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Briefing, Gloucestershire’s Devolution Bid and Climate Change 

Climate Change Act (CCA) 2008 

1 This commits the UK to: 
 Reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 80% in 2050 from 1990 levels. 
 Setting legally binding carbon budgets, a cap on the amount of greenhouse gases 

emitted in the UK over a five-year period.  The first four carbon budgets have 
been put into legislation and run up to 2027. 

 Developing a National Adaptation Plan, requiring the Government to assess the 
UK’s risks from climate change, prepare a strategy to address them, and 
encourage critical organisations to do the same. 

2 The CCA applies to Government only. 

‘We Are Gloucestershire’ 

3 Gloucestershire’s devolution negotiations contain a number of elements that will 
contribute to climate change, and the move to a Combined Authority provides a 
greater opportunity to: 
 Co-ordinate ongoing efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and 
 Adapt to a changing climate, with associated risks such as severe/ extreme 

weather (extreme heat, flooding, storms, extreme cold) and the impacts on 
human and animal health (excess winter/summer deaths and disease). 

Climate Change Scrutiny Task Group 

4 Gloucestershire County Council has established this cross-party Scrutiny Task Group 
to consider the Council’s role in developing strategies to address climate change, in 
developing a ‘low carbon economy’, and in reducing greenhouse emissions, 
particularly in relation to the LEP and associated SEP, the local transport plan, waste 
management, flood management, energy use and public health. 

5 The Task Group has raised a specific issue concerning the CCA, with two aspects: 
 Does the CCA apply to any specific devolved powers or budgets (as central 

government in origin)? 
 Does the CCA apply in general to a combined authority (as set up by national 

statutory processes)? 

6 Regardless of whether either of these applies, should a Gloucestershire Combined 
Authority be offering to adopt the CCA as one of the pieces of legislation it would 
expect to be bound by? 
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