
Inclosure Role Play 

This script has been developed from documents held at Gloucestershire Archives and the 
National Archives at Kew. It is based on papers relating to the inclosure of Woolaston, the 
parish in the Forest of Dean. According to documents and an article in the Gloucester Journal, 
the Lord of the Manor, the Duke of Beaufort, took two cottagers in Woolaston to court. They 
were taken to court because they would not pay rent on their cottages. When inclosure 
happened in Woolaston the common land, which their cottages were built on, passed into the 
ownership of the Duke. Their cottages were now his and he could charge them what he liked 
to remain in them. 

This was an important and significant case in Gloucestershire. The aim of dramatising the case 
is for pupils to understand some of the more complex issues involved in inclosure. Questions 
that can be asked include: Who owned the land before inclosure? Who owns the land now? 
What is a cottager? What is a Lord of the Manor? Do you think this is right? Do you think the 
cottagers should be fined? Should they go to gaol? We do know that the court found in favour 
of the Duke of Beaufort. Unfortunately we do not know what happened to the cottagers – the 
documents do not tell us. Instead it is left up to the pupils to decide the cottagers’ fate. 
Realistically it would be doubtful that the cottagers went to gaol - they may have only been 
fined. Nevertheless it would have been hard for the cottagers to lose their homes and pay a 
fine – they definitely weren’t in favour of inclosure!

The Woolaston case can be used to start a discussion about law and order and crime and 
punishment during this time. Ask pupils about differences between modern courts and the one 
depicted in the role-play. 

The Duke of Beaufort and the Jury are essentially non-speaking roles. The Duke of Beaufort 
should preside over the proceedings, probably next to the jury. This reflects his power and 
influence in the court. 



The Trial of William and Betty Davis

CAST 

William Davis Defendant – Cottager 
Betty Davis Defendant – Cottager 
The Duke of Beaufort – Lord of the Manor 
Clerk at the Gloucester Assizes
Judge at the Gloucester Assizes
Zouch Turton Agent for the Duke of Beaufort Witness for the Prosecution
Lawyer for the Prosecution 
Lawyer for the Defence 
Thomas Fulljames Commissioner for the Woolston Inclosure Witness for the Prosecution
Trophimus Fuljames Surveyor for the Woolaston Inclosure Witness for the Prosecution
Mr Beale Bailiff Witness for the Prosecution
John Worgan Yeoman Farmer Witness for the Defence 
James Woodfroffe (Churchwarden) Witness for the Defence 
Reverend Charles Bryan Rector for the Parish of Woolaston Witness for the Prosecution
Jury 
Jury 
Jury 
Jury 

Pupils from Woolaston 
Primary School performing 
‘The Trial of William and 
Betty Davis’



The scene opens at the Gloucester Assizes, September 1819 

Clerk: We are gathered here today the 6th September 1819 in the fifty-ninth year 
of our present Majesty King George III to hear the charges brought before Mr 
William Davis and Mrs Betty Davis, both from the Parish of Woolaston in the 
county of Gloucester. Mr William Davis and Mrs Betty Davis are charged with 
owing the Duke of Beaufort rent on cottages, which they live in on Woolaston 
Common. 

Lawyer for the Prosecution: Your honour, the defendants William Davis and 
Betty Davis live on common land in Woolaston in the Forest of Dean. They both 
live in different cottages on the common land. When the inclosure of Woolaston 
happened in 1810 the common land was given to his Grace, the Duke of 
Beaufort. Now all people living in cottages built on the common land have to pay 
rent to the Duke of Beaufort. Mr William Davis and Mrs Betty Davis refuse to pay, 
even though it is the law. 

Clerk: Call the first witness Zouch Turton, agent for his Grace, the Duke of 
Beaufort. 

Enter Zouch Turton 

Clerk: Mr Zouch Turton please swear on oath Clerk hands him the Bible 

Zouch Turton: I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, 
so help me God. 

Lawyer for the Prosecution: Mr Turton please give your evidence to the court. 

Zouch Turton:  I am the Agent for his Grace the Duke of Beaufort. The 
defendants have refused to play rent to his Grace although he is the legal owner 
of the common land in Woolaston. His Grace does not want to make these 
people homeless he is only obeying the law. Mr William Davis has been rude and 
Mrs Betty Davis has been violent. They will not get away with not paying. 

Lawyer for the Prosecution: Thank you Mr Turton. You may step down. 

Clerk: Call the second witness, Thomas Fulljames, Commissioner for the 
Woolaston Enclosure. 



Enter Thomas Fulljames  

Clerk: Mr Thomas Fulljames please swear on oath Clerk hands him the Bible

Thomas Fulljames: I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 
truth. 

Lawyer for the Prosecution: Mr Fulljames please give your evidence to the 
court. 

Thomas Fulljames: I organised the inclosure of Woolaston as an official 
commissioner appointed by Parliament. Everything I did was legal and fair. The 
land given to his Grace the Duke of Beaufort included the land where the 
cottages of William Davis and Betty Davis stand. 

Lawyer for the Prosecution: Thank you Mr Fulljames. You may step down. 

Clerk: Call the third witness Mr Trophimus Fulljames. 

Enter Trophimus Fuljames

Clerk: Mr Trophimus Fulljames please swear on oath Clerk hands him the Bible

Trophimus Fulljames: I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth. 

Lawyer for the Prosecution: Mr Fulljames please give your evidence to the 
court. 

Trophimus Fulljames: I was the surveyor for the Woolaston inclosure as 
appointed by the Commissioners. I measured all of the land accurately with a 
surveyor’s chain. I measured the common land where William and Betty Davis 
live. This land was given to his Grace the Duke of Beaufort. I have brought the 
map I made of the Woolaston Inclosure to show you. Holds map out This is the 
common land where the cottages are – it all belongs to the Duke of Beaufort. 

Judge: Please pass the map to the jury for them to look at. 



Map is passed to the jury

Lawyer for the Prosecution: Thank you Mr Fulljames. You may step down. 

Clerk: Call the third witness Mr Beale the Bailiff 

Enter Mr Beale 

Clerk: Mr Beale please swear on oath Clerk hands him the Bible

Mr Beale: I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so 
help me God. 

Lawyer for the Prosecution: Mr Beale please give your evidence to the court. 

Mr Beale: I was asked by Mr Zouch Turton, agent for his Grace the Duke of 
Beaufort to collect payment from Mr William Davis and Mrs Betty Davis. They 
had not paid the Duke rent for the cottages, which are built on his land. 

Lawyer for the Prosecution: What happened when you went to the cottages?  

Mr Beale: I went to Betty Davis’ cottage first – she did not answer. I then went to 
William Davis’ cottage and he was in his back garden digging vegetables. As 
soon as he saw me he had a very angry look on his face. He told me to leave 
and as he had a spade in his hand I quickly left. He shouted that his cottage 
belonged to him not the Duke of Beaufort. 

Lawyer for the Prosecution: Thank you Mr Beale. You may step down. 

Clerk: Call the third witness the Reverend Charles Bryan, Rector of Woolaston 
Parish 

Enter Reverend Charles Bryan  

Clerk: Reverend Charles Bryan please swear on oath Clerk hands him the Bible

Reverend Charles Bryan: I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, so help me God. 



Lawyer for the Prosecution: Reverend Charles Bryan please give your 
evidence to the court. 

Reverend Charles Bryan: I am the Rector for the Parish of Woolaston. I would 
like to tell the court that William Davis is an ungodly man who lived with his wife 
for two years before getting married. He had two children during this time. 

Lawyer for the Prosecution: Thank you Reverend. You may step down.  

Judge: Lawyer for the Prosecution is the Reverend Charles Bryan your last 
witness? 

Lawyer for the Prosecution: He is Your Honour. 

Judge: Lawyer for the Defence you may call your first witness. 

Clerk: Call the first witness John Worgan, Yeoman Farmer. 

Enter John Worgan 

Clerk: First Witness please swear on oath Clerk hands him the Bible

John Worgan: I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, 
so help me God. 

Lawyer for the Defence: John Worgan please give the court your evidence. 

John Worgan: Mr William Davis is a labourer on my farm in Woolaston. He is a 
hard worker and a good timekeeper. He is a man of good character. 

Lawyer for the Defence: Thank you John Worgan, you may stand down. 

Clerk: Call the Second Witness, James Woodfroffe, Churchwarden.   

Enter James Woodroffe, Churchwarden 

Clerk: Mr Woodroffe please swear on oath Clerk hands him the Bible



James Woodfroffe: I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 
truth, so help me God. 

Lawyer for the Prosecution: Mr Woodroffe please give your evidence to the 
court. 

James Woodfroffe: I am a Churchwarden. I organise poor relief in the 
Woolaston. I came here today to tell the court that if the defendants are evicted 
then the parish will have to pay them poor relief and this is an expense that the 
parish can ill afford. Betty Davis is a woman of good character who goes to 
church regularly. 

Lawyer for the Defence: Thank you Mr Woodroffe, you may stand down. 

Judge: Lawyer for the Defence is that your last witness? 

Lawyer for the Defence: It is Your Honour. 

Judge: Mr William Davis and Mrs Betty Davis do you have anything to say in 
your defence? 

William Davis: Your Honour, the cottages on the common land belong to us. My 
family has lived on the common on Woolaston for generations. Before the 
inclosure of Woolaston I could graze my sheep, pigs and geese and grow 
vegetables. This is no longer allowed. Where am I to graze my animals? I will not 
pay the Duke of Beaufort money for what belongs to me. 

Judge: Mrs Betty Davis do you have anything to say?  

Betty Davis: The Duke of Beaufort thinks he can scare us with all his money. 
Just because he is a rich man does not mean he has the right to charge us large 
amounts of money to stay in the cottages, which belong to us.  

Judge: Mr William Davis how do you plea to the charge brought before you that 
you owe the Duke of Beaufort rent for the cottage on his land? Guilty, or Not 
Guilty? 

William Davis: Not Guilty Your Honour. I am not guilty of a crime that I do not 
recognise.  



Judge: Mrs Betty Davis how do you plea: Guilty, or Not Guilty? 

Betty Davis: Not Guilty. 

Judge: Gentlemen of the Jury you have heard from the witnesses and the 
defendants. Please confer between yourselves and announce your verdict. 

Jury discuss verdict in whisper

Jury Member: 

Judge:  

The verdict and punishment (if any) are to be decided by the pupils. This can 
then be used as a post-performance discussion point. 
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