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Book Week: This year we decided to use 
books written by Roald Dahl as the focus for 
Book Week. We started off reading extracts 
from a variety of his books that the children 
chose from.  Fantastic Mr Fox, Esio Trot, The 
Twits and James and the Giant Peach were 
amongst them. This was followed by writing 
activities  – Witches’ spells and recipes were 
created, stories written and characters 
created. 

The staff always like an opportunity to dress 
up as characters to enable them to partake in 
the spirit of the event – so this year we were: 
the BFG (Big Friendly Giant), a Witch (The 
Witches) and Willie Wonka (Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory) 

After Dayna created a collage in the way 
that Roald Dahl did, she used this as a 
prompt for descriptive writing using 
powerful vocabulary: A figure appeared!  
A blanket of long locks, hiding a sly smirk. 
What was seen? The profoundly 
suspicious and mysterious face announced 
his thoughts. His mind had turned into a 
catastrophe, full of fireworks, whirling 
around with astonishment. His body was 
as round as a beetroot but as weak as a 
daisy. His peculiar eyes stared into your 
mind. So powerful yet so alarming. Scaring 
you. Yet arms so skinny but polka dot 
hand. Arms that were so fragile yet were 
so strong. He walked so gracefully with his 
dainty feet in their tower-block shoes. His 
obscure nose was a button; round and 
solid. There was a scream! What just 

 Trudi as one of the Witches, Carmel and 

Helen as BFG and Willie Wonka from 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 

John with his created 

character in the style 

of Dahl. 

Dayna’s character in 

the style of Dahl 



Readathon, Michael our Storyteller and 
Henry 
Readathon (formerly Readwell) our brilliant 
suppliers of new books each term  for 
children in hospital have the Children in 
Need team as one of their sponsors.  They 
were contacted by Readathon  following a 
very positive response by one of our pupils, 
Henry, to Michael our Storyteller who is also 
funded by Readathon. Henry has to spend a 
lot of time in hospital because of a heart 
condition  but he and Michael met the last 
time Michael came to the hospital for 
storytelling. They had great fun creating a 
story with Henry’s lively imagination and 
Michael’s expertise.  

Following this positive outcome, Readthon 
asked Henry and his parents if they were 
happy to be interviewed by Children in 
Need to be televised for their fundraising 
event in November, which they were.  
The BBC team came to our schoolroom and 
to do the interview with Henry and Michael 
which was then shown on Children in Need 
South West. Henry spoke maturely about 
his enjoyment of the storytelling session 
and movingly about his condition. 

 

Michael 
reading the 
Owl Babies 
with George 
and using 
sensory  
resources 

Book Week continued 

 

Imogen, who has no 
sight, enjoyed using 
some raised Roald 
Dahl shapes to feel the 
characters’ images,  as 
part of Book Week 
 
 
 
 
 

More Literacy in the Schoolroom. 
 
Jack stayed in hospital for a while so we  
obtained his schoolwork. In Literacy his class 
had been working on storytelling and 
dramatising the Three Billy Goats Gruff. He 
was excellent at enacting the story 
accompanied by actions, as you can see 
from his photo here. We took a video of his 

performance as we 
were so impressed 
by him. 
At the same time, a 
Reception pupil 
performed their 
story of ‘the Selfish 
Crocodile’ using 
animals as prompts. 
Using these, he took 
on the voices of the 
different animals. 

Saffy and Lucy 
using Roald 
Dahl as a  
stimulus for 
their own  
writing. 



Working with Early Years Pupils 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Role play ‘At the shops with Liam’. 

 

Liam taking a telephone order from Helen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A science lesson on floating and sinking. 

Science in the School Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George showing obvious enjoyment 

participating in a Science floating and 

sinking  lesson. Ellie drew the results for him 

in the form of pictures—great partnership 

working. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Food and Nutrition 

This takes place on a Friday and the pupils 

enjoy this and these are important skills to 

be learnt—both in terms of cooking and of 

eating healthily and wisely. A wide range of 

recipes are made - including cheese scones, 

apple and mince pies , Christmas biscuits. 

Children in Need  by Mackenzie W. 

On Friday 13thNovember 2015, we made 

some Pudsey biscuits to help show 

awareness for Children In Need. We made 

these biscuits to raise money for Charity 

because we would like to donate money to 

those children who may live in poverty or 

might not have the life we have. After 

making the Pudsey biscuits, we went round 

the children’s wards of the Gloucester Royal 

Hospital and we asked for donations. We 

also raised money by selling Pudsey head 

bands which were a great success! In total, 

we made £80! Now, that £80 is being spent 

on those children who need it and 

equipment for schools, other hospitals and 

clubs supporting children’s needs around 

the world. 

 

 

 

 

Children In Need is a charity raises money 

to improve the lives of disadvantaged 

children in the UK with the aim of making 

them happy and secure and reach their full 

potential. People send in money so that 

these children in the UK can get a life they 

deserve, and 

so that the 

children know 

that there are 

millions of 

people out 

there that care 

about them. 



Rugby World Cup 
The Argentinian 
Rugby Team came 
to visit the children 
on the ward which 
was a great success 
(seen here with 

Jack)  and the Teaching Staff enjoyed their 
visit too! 
The pupils in the 
school room kept 
a table of up to 
date results as the 
matches were 
played. They also extended their knowledge 
about the countries the different teams 
came from by their research and wrote facts 
to accompany our rugby world cup display. 
CLIC Awareness Month 

We were asked by our Clic Social Worker 
Janet if we would  
help support this  
by visiting all  the  
families on the  
ward  and by  
making cakes and 
asking for donations  
to raise money for 
the charity. We were happy to do this and 
enlisted the pupils to help! The children 
were able to choose a free gift of a pen, a 
wristband or brooches. And  £ 74.79 was 
raised for CLIC. 
Wellbeing 
Wellbeing is a feature of our timetable now. 
One of our thoughts for the month was 
gratitude. Pupils thought about how to 

develop 
thoughtfulness and 
gratitude and 
wrote 3 things that 
they were grateful 
for that week.  

Reflection Time 
We have introduced into our timetable a slot 
for reflection time which is taken by our 
Hospital Chaplain, John Thompson and 
occasionally by Susan, a curate from 
Gloucester. These have been very successful 
with the pupils as John talks on a range of 
topics such as ‘What makes us happy or sad’, 
or festivals such as the Hadj with an 
emphasis on journeying and here in this 
picture, he is talking to Liam about the 
Jewish festival of Hanukkah. His dad found it 
very interesting too! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Outside the 
Schoolroom 
We were pleased  
that Pied Piper 
agreed to fund a 
photographic 
image on the 
ceiling at the 
entrance to the 
school room as a 
way of signposting 
our location. Very 
apt in view of Tim 
Peake starting off 
on his space 
mission! 
On our notice 
board we have 
samples of work to 
showcase what we 
carry out in the 
lessons in the 
schoolroom. 



Learning Languages     Each year, we 
are lucky 
enough to have 
A level language 
students from 
Sir Thomas 
Rich’s to come 
on a Wednesday 
afternoon to 
work with the 
pupils. This 
year there has 
been a focus on 
French and 
Spanish and 
here Becky and 
Bronwen are 
working with 

Adam and Maria on their French language 
skills using a variety of different resources. 
With older pupils they are able to practise 
their oral skills to increase their confidence 
in spoken language. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Imogen enjoying playing her 
Ukulele—hearing the 
sounds and touching the 
strings. The ukuleles have 
been donated by UKE.uk to 
whom we are extremely 
grateful as quite a number 
of long pupils have been 
given one to keep, including 
Imogen. All her family all 
have one now and they all 

play together. 

Our 

Christmas 

Tree for the 

school room 

this year 

made from 

decorated 

shoes and 

stars with a 

wish. 

 

Handicap International 
A representative from this charity came to 
speak at both bases about the plight of 
children who have lost limbs through  
becoming victims to landmines and other 
explosive devices. He presented a video 
and a powerpoint which highlighted the 
huge issues these children have coping 
with this and how the charity works to 
supply and fit them with an artificial limb. 
However he also pointed out that it wasn’t 
a question of providing one artificial limb, 
since as the children grew, they had to be 
fitted with a new one. Carmel thought it 
would be reflective to illustrate this 
through decorating one of a pair of shoes 
and hanging them from our  tree instead 
of the usual Christmas decorations. To 
focus on the needs of others, the pupils 
were asked to decorate a star and write a 
wish for someone other than themselves. 
 
 


