
 

 
Gloucestershire Information Management and Archives Service: our Mission and Aims 

 

Motto: Information Matters, Heritage Counts 

Mission:  Keeping information safe, accurate and accessible 

Vision for the whole Information Management and Archives Service is:  Information is the lifeblood of the organisation and is vital to the effective and 

efficient running of all our services.   Archives provide the corporate and community memory.    The Information Management & Archives Service works to 

keep information safe, accurate and accessible throughout its lifecycle.   

Gloucestershire Archives’ Vision:  Spearheading a collaborative approach to gather, keep and share the documented heritage of Gloucestershire and 

South Gloucestershire, thereby preserving the ongoing story of how we live.  We will develop appropriate storage, including pioneering innovations in digital 

preservation, to expertly safeguard and add to these precious treasures; and we will create a dynamic heritage hub to help people and communities make 

local archive collections available to future generations.  

Information Management Vision: Leading a co-ordinated, inter-disciplinary approach to managing the information needs of the Council.   We will provide an 

overarching framework, informed by stakeholders’ needs, to ensure that information is created, used, protected and shared in a manner that maintains public 

trust and meets Council objectives.   

 

 We support Gloucestershire County Council’s aim ‘to use the resources available to us to improve quality of life for Gloucestershire people’ 
 

 We receive additional funding from South Gloucestershire Council to provide an archive service for its area (part of the historic county of 
Gloucestershire). The Diocese of Gloucester also provides funding to help preserve its archives.  

 

 We are recognised by The National Archives as an Accredited Archives Service and the approved ‘place of deposit’ for public records relating to 
Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire 

 
 
 
 



 

Our business plan for 2015/16 includes: 
 
 
Priority 

 
Tasks   (please note that this is a summary - more details are available on request) 
 

 
Safe, accurate and accessible information  

 
Managing the council’s information 
effectively and safely in a changing 
organisation and providing 
appropriate and timely access to 
information 
 
 

 

 Handling requests under Freedom of Information and Data Protection Acts within required time  
 

 Developing improved information management and security across the council, particularly 
through the information asset owner network 

 

 Enabling the council to share information securely with other local and central government bodies 
and other public organisations  

 

 
Gathering, keeping, sharing  

 
Preserving Gloucestershire’s 
recorded evidence for access now 
and in the future   

 

 Submitting external funding bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for our partnership project ‘For the 
Record’ (see below) 

 

 Managing and maintaining the security of the archives site, buildings and our collections 
 

 Providing and maintaining suitable storage for present and future collections   
 

 Carrying out preventative and remedial conservation treatments 
 

 Managing the corporate and community collections in our care including appraising, accessioning 
and cataloguing (some with external funding, such as the Boxes of Delights cataloguing project 
and the Listers Archive project)  
 

 Providing advice to community groups, organisations and individuals on preserving their archives 
 

 
Sharing, collaborating 

 
Working in partnership to use 

 

 Providing inclusive public access to archives and local history collections at Alvin Street and the 
county's libraries 
 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/archives/article/117708/Cataloguing-grants-and-bequests
https://gloucestershirearchives.wordpress.com/2015/05/05/helping-hands-make-light-work-of-listers/


 

archives to support community 
engagement and volunteering and 
to attract heritage investment to 
Gloucestershire 

 Improving on-line information and access through our own and partner websites  
 

 Delivering children's and adult learning programmes/events on-site, off-site and on-line 
 

 Providing an enquiries and copying service for on-site and remote users 
 

 Working in partnership to deliver externally funded community projects  
 

 Running a volunteering programme 
 

 Providing advice to people and communities who wish to set up heritage projects, and helping 
them to access grant funding 

 

 Providing a local studies service to libraries in Gloucestershire 
 

 Providing a museums development service to museums in Gloucestershire and South 
Gloucestershire (externally funded) 

 

 
Our externally funded community partnership projects this year include: 
 

 For the Record  – our major project - working with Gloucestershire Family History Society, Gloucestershire Constabulary, the Friends of 
Gloucestershire Archives and other partners to develop a collaborative approach to gathering, keeping and sharing archives; to provide a heritage hub, 
digital preservation and new strongrooms (dependant on securing HLF and other external grants) 

 

 Gloucestershire Remembers World War 1 - led by The Everyman Theatre, in partnership with The Soldiers of Gloucestershire Museum, 
Gloucestershire Local History Association, Gloucestershire Family History Society, Cheltenham Museum, the History Press and others  

 

  Know Your Place West of England – to create an interactive online resource based on historic maps. Project led by South Gloucestershire Council, in 
partnership with archives services in Bristol, Gloucestershire, Somerset, Bath and North East Somerset, and Wiltshire 

 

 The Single Gloucester – to preserve and share Gloucestershire’s folk music heritage  
 

 F W Harvey archive – led by the University of Exeter in partnership with the F W Harvey Society and Estate 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/archives/fortherecord
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/archives/WW1
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/archives/article/119502/Know-Your-Place---West-of-England-launches
http://gloucestershiretraditions.co.uk/single-gloucester/
http://blogs.exeter.ac.uk/fwharvey/2014/04/30/hello-world/

