
Gloucestershire County Council Greenhouse Gas Emissions, 2011-12

2011 2010
16,498 21,310
35,966 37,643
82,515 87,316
134,979 146,269

0 0
14,940 14,696
120,039 131,573

138.67 128.54

1.   Company Information

2.   Reporting Period

3.   Change in Emissions

4.   Approach

5.   Organisational boundary

GHG emissions data for period 1st April 2011 to 31st March 2012

Carbon offsets
Green tariff

Global tonnes of CO2e

Scope 3
Total gross emissions

16,714
44,884
52,348
113,946 

Base Year 2006

0
27,461
86,485

Tonnes of CO2e per total £m gross 
revenue expenditure

112.91

Scope 1
Scope 2

Total annual net emissions

A summary of our emissions performance is shown below:

Gloucestershire County Council is the upper-tier local authority for Gloucestershire,  a 

geographic area of 271,207 hectares (approx 2,700 km2 or 1,045 sqmiles) covering 6 districts, 
with a population of 599,800 and over 250,000 households.  Our address is: 
Shire Hall, Westgate Street
Gloucester
GL1 2TG

1st April 2011- 31st March 2012

Our reported emissions have fallen this year because of a mix of efficiency measures, estate 
rationalisation and a mild winter.  Measures include:
• Part Night and LED street lighting
• LED bollards
• Rollout of the Printer Strategy (MFDs)
• ICT server virtualisation and thin client pilot
• Improving heating, insulation and lighting and controls across offices and schools
• Prioritising energy efficiency in decision-making for the Capital Programme

Tonnes of CO2e per total £m gross revenue expenditure has increased because of the transfer 
of budgets to new academy schools, but we retain liability for their emissions under the Carbon 
Reduction Commitment Energy Efficiency Scheme.  We will continue to lobby Government to 
remove our responsibility for academies.

Gloucestershire County Council's emissions include those from Gloucestershire Fire Service and 
all 'maintained' (publicly-funded) schools within Gloucestershire.

We have followed the government’s guidance on how to measure and report greenhouse gas 
emissions but have had to adapt to the change in reporting since 2010 when we were following 
the previous guidance. 
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6.   Operational scopes

7.   Geographic Breakdown

Scope 1 Scope 2 Scope 3
16,498 35,966 82,515
16,498 35,966 82,515

8.   Base Year

GCC Staff Business Travel 1,814

GHG emissions 2011 in 
tonnes of CO2e

165
ICT Contract 1 Excludes gas and electricity use

Corporate Emissions
12,679
3,819

Total Global

Tonnes of CO2e

Total scope 1 16,498

Total Significant Scope 3

UK

Geographic Breakdown
2011

82,515

Total scope 2

Corporate Emissions
Scope 2

35,966
Significant Scope 3

Highways Contract

Scope 1

Schools 18,317

Waste Disposal Contract 80,535

Excludes gas and electricity use

State specific exclusions and % this 
represents for relevant scope (excl. 

geographic exclusions)

Schools

Excludes staff commute and business 
train travel

17,649

Our scope 1 and 2 emissions include emissions from:
- Our corporate estate, including Council and Gloucestershire Fire Service premises, street 
lighting, road signs, bollards, traffic signals, and fleet; and
- All maintained primary, secondary and special schools in the county.
Our significant scope 3 emissions include:
- Staff and Councillor business travel, excluding travel by train; 
- Staff business travel and fleet emissions from our ICT and Highways contracts; and
- Transport for our Waste Disposal contract. 

Our base year is 2006/07 which we set using a fixed base year approach.                                         
Our base year recalculation policy is to recalculate our base year and the prior year emissions for 
relevant significant changes which meet our significance threshold of 5% of total base year 
emissions.  
We have not recalculated our base year to date.
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9.   Targets

10. Intensity measurement

11. External Assurance Statement

12. Carbon offsets

13. Green tariffs

None

We have purchased a green tariff, which reduces our GHG emissions by 14,940 tonnes, under a 
corporate contract with West Mercia Supplies.  This includes unmetered supplies for road lighting 
(street lighting, signs & bollards) and traffic signals supplied by Central Networks.  This contract 
covers approximately 80% of our electricity supply, and is available to schools.  Schools are able 
to make their own supply arrangements.

Gloucestershire County Council continues its strong commitment and track record in responding 
to climate change, recognising its community leadership role, putting its own house in order and 
using public resources efficiently.
Our new Carbon Management Programme adopted in April 2011, sets out an ambitious plan to 
deliver carbon reductions which will put us ahead of Government targets. The plan outlines 
around 80 individual projects which if delivered over the next ten years would see a reduction in 
our annual energy and fuel costs by around £6m per year by 2020/21, reducing our CO2 

emissions by 60% against our baseline.
We have made good progress, 2011/12 CO2 emissions fell by 11% (6,759 tonnes) on 2010/11 
through a mix of efficiency measures, estate rationalisation and a mild winter; on track for 60% 
reduction by 2021 and exceeds our 10% at a time aspiration.
This gives a 17% (11,172 tonnes) reduction on our 2006/07 baseline, saving the council £1m in 
energy costs and £0.5m to schools; exceeding the original milestone target of 10% by 2012.
We now have 75% AMR coverage of electricity and gas supplies under our corporate contract, 
which itself covers around 80% of our supply, giving an overall coverage of 60% of our supply.
Under the Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy Efficiency Scheme, we are responsible for 
emissions from publicly-funded schools in Gloucestershire, which account for 60% of our liability 
under the scheme.  Many of these have/ are set to become academies, which could put around 
34% of our liability outside of our control.  Our Gross Revenue Expenditure is falling, with the 
transfer of funds to academies, but we retain liability for their emissions under the scheme.  We 
will continue to lobby Government to remove our responsibility for academies.

We have chosen 'Tonnes of CO2e per total £m gross revenue expenditure' as this is similar to 
the metric reported under the UK Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy Efficiency Scheme 
(this uses CO2 not CO2e).

We achieved the Carbon Trust Standard in 2010/11.


