
 

STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR PERMANENT TROS 
 

 
Proposed Gloucestershire County Council Bus Lane Order 2017 
 
 
The Proposal 
 

This proposal comprises an administrative change to the Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) that 

define Bus Lane restrictions in Gloucestershire. 

The change will bring together various existing TROs into a single Order for the whole County. At 

the same time, the wording of the Order will be updated to reflect current bus lane enforcement 

practice and simplify the content of the Order, these changes including: 

 Ensuring a formal exemption allowing Private Hire Vehicles to use all bus lanes in 

Gloucestershire, to reflect a Council policy decision taken in 2016; 

 Setting consistent definitions of vehicle types (bus, local bus, taxi, cycle, private hire 

vehicles etc.) across all bus lanes; 

 Defining the extents of bus lanes in a consistent manner on map-based records 

Through this process, a small number of changes will be made to restrictions of use at some bus 

lanes, as set out below, although this is primarily an administrative process, and customers will 

see little change on the ground. 

The new Order will revoke the previous Orders, or parts of Orders that described the bus lanes, 

and replace them in full. 

 

The Reasons 

Bus Lanes have been introduced on an ad-hoc basis to date via various different approaches 

within previous Traffic Regulation Orders. Some are defined by giving buses an exemption to 

‘Prohibition of Driving’ restrictions; others through an exemption to ‘One-way’ restrictions; and 

others through defining lengths of road as Bus Lanes. Within these Orders there are also varying 

definitions of a bus, and the other vehicle types permitted to use the bus lanes such as taxis, 

cycles etc. Whilst each of these approaches and definitions is valid, the inconsistent approach can 

be difficult to understand for customers. 

A new County-wide Bus Lane Order is proposed, defining all bus lanes in the County in one Order. 

This will provide consistent definitions describing the permitted use of all bus lanes, vehicle types 

authorised to use bus lanes, and any general exemptions that apply, for emergency services for 

example. 

 

 

 

 



Although a primarily administrative process, the following minor amendments are proposed to be 

made to specific orders as part of this process to bring them into line with current County 

Policy/practice: 

 ‘Private Hire Vehicles’ will be authorised to use all bus lanes in line with a Local Transport 

Plan policy commitment made in June 2016. They are currently authorised to use some, but 

not all bus lanes. 

 Albion Street, Cheltenham: Exemption for ‘Permit holders’ is removed as there are no 

permit holders, or a permit scheme in operation. Exemption for ‘Community Transport 

vehicles’ removed as these are included in the definition of a ‘Bus’. 

 Brunswick Road, Gloucester: Exemption for ‘Invalid Carriage’ is removed as there is no 

workable definition that would reasonably be enforced. 

 Cheltenham Road (nr Old Cheltenham Road): This bus lane was removed some time ago, 

but the Order never revoked – the Order will now be revoked. 

 Llanthony Road, Gloucester: Exemption for ‘Permit holders’ is removed as there are no 

permit holders, or a permit scheme in operation. 

 Middle Mead, Cirencester: Taxis included in permitted vehicles allowed to use the Bus 

Lane, in line with a Local Transport Plan policy commitment made in June 2016. 

 Valley Gardens (A38 Bridge): Correction of an administrative error in previous Orders 

 Valley Gardens (School): Use is restricted to ‘Local buses’ (public bus services) rather than 

all buses (including private coach hire etc.) as before, to reflect the level of restriction set for 

other similar bus gates in residential areas. 

 

In the future, any new proposed bus lanes may be introduced by the addition of further bus lane 

plans, or removed by the revocation of any existing bus lane plans.  

The proposed update will allow the County Council to continue to fulfil their responsibilities under 

the Section 122 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act (1984). 

All signs on site will be in accordance with the current and any future version of the Traffic Signs 

Regulations and General Directions. 


