
   
 
 

 
Dear Parent/Carers, 
 
Checking Year 13 students (2017/18 academic year) are up to date with their 
vaccinations 
 

It is very important that a young person is up to date with their vaccinations throughout their 
school life as this is when they come into contact with more young people and potential 
sources of infection. This is especially true when Year 13 students go off to university for the 
first time. 
 

There are two vaccinations which are particularly important for this age group; Measles, 
Mumps and Rubella (MMR), and the MenACWY vaccination. There is currently an outbreak 
of measles across Avon, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire and other parts of the UK particularly 
affecting the 16 – 25 years age group. 
 

In some parts of Gloucestershire, and the country more widely, and in some age groups, 
vaccination rates are lower than needed. This puts unvaccinated individuals, children and 
young people, at a greater risk and increases the likelihood of an outbreak in the wider 
population. 
 

NHS England and Gloucestershire County Council Public Health Team are urging Year 
13 students and their parents/carers to check that they are up-to-date with all their 
vaccinations to protect them from serious infectious diseases. 
 
MMR Vaccination: Measles is a highly infectious viral illness that can be very unpleasant 
and sometimes lead to serious complications. The best protection against measles is to 
ensure you have two doses of MMR vaccination. Vaccinations usually take place in 
childhood at 1 year and then again at 3 years and 4 months and we know that some 
students may be unsure whether they were given this vaccination as a child. It is easy to 
check your MMR status; students should contact their GP practice and ask if they have had 
two doses of MMR vaccine. If students haven’t had two doses, they can arrange to have 
them free of charge at their GP practice. 
 
Further information about measles and MMR can be found at: 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/complications/ 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/mmr-vaccine/ 
 

MenACWY Vaccination: Meningococcal disease is not common but potentially life- 
threatening and can cause meningitis (inflammation of the brain) and septicaemia (blood 
poisoning). 
 
Both diseases are very serious and can kill. The vaccine also protects against 
meningococcal groups A and Y. It is very important that students receive the vaccination as 
they are amongst the most at risk groups. 
 

Students would have been offered the MenACWY vaccination during a previous academic 
year. If students haven’t received the MenACWY vaccination they can contact their GP to 
arrange an appointment. There is no cost involved in receiving the vaccine. More information 
about the MenACWY vaccination can be found here: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/men-acwy-vaccine/ 
 

For further advice and information please contact your GP or NHS 111. 
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