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Subject Leadership 

 

 

English 
Welcome to the Spring 2018 Primary Newsletter 

- sharing developments from around the county and updates on national initiatives 
 

Subject Leader Network Meetings March: 20th 21st and 22nd 

The Pavilion Cheltenham, 9.15-15.30 

                                             AGENDA                                               
 

1. National and Local Updates 
 

2. Writing 

 STA Moderator training materials (January 2018 and available through NCA Tools) 

 Teaching the writing process 

 What works for boys  

 Schools’ samples of pupils’ work from EYFS through to Y6 including writing in topic/subject work. 
Delegates, please bring: 

• your good practice to share on what works for developing pupils’ writing skills, including specific 
strategies for groups such as: boys; SEN; the more able; 

• samples of pupils’ writing from Reception through to Year 6 across a range of abilities. The 
evaluation feedback and discussion at the November meetings agreed that writing in topic work as 
well as English would be useful to share; colleagues have also requested examples of writing at 
‘greater depth’. 

• the relevant National  assessment documents. For example: EYFS Reading and Writing ELGs; KS1 and 
KS2 Assessment and Interim Assessment Frameworks. 

 
3. Reading: Good Practice from two Gloucestershire schools 

 Naunton Park Primary   Deborah Morrish 
- Reciprocal Reading 
- Whole school reading challenges – for example: reading passports; reading bingo. 

 Swindon Village Primary     John Bradley 
- CLPE: the power of reading – a whole school initiative – the impact of writing across the 

school 
- The change in direction for guided reading. 
 

4. The Cheltenham Literature Festival 2018 
 

 

Full agenda with details of the schools’ good practice sessions  at:  GlosED English Agenda 
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2018 Assessment: EYFS, KS1 and KS2   
EYFS    Link to EYFS assessment DFE EYFS ARA 

 The EYFS Profile remains statutory for 2018 assessment of pupils. 
 

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 Assessment 2018 

 The  KS1 and KS2  2018 ‘Interim Assessment Frameworks’ and the ‘pre-key stage: pupils working below 

the test standard’  were published in September 2017 – please note the changes to the assessment 
of writing for both key stages 

 KS1 and KS2 2018 writing exemplars published in October 2017. These are based on the pupils from the 
2017 materials. 

 KS1 assessment: Reading and Writing Teacher assessment; reading test to inform the teacher 
assessment judgment. The EGPS test remains optional. 

 KS2 assessment remains the same: Reading and EGPS tests; Writing teacher assessment; 

 Calendar with all information on 2018 assessment published October 2017 
 

STA LINK TO ALL DOCUMENTS FOR EFYS, KS1 AND KS2: STA 2018 assessment 
 

Assessment information can also be accessed at Gloucestershire Schoolsnet: Schoolsnet Assessment Link 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Oxford School Improvement Expert Event (A Gloucestershire LA facilitated event) 
 

‘Raising Achievement in Literacy: Comprehending Comprehension –  
Making the Invisible Visible’ 

 
This full day event is aimed at primary headteachers, senior leaders and English Subject Leads. The course 
will be lead by Tony Whatmuff and will focus on the characteristics of reading comprehension and the 
barriers some pupils face. It will include classroom strategies and tools to support improvements. There 
are only 70 places and each school is limited to two places. 

 
The flyer and full agenda can be found at this link: 
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/headteachers/ 

 
There are 70 places available and places will be allocated on a first come first serve basis. Each school is 
limited to two places. 
 

To register your interest in attending this course, please email subjectleaders@gloucestershire.gov.uk.  
providing the name of your school and the name/s and roles of the delegate/s who will be attending. 
Details on how to pay for and book onto this course will be provided. Deadline: 29th March 2018. 
 

Date: 19th April 2018 
Times: 9.15-15.30 
Venue: The Pavilion Cheltenham  
    GL51 6PN 
Cost: £40 per person to cover administration, 
venue and refreshment costs which includes 
lunch 
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Subject Leadership 

 

Ofsted: ‘Bold Beginnings’ (Jan 2017) The Reception curriculum in a 
sample of good and outstanding primary  

Link to Bold Beginnings 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 KS1 and KS2 Performance Headlines 
 

The 2017 primary school performance tables report: 
 results from KS2 tests in reading, GPS and mathematics; 
 KS2 teacher assessments (TA) in reading, writing, mathematics and science; 
 KS1-KS2 average pupil progress measures in reading, writing and mathematics. 

 
2017 EYFS profile results – 2017 PSC/KS1 assessments – 2017 KS2 national curriculum assessments 
Revised statistics for 2017 at national, regional and LA level, including breakdown by pupil 
characteristics for: EYFS profile results; PSC/assessments at KS1; national curriculum assessment at KS2.  
 
Analyse School Performance (ASP) and the Inspection Data Summary Report (IDSR) 
Final, validated, versions for 2017 have been released on Secure Access.  ASP provides the following 
reports: KS2 headline measures – KS1 and phonics – EYFS – Absence and exclusions – School 
characteristics.  
 

Extract Page 23 
 

56 Leaders and staff across all the schools visited were clear 
about what they taught to develop Reception children’s writing 
composition. Children were taught to:  

• participate in whole-class or small-group talk as 
preparation for writing  

• compose and write independently, when they had the 
necessary skills  

• rehearse out loud what they were going to write  
• compose a sentence orally before writing it down  
• sequence sentences to form short narratives  
• re-read what they had written to check it made sense  
• read aloud what they had written.  

57 Reception children who had been given these opportunities 
were able to write independently by the end of the year.  
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Teaching and Learning 

 

 
 

 

Education Endowment Foundation – Closing the Gap 
A reminder 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org 
 

Key Stage 1 Literacy Guidance     Published    September 2016    now with self-assessment guide 

 
 
Key Stage 2 Literacy Guidance     Published     April 2017  self-assessment guide currently being produced 
 

Future Publications 
Preparing for Literacy                      Due     Autumn 2017 
Literacy at Transition                       Due    Spring 2018 
 
 

Link to EEF KS1 Literacy RAG PDF 
 

CLPE: Centre for Literacy in Primary Education 
Link to CLPE 

A reminder about three ‘What we know works’ documents schools may find useful. There is also a range 
of free resources to support the teaching of quality texts including picture books. 
 

                
 

The EEF is a source for evidence based 

resources, strategies, interventions and 

information. 

Sign up for email alerts which will provide 

you with up to date information. Follow the 

link above. 
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