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Welcome to the Spring 2016 Primary Newsletter 
- sharing developments from around the county and updates on national initiatives 

 

 

Assessment  
 

DfE Statistical First Release (SFR, December 2015)  
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-curriculum-assessments-at-key-stage-2-2015-revised   
 

Revised national curriculum assessments at KS2 in 2015. 
Floor standards for 2015 confirmed as:  

 65% of pupils at the end of KS2 attain L4+ in all of reading, writing and mathematics; and 
 national medians for proportion of pupils making, at least, two levels of progress: reading (94%),      

writing (97%), mathematics (93%). 
[Applicable for state-funded mainstream schools with Y6 cohort of, at least, 11 pupils.] 

 
DfE Performance Tables (December 2015) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/performance/index.html  
 

The 2015 tables show: 
 results from KS2 tests in reading, GPS and mathematics. 
 KS2 teacher assessments in English, reading, writing, mathematics and science. 
 KS1 to KS2 pupil progress measures in reading, writing and mathematics. 

 
Independent report Rochford Review: interim recommendations (STA, December 2015)  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rochford-review-interim-recommendations 
 

The report provides guidance to schools about how to report statutory assessment outcomes for pupils working 
below the standard of the national curriculum tests at KS1 and KS2.  The report:  

 follows the same principles as the interim teacher assessment frameworks;  
 provides an interim solution for reporting outcomes in 2016; 
 defines interim pre-key stage standards. 

Click here for the full report and interim pre-key stage standards for KS1/KS2. 

 
Primary school accountability (DfE, January 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/primary-school-accountability 
 

This guide sets out how the DfE will calculate primary school accountability measures.  The 2016 performance 
tables will reflect the calculations used. 
Floor standard (p6)  
In 2015/16, a school will be above the floor if:  
• at least 65% of pupils meet the expected standard in English reading, English writing and mathematics or  
• the school achieves sufficient progress scores in all of English reading and English writing and mathematics.  
 

Therefore, to be above the floor standard, a school must meet either the attainment or all of the progress element. 
 
 

http://staffnet.gloscc.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=1797
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-curriculum-assessments-at-key-stage-2-2015-revised
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/performance/index.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rochford-review-interim-recommendations
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rochford-review-interim-recommendations
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/primary-school-accountability


   
 
2016 teacher assessment exemplification: KS1/KS2 mathematics (STA, 29.01.16) 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2016-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks1-mathematics 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2016-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks2-mathematics 
 
KS1/KS2 exemplification material to support teacher assessment of each pupil at the end of  
KS1/KS2 in 2016.  This guidance should be used with the 2016 interim TA frameworks. 
It should be used by: 

 teachers to make accurate and robust TA judgements; 
 LAs when training schools and moderators. 

 
The exemplification shows examples of pupils’ work at the standards detailed in the interim TA  
frameworks.  The interim TA frameworks are for 2015/16 only.  The DfE is evaluating options for future  
years. 

 
2016 teacher assessment exemplification: KS1/KS2 writing (STA, 08.02.16) 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2016-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks1-english-writing  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2016-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks2-english-writing  
 
KS1/KS2 exemplification material to support teacher assessment of each pupil at the end of  
KS1/KS2 in 2016.  This guidance should be used with the 2016 interim TA frameworks. 
It should be used by: 

 teachers to make accurate and robust TA judgements; 
 LAs when training schools and moderators. 

 
The exemplification shows examples of pupils’ work at the standards detailed in the interim TA  
frameworks.  There are annotated and unannotated versions available to aid training.  The interim  
TA frameworks are for 2015/16 only.  The DfE is evaluating options for future years. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Ofsted 
 
Short inspections of good schools 
A useful resource for good schools who are expecting to receive one of the new-style  

one-day inspections is the blog by Sean Harford, National Director, Education, at Ofsted - ‘Short Inspections: 10 

things you need to know.’  

https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2015/12/16/short-inspections-10-things-you-need-to-know/  

HMCI's monthly commentary: January 2016 (Ofsted, 28.01.16) 

Ofsted's Chief Inspector, Sir Michael Wilshaw, reflects on what Ofsted has learnt from the first term of short 

inspections of ‘good’ schools. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/hmcis-monthly-commentary-january-2016 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2016-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks1-mathematics
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2016-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks2-mathematics
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2016-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks1-english-writing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2016-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks2-english-writing
https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2015/12/16/short-inspections-10-things-you-need-to-know/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/hmcis-monthly-commentary-january-2016


 

  

Closing the Gap  
 
Working together to close the gaps for disadvantaged children & young people in Gloucestershire 
 
We know that individual schools in Gloucestershire are showing significant impact of the pupil premium funding 
and that there are pockets of effective practice across the county.  The Pupil Premium summit in July 2015 
reported “Finding ways to achieve impact on a larger scale is one of the obstacles we face in the drive to raise 
standards.  While there is no one-size-fits-all solution, we do need better systems in place for sharing and 
collaborating.” 
 
So the focus this term for Closing the Gap in Gloucestershire is: 

 Sharing effective practice 

 Collaborating on identified issues 

 

Sharing practice 

If your school has successfully narrowed the gap for disadvantaged pupils in a particular area then please let us 

know by completing the ‘CtG Effective Practice’ form at: 

 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/120160/Effective-practice 

 

We can then share your practice with other schools, as part of the Pupil Premium Toolkit, to support them in 

closing the gap for disadvantaged pupils. 

 

Collaborating 

To help us focus further support for closing the gap, we would like to hear from you:  

 What are the key issues that need to be addressed this year to help close the gaps for disadvantaged 

children and young people?  

 How can the local authority support you? 

 

Let us know your views by completing a short online survey - there are only 2 questions so it won’t take longer 

than 5 minutes. 

http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/GloucestershireClosingTheGap/ 

 

 

RAISEonline Update 
 

 

The 2015 Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP) data are now available in the RAISEonline inspection 

dashboards and the summary and interactive reports. Prior attainment data for year 1 and 2 pupils have also 

been added to the dashboards. These data show the percentage achieving at least expected in reading and in 

writing early learning goals and in both mathematics early learning goals. 

Validated reports have now been published. 

 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/120160/Effective-practice
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/GloucestershireClosingTheGap/


 

 

 

 

  

Governance 
 

Schools’ financial efficiency 
The DfE has updated its resources on financial health and efficiency for schools. The link below includes details 
on the ‘Schools benchmarking report card’ (which was emailed to all schools in January), providing highlights of 
schools’ key financial and performance data compared with a small number of statistical neighbours. Your 
governors or academy trustees should request this from your school. You can also watch a demonstration of the 
department’s financial benchmarking for maintained schools and academies and how you can generate your 
own benchmarking reports. There is also a new metric tool to provide schools with an indication of their 
efficiency compared with similar schools (link below).  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/schools-financial-efficiency-financial-benchmarking 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/schools-financial-efficiency-metric-tool 
 
Are you interested in becoming a governor? Do you need clerking for your governing body? 
Get in touch with Jennie Leighton or Wendy Gallagher in Governor Services: 01452 425313 
governor.services@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

 

School to School Support  
 
A reminder that the GlosEd area of Schoolsnet is the place where you can find  

information about a range of support provided by schools to others. 

 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/110274/GlosEd  

 

It includes: 

 GlosEd Leaders –teachers or teaching assistants who can support teachers, teaching assistants and 

subject (or aspect) leaders 

 Local Leaders of Education (LLEs) and National Leaders of Education (NLEs) – headteachers of good and 

outstanding schools who can support leadership  

 Specialist Leaders of Education (SLEs) – middle or senior leaders who can support leadership 

 National Leaders of Governance (NLGs) – experienced chairs of governors who are able to support 

other chairs 

 Teaching schools – outstanding schools designated as teaching schools to offer training and 

development to others 

 School to school support – good or outstanding schools that are willing to share their practice 

 Independent providers – who have been recommended by schools that they have supported. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/schools-financial-efficiency-financial-benchmarking
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/schools-financial-efficiency-metric-tool
mailto:governor.services@gloucestershire.gov.uk
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/110274/GlosEd


 

Events Spring/Summer 2016  

Date Event Time Venue Organised by Further information 

8/3/16 
10/3/16 
16/3/16 

Primary Science Subject 
Leader Network 

Meeting 

9.30am 
– 

3.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

GCC – EP&I Team 
Subject leaders 

 

9/3/16 
New & Acting Primary 
Headteachers Network 

Meeting 4 

9.00am 
- 

12.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

GCC – EP&I Team 
New & Acting HT 

events 

9/3/16 
14/3/16 
18/3/16 

Primary Maths Subject 
Leader Network 

Meeting 

9.30am 
- 

3.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

GCC – EP&I Team 
Subject leaders 

 

11/3/16 
15/3/16 
17/3/16 

Primary English Subject 
Leader Network 

Meeting 

9.30am 
– 

3.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

GCC – EP&I Team 
Subject leaders 

 

19/4/16 

Primary Closing the Gap 
in Phonics (follow up for 

delegates from 7/1/16 
event) 

1.30pm 
- 

3.00pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

GCC – EP&I Team Closing the Gap Events 

22 & 
24/3/16 

EYFS 
1.30pm 

– 
4.00pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

GCC – EP&I Team EYFS Training 

20 & 
25/4/16 

PE:  Introduction to 
Gymnastics 

4.00pm 
- 

5.30pm 

Oakwood 
Primary School 

Chelt & North 
Tewkesbury School 

Sport Network 

Local PE Events see 
separate flyer 

27/4/16 
PE:  Lancashire PE 

Schemes of Work – EY, 
KS1, KS2 

9.15am 
- 

3.00pm 

Rowanfield 
Junior School 

Chelt & North 
Tewkesbury School 

Sport Network 

Local PE Events see 
separate flyer 

28/4/16 
New & Acting Primary 
Headteachers Network 

Meeting 5 

9.00am 
- 

4.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

GCC – EP&I Team 
New & Acting HT 

events 

Acting Headships and Deputy Headships  
 
Interested in becoming an acting head or deputy head? 
 
The LA is often approached by governing bodies seeking an interim headteacher or deputy.  We hold a register 
of senior and middle leaders with the capacity to act as a headteacher or deputy headteacher outside their 
school, and are keen that this is regularly refreshed. 
 
If you are interested in finding out more, information for applicants and governors is available on Schoolsnet via 
the link below, or contact Catherine Liptrot to discuss. catherine.liptrot@gloucestershire.gov.uk  
 
If you would like to be included on the register please refer to the guidance and complete the application form 
available on schoolsnet. 
 
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/112982/Headteacher-and-acting-headteacher-

recruitment 

 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/110445/Subject-Leaders
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/117770/New--Acting-Headteachers
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/117770/New--Acting-Headteachers
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/110445/Subject-Leaders
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/110445/Subject-Leaders
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/120162/Events
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/113717/Training
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/117561/Physical-Education
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/117561/Physical-Education
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/117770/New--Acting-Headteachers
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/117770/New--Acting-Headteachers
mailto:catherine.liptrot@gloucestershire.gov.uk
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/112982/Headteacher-and-acting-headteacher-recruitment
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/112982/Headteacher-and-acting-headteacher-recruitment


Events Spring/Summer 2016 continued 

Date Event Time Venue Organised by Further information 

24/5/16 
GlosEd Leaders Network 

Meeting 

1.30pm 
- 

4.00pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

GCC – EP&I Team GlosEd Leader Events 

10/6/16 
16/6/16 
21/6/16 

Primary Science Subject 
Leader Network 

Meeting 

9.30am 
- 

3.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

GCC – EP&I Team 
Subject leaders 

 

13/6/16 
New & Acting Primary 
Headteachers Network 

Meeting 

9.00am 
- 

12.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

GCC – EP&I Team 
New & Acting HT 

events 

14/6/16 
NLE/LLE Network 

Meeting 
1.30pm-
4.00pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

GCC – EP&I Team Glos NLE/LLE Events 

22/6/16 
Closing the Gap 

Conference 2016 

9.00am 
- 

3.30pm 

The Royal 
Agricultural 
University, 
Cirencester 

GCC – EP&I Team Closing the Gap Events 

23/6/16 
24/6/16 
28/6/16 

Primary English Subject 
Leader Network 

Meeting 

9.30am 
- 

3.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

GCC – EP&I Team 
Subject leaders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any comments or anything to share for the next edition, please send details to: glosed@gloucestershire.gov.uk  

Championing Excellence – Empowering the Community – Inspiring Innovation – Supporting Partnership 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/110647/GlosEd-Leaders
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/110445/Subject-Leaders
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/117770/New--Acting-Headteachers
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/117770/New--Acting-Headteachers
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/110651/Local--National-Leaders-of-Education
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/120162/Events
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/110445/Subject-Leaders
mailto:glosed@gloucestershire.gov.uk

