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How can I find out more about my area? 
Inclosure awards and maps give you a snapshot of the landscape at the time the 
award was made but you can use other sources to build up a wider picture of the 
way in which your area changed and developed.  These include estate maps, tithe 
maps and Ordnance Survey sheets and can date from the 16th century to the 20th 
century.  . 
 

How can I find out more about who lived in my area? 
Inclosure awards give the names of landowners and tenants but you can use a 
range of other sources to find out more about them and their families.  These 
include wills and inventories, parish registers (baptisms, marriages and burials), 
census returns and family papers and can date from the mid-16th century to the 
20thcentury  
 

How can I find these records? 
You can use the paper catalogues and the extensive range of indexes in the 
searchroom to identify the records that will help you or the online catalogue on our 
website (www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/archives) that you can access at home.  You 
can also use the Access to Archives website (www.a2a.org.uk) to find out what is 
held here and elsewhere. 
 

Where can I find out more about Inclosure? 
We have a number of books in the Searchroom Library and these include: 
 
The Enclosure Maps of England and Wales by Kain, Chapman and Oliver (2004) 
Parliamentary Enclosure in England, 1750-1850 by G E Mingay (1997) 
 
There are also two websites that are particularly interesting: 

http://hds.essex.ac.uk/em/index.html - an electronic database and catalogue that 
extends Kain’s book 
http://www.berkshirenclosure.org.uk - that gives an explanation of the enclosure 
process and lots of other interesting information. 
 
 

Finally…..we are here to help you so please ask us if you need more 
information or help. 
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