
The Portage Service covers the whole of Gloucestershire:- 

 

 
 

Head Office, Gloucester 
 

Sarah Hylton 

Service Manager, Early Intervention, SEN & Disability 

Tel:  01452 583655 
 

Jane Cavill, Portage Service Lead 

Mob: 07920 139173 
 

Jane Morrisson, Data and Admin Officer 

Tel: 01452 425356/7  

 
 

Gloucester & Tewkesbury 
 

Nicola Bree, Early Start Portage Practitioner 

Mob: 07977 439798 

 
 

Cheltenham and Cotswold 
 

Jane Reed, Early Start Portage Practitioner 

Mob: 07796 610683 
 

Gill Jackson, Early Start Portage Practitioner 
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Forest of Dean 

 
 

Bev Green, Early Start Portage Practitioner 

Mob: 07796 183794 
 

Stroud District 

 
 

Stephanie Kirby, Early Start Portage Practitioner 

Mob: 07818 858474  
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Educational support service 
for pre-school children with 

additional needs 



How Portage works 

Your Portage practitioner will contact you to offer 14 
sessions.   
 
During the sessions we will discuss with you your child’s 
developmental needs and agree the best way to support 
your child. 
 
During the 14 weeks we will identify some targets for 
your child using the Early Support Developmental Journal 
that we can both work towards. 
 
After the 14 sessions your 
Portage Practitioner will discuss 
with you how best to proceed 
depending on your child’s 
needs.  This may be by offering 
further sessions, or offer to 
support your child into a setting 
depending on your child’s 
individual needs. 

What is Portage? 

Portage is a way of working with pre-school children who 
have additional needs and their families. 
 
The aim of Portage is to assist learning and development 
through play. 

We value your contribution and will work in 
partnership with you 

Ensure that you and your child are available at home 
at the times agreed with your Portage practitioner.  If 
this is not possible, please contact your Portage 
practitioner as soon as you know you won’t be 
available. 

 
Please keep visitors and distractions to a minimum 
ie turn off mobile phones, games consoles and TV or 
have the volume turned down very low, keep pets 
out of the way and generally make the environment 
a calm, safe place for your Portage home visit. 

 
Please let us know if your child or any family 
members living in the home are unwell, so that 
between us we can decide whether or not the visit 
should go ahead. 

What would be helpful from you? 



Provide weekly home visits for 14 sessions.  Dates 
and times agreed together 

 
Work with you on all aspects of 
your child’s progress and future 
planning 

 
Support you and your child 
while you are receiving a 
service from Portage 

 
Offer to support your child into 
a setting 

 
Give you information on:- 

 

What your Portage Practitioner will be able to 
offer? 

National Portage Association  
www.portage.org.uk/ 

 
Early Support:   
www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/
earlysupport  

 
Family Information Service: 
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/fis 

 
The Key:  www.keywords.org.uk 

The parent role 

to commit to visits as arranged and to be available at 
the agreed times 

 
to be involved in the Portage visits and join in with 
play activities 

 
work on agreed targets with your child regularly 

 
participate in assessment using the Developmental 
Journal 

 
Portage will continue to work with families until:- 
 

The intervention has reached the agreed conclusion 
 

The parent/carer is able to apply Portage skills to 
support their child’s development 

Working with other professionals 

We work very closely with other professionals, some of 
which you and your child may be receiving support from, 
such as physiotherapy, speech and language therapy, 
social care. 

With permission we will contact other members of your 
child’s team to gain knowledge, share information and 
ensure we work in the most effective way for you and 
your child. 



We can help you with finding the right child care setting 
for your child. 
 
When your child is ready to access nursery or 
educational placement we can support the setting to 
ensure a smooth transition and help your child to settle 
in. 

Early years settings 

The child is reaching their developmental 
milestones 

 
The child has successfully moved into an 
appropriate setting 

 
The parent/carer no longer wishes or is 
unavailable to receive the service 

 

Early Support 

Early Support is the government-backed way of 
working with children and young people who have 
additional needs.  They provide a range of materials 
and suggestions for parents to use. 
 
Further information can be found on the government’s 
website:- 

www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/earlysupport  

Referral to Portage 

Referrals to Portage are usually made by the health 
visitor or other practitioner working with your child.  
Referrals are made with parental consent.   
 
Children requiring support from the Portage service 
should be demonstrating developmental delay in at 
least three areas as measured on a standardised scale. 

 


