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Subject Leadership 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 
Welcome to the Spring 2017 Primary Newsletter 

- sharing developments from around the county and updates on national initiatives 
 

Primary Science Subject Leader Network Meetings 
      

Dates for your diary   2016-2017 
      Summer 2017 - The Pavilion • Full day • 13th, 14th, and 15th June 

Booking form available at:  
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/primary-subject-leaders/ 

Primary Science Subject Leaders Meeting Spring 2017 
28th, 29th, and 30th March at The Pavilion, Hatherley Lane, Cheltenham. GL51 6PN  9.15am - 3.30pm 

Outline for the day 
A more detailed agenda can be downloaded from: 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/primary-subject-leaders/ 

 National and local updates  

 Discussion                          
o What does a mastery/ greater depth curriculum look like in science?  

                                                                                                                           Kingsholm school and Robinswood School 
o How are you tracking the progress of pupils in science?  

 Teacher assessment in 2017  

 Using ICT to enhance the teaching of science and collect evidence of pupils’ work in science  
                                                                                                                        Sarah Taylor Independent Consultant 

 Developing our understanding of progression in working scientifically 

 Why does jelly wobble?  
 

Latest report from The Trends in International Mathematics and Science 
(TIMSS).  
This is a longitudinal study involving 57 countries that compares understanding and attitudes towards both 
science and mathematics for Year 5 and Year 9 pupils. The study provides key insights into performance in 
England and Northern Ireland over a number of years.  

See the full report on the DfE website TIMSS 2015: national report for England. 
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Science Subject Leaders Network meetings 2017/18 
 
This package can now be purchased through GCCplus at a cost of £230 
3 full day meetings in Autumn, Spring and Summer.  
Includes: resources, venue costs and refreshments on all days and lunch on the 2 full 
days.  
Prices per package are for one delegate from each school.  
 

Health and Safety    

CLEAPSS Subscription 2016/2017 

Don’t forget to subscribe to CLEAPSS for 2017/18 via GCCplus.    

For further details, please contact Alex Fleming. 

CLEAPSS membership - 14p per pupil 

Subscription through your local authority is offered at a preferential rate 
 

 

Brenda Keogh Primary Science Award 2017 

Brenda Keogh was an inspirational writer and teacher who touched and transformed the lives of 

teachers and learners all over the world. She leaves a lasting memory that will continue to influence 

classrooms for years to come.  

To celebrate Brenda Keogh’s memory, this award is given to two primary schools to help them enrich their 

science provision. The award is funded by Angel Solutions and presented by Millgate House Education and the 

ASE. The award aims to support schools with limited funding to make science a more enjoyable and engaging 

learning experience for their children. 

Email your entry by Friday 31st March 2017 to karenshoebottom@ase.org.uk. Schools will be notified by Monday 

5th June 2017.              Further details available here 

 
 

NEW ASE Resources:  
 
Understanding the expectations of the National Curriculum   
View online 
 
PLAN is a set of resources produced to enable teachers to have a clearer understanding of National Curriculum 
(England) expectations for meeting the standard in science. Annotated collections of children’s work provide 
examples of what working at the expected standard for primary science might look like for the knowledge and 
conceptual understanding statements of the programmes of study (POS).  
Each collection of work shows one example of how a pupil has met National Curriculum statements for a 
particular area of content but these are not intended to be the definitive way of teaching these statements. 
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Teaching and Learning 

2017 EYFS, KS1 and KS2 Assessment  
  
2017 assessment and reporting arrangements (STA, October 2017) 
Statutory guidance for assessing and reporting the EYFS profile and national curriculum at KS1 and KS2 in 
2016/17 academic year:  

 
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)  
Key Stage 1 (KS1)  
Key Stage 2 (KS2)  
 
2017 interim frameworks for teacher assessment at the end of KS1/KS2 (STA, July 2016)  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2017-interim-frameworks-for-teacher-assessment-at-the-end-of-
key-stage-1  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2017-interim-frameworks-for-teacher-assessment-at-the-end-of-
key-stage-2  
 
These statutory interim frameworks are to support teachers in making robust and accurate judgements for pupils 
at the end of KS1/KS2 in 2017.  
The interim teacher assessment frameworks are for 2016/17 only. The DfE is evaluating options for future years.  
The interim frameworks set out the standard(s) a pupil will be assessed against at the end of the key  
stage for reading, writing, mathematics and science.  
To show that pupils have met the standard, teachers will need to have evidence that a pupil demonstrates 
consistent attainment of all the statements within the standard. 
 

 
 
 

Click the bins if you want to get involved  

 
The competition is open to all schools and groups that have signed up to take part in Waste Week 2017. You can 

enter students as individuals, small teams or a whole class. Alternatively, parents can enter their children (as long 

as the school is signed up to take part in Waste Week). 
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CLEAPSS Competition 2017    www.cleapss.org.uk 

 

 
 
 

 

BBC Terrific Scientific   
  
Terrific Scientific is an ambitious new campaign from the BBC.  

“Our goal is to inspire primary school pupils to discover their inner scientist.” 
 

The campaign consists of 10 nationwide investigations and hopes to encourage 1 million children to take part. 
Terrific Scientific will also enable children to undertake genuine research using their science enquiry skills to 
inform the work of leading universities. The investigations are designed to be accessible and use everyday items. 
 
Primary schools will be able to take part in any or all of the five investigations.  

 Aimed at 9-11 year olds and fit in with the curriculum across the UK 

 Teaching resources made available for each investigation including a series of live lessons 

 The Terrific Science box will be sent to every primary school in the UK with materials to aid teachers in 
carrying out the investigations 

 A unique interactive map of the UK, enabling schools to upload their results from each investigation. 
(This will feed into real research being conducted by some of the UK’s leading universities) 

 
The investigations will be: 

 Taste - What happens when I eat? Am I a supertaster? January 2017  
 Water - Where does our water come from and why is it different across the UK? What is the water cycle? 

February 2017  
 Time - Do I change when the clocks change? March 2017  
 Trees - What's so important about our trees? May 2017  
 Speed - How can you slow down the fastest runner or wheelchair racer in your school? June 2017  

 
Schools can sign up at www.bbc.co.uk/terrificscientific to take part. 
There will be five more investigations from September 2017. 
 

Visit the new 

primary website 

 Teaching ideas 

 Doing things safely 

 leadership 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/newsletters/primary-newsletters/
mailto:Alexandra.fleming@gloucestershire.school.uk
http://www.cleapss.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terrificscientific


This newsletter can be found at Gloucestershire’s Schoolsnet webpage: GlosEdwebsite:newsletters 
If you have any comments or anything to share for the next edition, please contact Alex Fleming:   
Alexandra.fleming@gloucestershire.school.uk 
Championing Excellence – Empowering the Community – Inspiring Innovation – Supporting Partnerships 
 

 

 

Adfecto is leading the Science Learning Partnership                                                                                                                       
for Gloucestershire, North Wiltshire and Swindon 
                                                                                                                                                         
 science@adfecto.org.uk 
 

The current programme is highlighted below but they can also offer bespoke training which can be tailored to 
meet your school’s requirements. 
 

Primary courses on offer 
 

Developing Science Subject Leaders  RD101I07 

Good subject leadership has a positive impact on the quality of science teaching in primary schools. You will 

explore a range of strategies to audit and lead science in your school, understand your role more fully and be 

able to identify and promote effective primary science. 

Start date: 28th March and 24th May   Activity fee: £280.00 + VAT for 2-day package 

Book now at: https://www.stem.org.uk/cpd/279178/developing-role-science-subject-leader 

Digital technology in Primary Science  RD115I01 

Using a range of digital technologies helps schools meet the KS2 requirements for children to collect direct 

evidence from enquiries, process data and communicate their ideas. During this course you will get hands-on 

practical experience using digital technologies in science and be able to decide on the best use of the technology 

and integrate them into your science lessons. 

Start date: 24th April 2017  Activity fee: £145.00 plus VAT 

Book now at: https://www.stem.org.uk/cpd/295380/digitaltechnology-primary-science 

Putting Science at the Heart of Early years  RD120/I01 

Science can be used to support the development of the three characteristics of effective learning through 

exploration of the immediate environment. This course will increase your confidence in using a range of 

approaches and assessment strategies to meet children's needs in Early Years. 

Start date: 9th May 2017  Activity fee: £145.00 plus VAT 

Book now at: https://www.stem.org.uk/cpd/298636/putting-science-heart-early-years 

All the courses above will take place at 

Adfecto Offices, Unit 23, The Steadings Business Park, Maisemore Court, Church Road, Gloucester, GL2 8EY 

Primary Science Conference 

29th June – The Pavilion Cheltenham, Hatherley Lane, Cheltenham, GL51 6PN Activity fee: £145.00 + VAT  

Book now at:  - https://www.stem.org.uk/cpd/227632/primary-conference 
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The ASE Book Award 2016 
 
Self-Destructing Science - Space. A tearing, folding, cutting, experimenting and scribbling book by Isabel 
Thomas and published by Bloomsbury is a great book full of facts and relevant activities and experimenting.  
 

Exploring Science with Young Children by Terry Russell and Linda McGuigan and published by Sage gives a 
holistic pedagogical approach to scientific thinking and development in the very young and explores approaches 
to encourage progression and communication through talk and group work. More than one of our reviewers said 
that this should be core reading for early years and key stage one practitioners both early in their career and 
those already experienced. 
 
All titles are available in the ASE bookshop with discounts available for members. Submission details for the 2017 
award will be announced shortly. 

 
 
 
 
 

                    www.ase.org.uk 
 
 
 

 

Special Issue: No Boundaries, No Barriers  
 
Free to all early years and primary practitioners – a bumper edition of The Journal of 
Emergent Science – OUT NOW! 
 
This special edition features the outcomes of the 2016 Primary Science Teaching Trust 
Primary Science Conference, No Boundaries, No Barriers, held in June 2016.  
 
https://www.ase.org.uk/news/ase-news/jes-12-now-online/ 

 

Websites that are well worth a visit 

 

Take a trip into space Go there now!  
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CIEC provides a range of curriculum-linked teaching resources for the 

teaching and learning of the science curriculum. The websites provide 

teachers’ notes, presentations and teaching tools, as well as interactive 

tasks that children can access with teacher guidance. 

http://www.ciec.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

A new teaching and learning resource developed by the British 

Plastics Federation for primary and secondary schools. Click here 

polymer 

 

 

School trips, classroom resources, teachers' courses and events in your school that help students 

make sense of the science that shapes our lives.          Click here   

 

 

Four ways to bring the night sky into your 

classroom this Winter click here 

 

British Science Week 2017 
British Science Week (BSW) is a ten-day programme of science, technology, engineering and maths events and 

activities across the UK for people of all ages. 

 

Anyone can organise an event or activity, and the British Science Association helps 

organisers plan by providing free activity and support resources. We welcome and 

support any type of organiser, from schools to community groups, from parents to 

large organisations. The resulting programme of events is a hugely varied and eclectic 

mix. 

For more information please visit the British Science Week website: www.britishscienceweek.org 

 

How does an Engineer work? 
 
Ten engineering challenges have been developed by science museum specialists 
and school teachers in ten different disciplines. Students follow a five-step design process using engineering 
principles to solve simple problems such as building a glider to carry messages between friends or constructing a 
system to water plants. They start with investigating the problem and looking at the science needed to solve it. 
Then applying this knowledge, they design and create solutions to an engineering problem. Engineering 
challenges as well as teacher guides are available to download for free from the ENGINEER website. 
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