work-with-children-young-people-and-parents/issues-affecting-children-and-young-people/radicalisation-and-extremism/
http://www.gscb.org.uk/
mailto:hello@youngglos.org.uk


For childminders and pre-school settings 

Top tips for SENCOs 
 
Welcome back to a brand new academic year! 
 
These are just a few ideas for you to think about as you begin your new term. 
Have you checked your local offer? Is it up to date and informative for parents? 
 
We are pleased to let you know that NASEN have got a big focus on Early Years SENCOs and their  
professional development. All the resources are yet to be available but you can check the availability at 
http://www.nasen.org.uk/early-years-send-resources/  - see separate article below. 
 
There are several courses available for SENCOS through the Autumn Term including some from the 
Advisory Teaching Service. You can find the Advisory Teaching training directory here and Active  
Impact Inclusion Needs You Training https://www.activeimpact.org.uk/inclusion-needs-you-training/  
 
Remember if you need any support at all with inclusion of children you must contact your SEND Early 
Help Advisor. All contact information is available from http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/
your-pupils/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-send/send-support-services/early-years-send/
send-early-help-advisors/  
 
Have an action packed term! 

 

EASI Pack on its way 
 

The Gloucestershire Educational Psychology Service has updated and revised the  
original  EY Early Screening and Intervention (EASI) Pack.  The pack provides  
information, observation tools and checklists to help get you started in gathering  
information and writing coherent support plans for children who may have emotional 
and social needs.  Early intervention will help to prevent difficulties from escalating and 
can make a huge difference to children’s lives.   
 
Training sessions to introduce the pack are planned across Gloucestershire for early 2018 – dates to 
be announced soon.      
 
For more information please contact Gloucestershire Educational Psychology Service,  
email: eps@gloucestershire.gov.uk,  tel: 01452 328166   

NASEN early years SEND resources  
 

Nasen (National Association of Special Educational Needs) is a charity  
organisation supporting thousands of practitioners by providing relevant information, training and  
resources to enable staff to meet all pupils’ needs. Working with dedicated education professionals, 
Nasen aims to ensure that practice for special and additional needs is both effective and current. 
They have produced a range of resources to support early years practitioners and others working with 
young children who have SEND. The resources include:  
      - Webcasts                                                                       - Miniguides                                   
      - Focus on SEND training                                                -  Face to Face training materials  
 

The resources will be available during September and are being developed and added to over the 
course of 2017, with the complete set being available by the end of the year.   
Nasen -  Early Years SEND Resources 

http://www.nasen.org.uk/early-years-send-resources/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send/advisory-teaching-service/
https://www.activeimpact.org.uk/inclusion-needs-you-training/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/your-pupils/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-send/send-support-services/early-years-send/send-early-help-advisors/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/your-pupils/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-send/send-support-services/early-years-send/send-early-help-advisors/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/your-pupils/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-send/send-support-services/early-years-send/send-early-help-advisors/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send/educational-psychology/
mailto:eps@gloucestershire.gov.uk
http://www.nasen.org.uk/early-years-send-resources/


ERIC resources to support bowel and bladder continence  
 

The children’s bowel and bladder charity (ERIC) website has a number of new downloadable resources 
for families and practitioners to support children’s bowel and bladder continence. These include:  
• ERIC’s guide to potty training  
• ERIC’s guide to night time wetting  
• ERICs guide for children with additional needs  
• ERIC’s guide to children’s bowel problems  
• The Right to Go: a detailed guide to helping early years settings and schools manage continence  
• Factsheet on children who will only poo in a nappy. This factsheet contains case 
studies, including some for children who have additional needs.  
 
ERIC | Home 

 Preschool immunisation booster campaign 

 
As part of our health promotion campaign to help address Gloucestershire’s declining rates of the two 
pre-school booster vaccinations (measles, mumps, rubella (2nd dose) and Diphtheria, tetanus,  
pertussis, polio), our Communications team have developed some promotional videos. The videos help 
to highlight the issue to parents and encourage them to make sure that their children are up-to-date 
with their vaccinations.  
 
https://youtu.be/iFnNwmWisoM    Why is it important to vaccinate my child 
https://youtu.be/OpN31Ufknw0     Getting ready for school, don’t forget vaccinations 
 
The Chief Medical Officer has written a letter to early years practitioners about the childhood flu  
immunisation programme. The letter seeks our help in raising awareness of the programme to protect 
children and staff in the winter months ahead.    

Millie’s Mark 
 
Millie’s Mark is being delivered by National Day Nurseries Association, the 
national charity representing children’s nurseries across the UK, on behalf of 
the Department for Education. It was developed with Millie’s Trust, and is 
named after Millie Thompson.  
 
Millie’s Mark is an exceptional achievement for a nursery, as it shows they are going above and beyond 
minimum requirements in keeping children safe.  Achieving Millie’s Mark involves a thorough risk  
assessment process, setting audit and checks on staff confidence and knowledge. It is much more than 
having all staff trained in paediatric first aid, and demonstrates staff are going above and beyond to  
ensure children’s safety and reassure parents. 
 
Since its launch less than a year ago, NDNA have just celebrated the 100th Nursery to achieve Millie’s 
Mark and over 150 additional nurseries in England are currently going through the assessment  
process.   
 
Congratulations to Dormer House Nursery which is currently the only setting in Gloucestershire to have 

achieved Millie’s Mark.  We would encourage all other settings to  
consider signing up for this very valuable award. 
 

100 nurseries achieve Millie's Mark 

https://www.eric.org.uk/
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/conducting-early-years-inspections
https://youtu.be/iFnNwmWisoM
https://youtu.be/OpN31Ufknw0
http://foundationyears.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=44faaa73d6419d1513179588a&id=9a7c1721c2&e=caec8636ef
https://www.milliesmark.com/


30 hours/free early education and childcare extended entitlement  
is now LIVE!! 

 
Gloucestershire County Council would like to thank all early years providers for their commitment and 
patience with the launch of the new childcare offer to eligible working parents of 3 and 4 year olds. This 
offer is an extension of the current 15 hours universal entitlement that is available to all 3 and 4 year 
olds. It offers (up to) an additional 15 hours (30 hours in total) free childcare to eligible, working parents. 
 
The teams below are continuing to support settings with the new entitlement. Key sources of  
information and support are: 
 Free business support is available from Deborah Robinson from NDNA, 

(deborah.robinson@ndna.org.uk, 07808 529 231) 
 The Nursery Funding team can help with funding questions   
 (Sue Bodenham and team, 01452 328668, free34formsubmission@eygloucestershire.co.uk)  
 The Glos Families Directory webpage for parents and the Glos Families Directory webpage for 

providers gives helpful information on the 30 hours extended entitlement.  
 Gloucestershire Family Information Service can help with general childcare entitlement queries 

(01452 427362 familyinfo@gloucestershire.gov.uk)  
 The monthly Early Years Entitlements bulletins are full of helpful info/guidance  
 (see Glos Families Directory>Directory>Information for Practitioners>Childcare Providers 
 The DfE Early Years Entitlements: Operational Guidance is a key guidance document for  
 providers 
 Children aged 3 and 4 and in receipt of Disability Living Allowance (DLA) are eligible for Disability 

Access Funds (DAF). DAF provides a setting with an annual amount of £615 per eligible child. 
For more information, see the Disability Access Fund –a Provider’s guide on the Glos Families 
Directory webpage for providers  

 The Childcare Choices website is the main website for parents on all childcare entitlements and 
directs parents to apply for the extended entitlement and Tax Free Childcare 

 The contact number for the HMRC Contact Centre is 0300 123 4097  
 Schools can contact Liz Giles or Rebecca Jelf (01452 328518) to understand more about the  
 extended entitlement  

Deferment for Summer Born Children 
 

For Summer born children whose parents wish for them to be educated out 
of their normal age group – starting school the September after their 5th  
birthday. 
 
In response to the Department for Education (DfE) guidance and the  
statutory requirements in the School Admissions Code 2014, Gloucestershire County Council has  
updated its admissions policy to address the options available to parents of summer born children 
(those born between 1 April and 31 August).   
 
Parents of children born between these dates can request for their child to be admitted out of their  
normal age group - to defer their child’s entry to school by a whole year until they reach compulsory 
school age and be admitted to Reception rather than Year 1 with their chronological peers. This means 
that a summer born child would not start school at all during the academic year after their fourth  
birthday.  
 
Applications for deferment need to be made to the relevant admission authority by the closing date  
15th January 2018 and further information on the process and the application form for seeking approval 
for deferring a child’s admission can be found on following link in the download box  
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/application-for-a-primary-
or-infant-school-place/   

mailto:deborah.robinson@ndna.org.uk
mailto:free34formsubmission@eygloucestershire.co.uk
http://search3.openobjects.com/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/service.page?id=AY7h_uqZkEU
http://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/family.page?familychannel=3_4
mailto:familyinfo@gloucestershire.gov.uk
http://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/family.page?familychannel=3_4
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/629544/Early_years_entitlements-operational_guidance.pdf
http://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/family.page?familychannel=3_4
http://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/family.page?familychannel=3_4
http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/application-for-a-primary-or-infant-school-place/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/application-for-a-primary-or-infant-school-place/
http://www.cherrybridgestation.com/early-learning-parenting-starting-school-and-preparing-for-the-first-big-day/


HMRC—Small Business support 

 
Get the support you need as your business grows! 
 
HMRC has launched the Small Business Online Forum for small businesses and the self-employed.   
With links to HMRC’s new dedicated webchat service, getting direct support 
couldn’t be easier.  
The forum offers a quick and easy way for members to get advice and useful 
hints and tips with:  
 starting a business 
 support for growing a business – including taking on employees and  
 expanding 
 completing tax returns 
 tax credits. 

NDNA training: Level 2 food hygiene certificate 
 

Join over 40,000 early years workers and gain your Level 2 Food Hygiene Certificate with NDNA's 
online course, specifically designed for early years settings.  The course from NDNA and The Safer 
Food Group is unique to childcare and uses clips filmed within an early years setting. 
 
The course is split into a variety of chapters with a short video in each and a quick test to check your 
progress. 
 
View a preview video here 
Prices start from just £10.50+VAT for members.  

Early Years Forum 
 
The Gloucestershire Early Years Forum represents all practitioners and meets to discuss local and  
national matters relating to Early Years. Representatives are from different settings:  childminders / 
day / sessional / committee / private etc  
 
If anyone has a particular item they wish to raise at the Forum, please contact one of the early years 
representatives:   
 
Gwyneth Keen  Little Oaks Nursery     email: tgwyneth@aol.com 
Amanda Horniman       Tibberton Early Years  email: head@tibbertonearlyyears.co.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-help-for-small-businesses-launched
http://NDNA.informz.ca/z/cjUucD9taT04NTc4MDUmcD0xJnU9OTE0NDUxOTcwJmxpPTg3ODY0NTA/index.html
http://NDNA.informz.ca/z/cjUucD9taT04NTc4MDUmcD0xJnU9OTE0NDUxOTcwJmxpPTg3ODY0NTE/index.html
mailto:eps@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:head@tibbertonearlyyears.co.uk


For schools  

Primary assessment in England  
 

The Government response to the Primary Consultation is now available including proposals for a new 
Reception baseline and proposed changes to the EYFSP. 
 
To download the document see here. 
Primary Assessment in England   14 September 2017 
 
and Standards and Testing Agency  

 

 
IMPORTANT 

 
For all reception 

 teachers 
 
 
If you are a reception class 
teacher and would like to        
receive our newsletters and 
training directory direct  
instead of via Heads Up or 
the schools bulletin board, 
please send us your email 
address and we will add you 
to our distribution lists. 

 
 

 
Please take time to visit the Early Years Team website:  the news feed is regularly updated and there 
are a large number of resources available to all practitioners 
 
Have you seen the EXCELL directory of Outstanding settings who offer peer to peer support  
throughout Gloucestershire?   
 
We also recommend registration with the www.foundationyears.org.uk website and their regular email 
newsletter. 

Keep in touch! 
 
 
 

Remember, if your details change you need to  
update:  
 
Family Information Service on:  
familyinfo@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
Tel:  0800 542 02 02 

and  

The Early Years Team on 
earlyyearsteam@gloucestershire.gov.uk  
Tel:  01452 427224 
 
Our training directory, newsletter and notes of visit are all sent by 
email.   
Please keep us up to date and remember to check your emails 
regularly! 

Early years and childcare 
 

Ofsted have published a new video on YouTube featuring Lee Owston, HMI, Specialist Adviser, Early 
Years. 
Early Years – Two-year-olds in school  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/primary-assessment-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/standards-and-testing-agency
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-team
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-team/peer-to-peer-support/the-excell-directory/
http://www.foundationyears.org.uk
mailto:familyinfo@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:earlyyearsteam@gloucestershire.gov.uk
http://ofsted.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=46387df40cbf78623e0679b2f&id=3d2bf44909&e=f7af5350c2

