
 
 
 
Education Performance & Inclusion team 
We believe that parents should have the opportunity to make              
well-informed choices about their child’s education. 
For that reason, we provide written information and advice about                 
elective home education for parents.  Our advisers offer support and 
guidance to schools and families and all relevant agencies on issues relating 
to EHE. 
 

The EP&I team is committed to building trusting, positive relationships 
with parents.  
 

If parents of children at your school are considering EHE, please give 
them our contact details or ask if their details may be passed to us.  
We will then contact the family to discuss their plans and to offer 
support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Education Performance & Inclusion team (EP&I) 
Shire Hall, Westgate Street, Gloucester GL1 2TP  
Tel: 01452 427622 
Email: ehe@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ehe 
 
 
  
 
 

Safeguarding children 
If a parent is considering or has already decided to home educate a child 
who has a Child Protection Plan, the designated teacher for CP at the 
school must notify the social worker and GCSB immediately: 
01452 583636/426994 www.gcsb.org.uk  
 

For immediate Child Protection concerns:  
Children & Families Help Desk - 01452 426565 during office hours 
Police - 0845 0901234 out of office hours. 
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The Law 

Parents’ responsibility in relation to their children’s education is clearly 
established in section 7 of the Education Act 1996.  
‘The parent of every child of compulsory school age shall cause him to 
receive efficient full-time education suitable 

to his age, ability and aptitude, and  
to any special educational needs he may have,  

either by regular attendance at school or otherwise.’ 
 
 

Under Section 437(1) of the Education Act 1996, the LA can intervene if it 
has good reason to believe that parents are not providing a suitable 
education. In order to fulfil this duty, officers can make enquiries of 
parents who are educating their children at home, to establish that a 
suitable education is being provided. 

 
We at the LA have no statutory duties in relation to monitoring 
the quality of home education on a routine basis.  
 

We do not have the powers to see and question children who are 
being educated at home in order to establish whether they are 
receiving a suitable education.  

Current government guidelines 

In 2008 the DCSF issued guidelines for LAs with respect to Elective Home 
Education.  The guidelines outline a number of recommendations that are 
geared towards the promotion of effective relationships between LAs and 
home educators.  
 

www.dcsf.gov.uk/localauthorities/_documents/content/7373-DCSF-
Elective%20Home%20Education.pdf 
 
The guidelines state that: 
‘Schools must not seek to persuade parents to educate their children at 
home as a way of avoiding an exclusion or because the child has a poor 
attendance record. In the case of exclusion, they must follow the 
statutory guidance. If the pupil has a poor attendance record, the school 
and LA must address the issues behind the absenteeism and use the other 
remedies available to them.’ 3.12 

 
 
 
 
 

Procedures 
 

Parents of a child registered at a maintained or an independent school 
must inform the school in writing of their intention to de-register.  
 
When a school receives written notification from a parent of their    
intention to home educate their child, the head teacher must:  
 

 Acknowledge the parents letter in writing and delete the child’s 
name from their register. We ask schools to do this within 3 working 
days on receipt of the parents’ letter.  

 Inform the EP&I team immediately of removal of the child’s name 
from the register. (Section 12 [3] of the "The Education [Pupil 
Registration] Regulations 2006) 

We encourage schools to send the child’s school file to EP&I for storage. If 
the child starts at a new school or returns to the original school, EP&I can 
then forward the school file with a summary of our involvement with the 
family. We ask schools to inform us about any child who starts school and 
was previously EHE for the same reason. 

  
 

Special Educational Needs 
 

Parents’ right to educate their child at home applies equally where a child 
has SEN. This right is irrespective of whether the child has a statement of 
SEN or not. Where a child has a statement of SEN and is home educated, 
the LA has a duty to ensure that the child’s needs are met. 
 

If the child who is to be withdrawn is on role at a special school, parents 
must ask permission from the LA. The school must inform the LA before the 
child’s name can be deleted from the school roll and we will need to 
consider whether the elective home education is suitable before the SEN 
department can amend the child’s statement. 
 


