
Bowbridge Bridge Replacement 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 
1. What is this scheme aiming to achieve? 

A. The aim is to reinstate the canal and towpath to provide pedestrian access along 

the canal 

 

2. How much will the scheme cost? 

A. The scheme budget is £500,000 

 

3. Where is the money coming from? 

A. The scheme is joint funded by Gloucestershire County Council and Stroud District 

Council 

 

4. Didn’t this scheme previously have two lanes reinstated over the bridge? 

A. Yes, the original scheme had planned to demolish both the river bridge and the 

canal bridge and re-instate the two lanes. However, funding restrictions and the 

public will to ensure that the towpath reinstatement is included as part of these 

works, has altered the overall scheme design and cost. 

 

5. Why was there no work on this scheme between January and May 2016? 

A. Work was suspended on site to allow the project team to produce a design that 

enabled the towpath to run continuously under the bridge. This work was not 

part of the original scheme brief but is now part of the project proposal. 

 

 

6. Why are steps being proposed along the towpath? 

A. There are significant level differences along the proposed towpath alignment, 

further exacerbated by the low height of the arch bridge soffit. The height 

difference is such that a graded slope would be dangerous to users, leaving steps 

as the only viable alternative. 

 

7. When will the scheme finish? 

A. The scheme is due to finish in the second half of September. 

 

8. How will pedestrians cross the bridge? 

A. The existing south footway will remain as at present, to give a pedestrian route 

across the river and canal. 

 

9. How will pedestrians cross the road? 

A. There will be crossing points with drop kerbs at both ends of the bridge. 

 

 



 

10.  How will the edge of the road be protected on the north side? 

A. There will be a brick parapet constructed on the north side to protect the edge of 

the road over the canal and the river. 

 

 

 


