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   Mathematics GlosEd_Lines 
Welcome to the Spring 2016 Primary Newsletter  

- sharing developments from around the county and updates on national initiatives 
 

 

                               

         Primary Mathematics Subject Leader Network Meeting: Spring 2016 
                      Wednesday 9

th
; Monday 14

th
; Friday 18

th
 March (09:15-15:30) 

                              The Pavilion, Hatherley Lane, Cheltenham. GL51 6PN 
 

Lunch and refreshments will be provided.  Parking is available on-site. 
 

Outline for the day  
 National developments: learning, teaching and assessment; Closing the gaps. 
 KS1/KS2 interim TA frameworks: standardisation and moderation. 
[Please bring examples of work from pupils in Y2 and Y6 to inform discussions.] 
 Local developments: case studies from Lydney C of E/Aylburton Primary, Andoversford Primary & Foxmoor Primary). 

 

Please contact Emma Wheeler for further information, including booking details. 
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                                                Performance tables and floor standards (2014/15) 
 

DfE Statistical First Release (December 2015)  
Revised national curriculum assessments at KS2 in 2015.  Floor standards for 2015 confirmed as:  

 65% of pupils at the end of KS2 attain L4+ in all of reading, writing and mathematics; and 
 national medians for % of pupils making 2+ LP: reading (94%), writing (97%), mathematics (93%). 

[Applicable for state-funded mainstream schools with Y6 cohort of, at least, 11 pupils.] 
 

DfE Performance Tables (December 2015) 
Results from 2015 KS2 tests in reading, GPS and mathematics.  KS2 teacher assessments in English, reading, writing, 
mathematics and science.  KS1-KS2 pupil progress measures in reading, writing and mathematics.     

                               Primary school accountability (DfE, January 2016) 
 

This guide sets out how the DfE will calculate primary school accountability measures.  The 2016 
performance tables will reflect the calculations used.  In 2015/16, a school will be above the floor if:  

• at least 65% of pupils meet the expected standard in reading, writing and mathematics or  
• the school achieves sufficient progress scores in all of reading and writing and mathematics. 
So, to be above the floor standard, a school must meet either the attainment threshold or all of the progress element. 
The ‘coasting standard’ is yet to be confirmed.  The Education and Adoption Bill has passed through Parliament. 
 

Closing the Gap 
Pupil Premium Awards 2016 (DfE, 05.02.16) 
The DfE has announced details of this year’s awards.  Prizes include the chance to see Shakespeare productions and visit 
museums, such as London’s world-renowned Science Museum.  The awards will be presented at a ceremony in May.   
For more information, including details of how to enter, click here. 
 

      National Curriculum Assessment 
Independent report Rochford Review: interim recommendations (STA, December 2015)  
The report provides guidance to schools about how to report statutory assessment 
outcomes for pupils working below the standard of the national curriculum tests at KS1 

and KS2.  Click here for the full report and interim pre-key stage standards. 
 

2016 teacher assessment exemplification: KS1/KS2 mathematics (STA, January 2016) 
Exemplification materials to support teacher assessment at the end of KS1 and KS2 in 2016.  The guidance 
should be used with the 2016 interim TA frameworks. 
 

Every 11-year-old child to know times tables by heart (DfE, January 2016) 
‘The on-screen check will be piloted to around 3,000 pupils in 80 primary schools this summer, before it is rolled out 
across the country in 2017.  Pupils will be asked to give timed responses to a series of multiplication questions and the 
tests will be scored instantly.’  
 

                         GLOW Maths Hub 
MathsFest 2016: Cotswold Water Park Four Pillars Hotel, Monday 14

th
 March 2016 (10:00-15:30)  

Hear from leading national, and international, CPD providers of mathematics, including: 
 Professor Mike Askew: previously Professor of Education, King’s College, London. 
 Jane Jones: HMI lead for mathematics, Ofsted. 
 Charlie Stripp: NCETM Director and Chief Executive MEI. 

Delegates will have the opportunity to attend three keynote speeches and select two workshops. Book here.  
 

 

REMINDER 

mailto:emma.wheeler2@gloucestershire.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-curriculum-assessments-at-key-stage-2-2015-revised
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/performance/index.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/primary-school-accountability
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pupil-premium-awards-2016-launched
http://www.pupilpremiumawards.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rochford-review-interim-recommendations
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rochford-review-interim-recommendations
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-2016-teacher-assessment-exemplification
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/every-11-year-old-child-to-know-times-tables-by-heart
http://goo.gl/forms/FXWD8HSivW
http://staffnet.gloscc.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=1797
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If you have any comments or anything to share for the next edition, please contact:                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Tim Foster (tim.foster@gloucestershire.gov.uk) 
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NRICH update 
Jaunts into Geometry 
There are two groups of tasks which focus on geometry: 

o tasks to embed the aims of the national curriculum into geometrical contexts; 
o tasks to support geometrical strands of the curriculum using a problem-solving approach. 

 

Puzzling with Paper 
Paper-folding tasks offering opportunities for mathematical exploration.  Also, an article outlines how 
‘paper folding can help learners to deepen their understanding of geometry, to become more fluent 
with mathematical language, to persevere and become more curious about something they see.’  

 

                                                     Social Media  
More thought-provoking, and engaging, contributions from the world-wide web … 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

           
            

                                                         
                                                              

                               ‘Play Together To Learn Together’ (Erasmus project) 
Sherborne Primary School 
A joint project between six European schools, funded by the European Commission.  
Click here  to find out about the schools involved and the tasks being developed.  Also, see 
photographs of pupils at work, watch videos and read updates as the project progresses. 
 

Mathematics is EVERYWHERE! 
Plus, an unwelcome return of the mis-use of mathematics … 
 
 
 
 

Kangaroo Maths 
 

Got It? (Stages 1-9) 
‘A collection of holistic assessments designed to assess pupils' understanding of 

all the key concepts within a stage and help build a mathematical profile against age-
related expectations.  The assessments are structured in an order such that Q1 assesses 
statement 1, Q2 assesses statement 2 and so on.’  Produced in association with the AET 
Mathematics Team.   
 

NCETM 
Improvements have been made to the homepage making it more responsive to the varying 
formats and sizes of mobile devices.  The homepage layout has been simplified to signpost 
content more clearly. 
 

Teaching for mastery 
Presentation from Debbie Morgan (NCETM Director for Primary) to a conference of teachers in 
Lincolnshire in December 2015. 
 

Videos supporting teaching for mastery.  ‘Many teachers are beginning to think about the 
principles of teaching for mastery and are developing their practice in various ways.  This section 
of our site is for examples of such developing practice, and presentations including such examples. 

 

mailto:tim.foster@gloucestershire.gov.uk
http://nrich.maths.org/11898
http://nrich.maths.org/12235
http://erasmuspluslearningtogether.eu/
http://www.kangaroomaths.com/kenny3.php?page=KassessKS3#gi
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/48432
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/48209

