
 
 
 

 
 

 
Heron Primary School 

 
Admissions Criteria for September 2016 

 
Heron Primary School is a Foundation School. The Published Admission Number 
(PAN) is 60 and this published admissions number will follow the year group through 
the school. 
 
Whilst the school is its own Admissions Authority, the Local Authority will coordinate 
the admissions process to Reception on behalf of the Governing Body, including 
allocating places. Parents/carers must submit their Common Application Form, 
stating their preferred schools, to the Admissions and Transfer Team at the Local 
Authority no later than 15th January 2016. Where applications for admission exceed 
the number of places available, the following criteria will be applied in the order set 
out below, to decide which children to admit. 
 
 

1. A ‘looked after child’ (1) or a child who was previously looked after, but 
immediately after being looked after became subject to an adoption (2), child 
arrangements order (3), or special guardianship order (4).  
 

 
(1) A 'looked after child' is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided 

with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions (see 

the definition in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989) at the time of making an application to 

a school. In Gloucestershire, such children are referred to as Children in Care. 

(2) This includes children who were adopted under the Adoption Act 1976 (see section 12 

adoption orders) and children who were adopted under the Adoption and Childrens Act 2002 

(see section 46 adoption orders). 

(3) Under the provisions of s.14 of the Children and Families Act 2014, which amend section 8 of 

the Children Act 1989, residence orders have now been replaced by child arrangements 

orders. 

(4) See Section 14A of the Children Act 1989 which defines a ‘special guardianship order’ as an 

order appointing one or more individuals to be a child’s special guardian (or special 

guardians).   

 

 

 



2. Children who have a sibling attending the school at the time the applicant is 
admitted. 

 
3. Children with the strongest geographical claim, measured in a straight line 

from the Ordnance Survey address point of the child’s home address 
(including flats) to the Ordnance Survey address point of the school, using the 
Local Authority’s computerised measuring system, with those living closer to 
the school receiving the higher priority. 

 
 

We define siblings as a brother or sister, half-brother or sister, adopted brother or 
sister, step brother or sister, or the child of the parent’s/carer’s partner, and in every 
case, the child must be living in the same family unit at the same address, at the time 
of allocation. 
 
In the event of oversubscription in either criterion 1 or 2 above, criterion 3 (the 
strongest geographical claim based on straight line distance) will be used to 
determine which child is offered a place, with the child living closer to the school 
receiving the higher priority. 
 

In the event of a tie between two or more children when applying criterion 3 
(strongest geographical claim based on a straight line distance), where there are not 
enough places available to offer all children a place at the school, a process of 
random allocation will be followed by the school as its own Admissions Authority. 
This will be in the form of a manual process which is overseen by the Local Authority 
as an independent party. Where twins or children from multiple births are part of a 
random allocation process, they will be considered as one applicant 
 

Children with Special Educational Needs 
Children who have a Statement of Special Educational Needs or Education 
Healthcare Plan (EHC Plan) are placed in schools through the arrangements set out 
in the SEN Code of Practice and not through any admission criteria. Governing 
bodies are required by Section 324 of the Education Act 1996 to admit a child with a 
Statement or EHC Plan that names that particular school. Parents of children with 
Statements of SEN or EHC Plans should contact their child’s casework officer for any 
further information. Children who have a Statement of Special Educational Needs or 
EHC Plan naming a school will be allocated a place even if that school is full.  
 
Waiting Lists 
If the school is oversubscribed in Reception, a waiting list will be held until the end of 
the second school term, based on the 6 term school year (i.e. until the December 
holiday break). The waiting list will be prioritised according to the school’s 
oversubscription criteria.  
 

In Year Applications.  
In-year applications are all those made outside the normal round of admissions for 
children of compulsory school age i.e. those applications made during the academic 
year for a school place in Reception through to Year 6.  All in-year applications for 
Heron Primary School should be made directly to the school. The school will consider 
the application within 10 working days and will send the parent/carer an offer or 
refusal letter, detailing the parent’s/carer’s right of appeal. The school will also advise 



the Local Authority of the outcome of all In Year Applications to ensure waiting lists 
are maintained centrally and pupil safeguarding is preserved. 
 
Transport. 
The school does not have arrangements to assist parents with transport. 
 

Appeals 
Where an application for a place at the school is unsuccessful, you will have the right 
to appeal. You will be advised of the appeal process within your refusal letter. For 
applications made in the normal admission round appeals will be heard within 40 
school days of the deadline for lodging appeals. For in-year applications, appeals will 
be heard within 30 school days of the appeal being lodged. 
Appeals must be in writing addressed to the Clerk to the Appeals Panel c/o Heron 
Primary School, Heron Way, Abbeydale, Gloucester GL4 4BN. 
 
 
 
 


