
 
 

Sustainable Procurement and Commissioning Policy 
 
Statement 
 
Local government expenditure on goods, services, works and utilities has significant 
economic, social and environmental impacts. Demand we create has the potential to 
drive unsustainable resource use, pollution, waste generation and may be indirectly 
promoting unfair trade practices and the displacement of rural communities.  
 
Sustainable procurement can bring about significant cost savings through strategic 
thinking, effective demand management and mechanisms such as whole life costing. 
 
In recognition of these benefits, Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) will use its 
spending power to positively influence and help develop the local, national and wider 
markets in support of sustainable development, contributing towards a more 
responsible, secure and ‘green’ economy. We will take a longer term perspective 
when procuring goods taking into account future changes such as the impacts of 
climate change, in order to ensure we procure resilient products and achieve true 
value for money.   
 
We recognise the significant contribution that Voluntary and Community Sector 
(VCS) organisations make to our organisation as well as the importance of Small 
and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), which represent such a powerful engine for 
economic growth in the UK. We will therefore maintain our approach to inclusive and 
responsible procurement and commissioning, whilst bringing sustainable outcomes 
into the mainstream. In so doing, we will continue to deliver cost effective solutions, 
promote competiveness and work collaboratively with partners to make continual 
efficiency improvements.    
 
Context 
 
This policy been designed to compliment GCC’s Climate Change Strategy, 
Environmental Policy and Sustainable Community Strategy and it expands on the 
sustainability aims set out in the Council’s Strategic Procurement Business Plan. The 
statement applies to all aspects of GCC expenditure, including grant funding and will 
be implemented through relevant procurement, training and management 
procedures.   
 
Vision 
 
We will integrate the economic, social and environmental strands of sustainability 
into our procurement and commissioning decisions in a manner which supports the 
UK Government’s approach to sustainable development. We share the national 
vision of the UK being an EU leader of sustainable procurement and as such all 
GCC Directorates will strive to opt for goods and services that minimise our impact 



on the environment and produce social and economic benefits. In a spirit of 
collaboration, the GCC approach to sustainable procurement and commissioning will 
be made available for adoption and use by other public sector bodies across County. 
We will also continue to exchange best practice ideas with local authorities in our 
region through the South West Sustainable Procurement Network (SWSPN).  
 
Aims  
 

• To manage demand so as to reduce the adverse impacts of consumption and 
production 

• To procure resilient goods and services, taking into account food security, 
energy security and the impacts of climate change 

• To reduce carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions to alleviate 
their impact in line with corporate targets 

• To minimise waste generation by reducing demand and promoting the reuse 
and recycling of materials 

• To avoid the use of harmful materials  
• To develop and maintain a responsible and ethical approach, taking into 

account potential impacts down the supply chain 
• To ensure that all sizes of enterprise have the appropriate opportunity to 

tender  
• To comply with current and emerging EU and UK Government legislation 

 
 

Key Objectives 
 
Our approach is designed to ensure that: 
 
• the tendering process is equally accessible to all suppliers  
• sustainability is taken into account at the earliest stages of the procurement or 

commissioning process  
• environmental and social criteria are considered in the process of acquiring 

goods and services as part of supplier appraisal and specifications 
• value for money is delivered through the full consideration of quality and whole 

life costs 
• procurement and commissioning staff embrace these objectives, receiving 

appropriate training and support 
• we work with suppliers throughout the lifetime of the contract to encourage 

continual improvements in their practices  
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