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Let’s Communicate!

This booklet is intended as a guide to use when you might seek advice about a
child’s communication. The booklet is divided into the six main areas that make up

communication:
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Listening and Attention.
Comprehension.
Expressive Language.
Social Interaction.
Speech Sounds.

Voice and Fluency.

For each area of communication the following is included:

A.

Indicators that advice may be useful

This contains descriptions from experienced early years practitioners of things
you might see and hear in a child who has delayed or disordered
communicative development.

For any child causing concern read the indicators in each of the six sections
and see which match your child.

. Consider the following ideas

Practical suggestions have been given to help you begin to work with your
child, encouraging development in each of the six areas of communication.
Choose activities from the area(s) you are most concerned about.

These suggestions are useful for encouraging communication development in
all children not just those causing concern.

The suggestions are intended to be used whilst waiting for specific advice
from a Speech and Language Therapist or before a referral is made.

The ideas are not presented in any suggested order. It is intended that you
select the ones you feel will suit your child and your setting.

To Refer a Child to Speech and Language Therapy

If you have concerns about any aspect of a child’s communication
development, you can refer him/her to the Speech and Language Therapy
Department. Please telephone:

Gloucester 01452 891100

Cheltenham 01242 516235.

You must always obtain parental consent before beginning the referral
process.
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What do we need to communicate?

A Reason to Talk

= Likes

= Needs

= Interests

= Stimulating
environment

Time and opportunity
to communicate

l

Someone who is
able and ready to
listen. Someone to
encourage and give
a positive response
to all communication
attempts.

LISTENING AND ATTENTION

COMPREHENSION

The child’s understanding of the
words you say to them.

EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE

What the child says to you.

SOCIAL
INTERACTION
AND SOCIAL USE
OF LANGUAGE

SPEECH SOUNDS

VOICE AND
FLUENCY







