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Introduction  
 
Section 88P of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 (the Act) requires 
every local authority to make an annual report to the adjudicator. The Chief 
Adjudicator then includes a summary of these reports in her annual report to the 
Secretary for State for Education. The School Admissions Code (the Code) sets out 
the requirements for reports by local authorities in paragraph 6. Paragraph 3.23 
specifies what must be included as a minimum in the report to the adjudicator and 
makes provision for the local authority to include any other issues. The report must 
be returned to the Office of the Schools Adjudicator by 30 June 2018. 
 
The report to the Secretary of State for 2017 highlighted that at the normal points of 
admission the main admissions rounds for entry to schools work well. The Chief 
Adjudicator expressed less confidence that the needs of children who need a place 
outside the normal admissions rounds were so well met. In order to test this concern, 
local authorities are therefore asked to differentiate their answers in this year’s report 
between the main admissions round and in year admissions1. The order of this 
template for the annual report by local authorities reflects this. 
 
 
 

Information requested 
 

1. Normal point of admission 
 

A. Determined arrangements 
 

i. Please specify the date your local authority determined its arrangements for 

admissions in 2019 for its voluntary controlled and community schools. Please 

state if this question is not applicable as there are no voluntary controlled or 

community schools in the local authority area.  

 

 

ii. Please specify the date the determined arrangements for voluntary controlled 

and community schools were published on the local authority’s website. Say if 

not applicable.  
 

 

 

 

iii. What proportion of arrangements for own admission schools was provided to 

the local authority by 15 March? 

☐Not applicable    ☐None    ☐Minority    ☒Majority    ☐All 

                                                           
1
 By in year we mean admission at the start of any school year which is not a normal point of entry for 

the school concerned (for example at the beginning of Year 2 for a five to eleven primary school) and 
admission during the course of any school year.  

19/02/2018 

 

06/03/2018 

 



 Primary 
including middle 
deemed primary 

Secondary 
including middle 

deemed 
secondary 

All through 

 
iv. How many sets of 

admission arrangements 
of schools that are their 
own admission authority 
were queried directly by 
your local authority 
because they were 
considered not to comply 
with the Code? 
 

3 0 N/A 

 
v. If, when you considered arrangements for own admission authority schools for 

2019, you had any concerns about Code compliance, please indicate which 
paragraphs of the Code you thought were mainly being breached.  
 
We have a strong relationship with schools who are their own admission 
authority and provide ongoing support throughout the year on admission 
arrangement wording and how it is applied in practice. We also provide timely 
advice and guidance to schools on the consultation and determination 
timeline each year to ensure they take account of this in their planning.  
There is a dedicated mailbox for schools to send through any admission 
arrangement queries as well as their determined policies and  policies are 
compared year on year to identify any changes and discussions held with 
schools to ensure that their governors are satisfied that they have complied 
with the Code. 
 
Sections 1.43 – 1.49 of the Code contains the consultation and determination 
deadlines and requirements, and we do challenge a very small number of 
schools who do not follow timelines and who do not determine on time. 
 
Occasionally when reviewing In-Year Admissions, we need to refer Governing 
Bodies back to the Code (section 1.9) where they are requesting unlawful 
information or refusing places on the basis of the child’s behaviour, 
attendance, attitude or achievement.   
 
 

vi. Further comment: please provide any comments on the determination of 
admission arrangements not covered above. 
 
Many schools had determined the same policy, but did not change the dates 
within the document to show the newly determined year.  All were followed up  
before the determination deadline and updates made to ensure that their 
policies complied.  
 
As a Local Authority, we place a strong emphasis on the admission 



arrangements of schools.  We received on time determined admission 
arrangements for all but three Gloucestershire Schools.  

 

B. Co-ordination 

 
i. Provision of rankings: what proportion of own admission authority schools 

provided their rankings correctly undertaken by the agreed date? 
 

☐Not applicable    ☐None   ☐Minority    ☐Majority    ☒All 
 

 

 

C. Looked after and previously looked after children 

 

i. How well do admission arrangements in your local authority area serve the 
interests of looked after children at normal points of admission? 

 

☐Not at all ☐Not well  ☐Well    ☒Very well   ☐ Not applicable  

 

ii. How well do the admission arrangements in other local authority areas serve 
the interests of your looked after children at normal points of admission?  

 

☐Not at all ☐Not well  ☐Well    ☒Very well   ☐ Not applicable  

 

iii. How well do admission arrangements in your local authority area serve the 
interests of previously looked after children at normal points of admission? 

 

☐Not at all ☐Not well  ☐Well    ☒Very well   ☐ Not applicable  

 

iv. Please give examples of good or poor practice or difficulties which support 

How well did co-
ordination of the main 
admissions round 
work? 

Not 
well 

A large number of 
small problems or a 

major problem 

Well with few 
small problems 

Very 
well 

ii. Reception    X 

iii. Year 7    X 

iv. Other relevant 
years of entry  

   X 

v. Please give examples to illustrate your answer: 
 
All own admission authority schools provided their ranking data on time and 
accurately.  The LA and the schools work well together in accordance with 
service level agreements which ensures that the co-ordinated scheme for 
reception, infant to junior and transfer to secondary school goes smoothly.  The 
LA has very good working relationships with all schools and we work 
collaboratively to ensure best outcomes for all parties. 
 



your answer, and provide any suggestions for improvement: 
 
The Admissions team works collaboratively with our Virtual School to identify 
children in care and ensure that the social worker/carer applies for a school place 
on time.  
 
The admissions authorities for all our schools throughout Gloucestershire are 
aware of their responsibilities to ensure that children in care are given the highest 
priority for a school place. 
 
This year there were 109 children in care that were in the bulk transfer group and 
all were offered their first preference school. 
 
 

D. Special educational needs and disabilities 

 

i. How well served are children with disabilities and/or special educational needs 
who have an education health and care plan or a statement of special 
educational needs that names a school at normal points of admission? 
 

☐Not at all ☐Not well  ☐Well    ☒Very well   ☐Not applicable  

 

ii. How well served are children with disabilities and/or special educational needs 
who do not have an education health and care plan or a statement of special 
educational needs at normal points of admission? 
 

☐Not at all ☐Not well  ☒Well    ☐Very well   ☐Not applicable  

 



 

2. In year admissions 
 

A. The number of in year admissions. We are asking for two years’ data for 

comparative purposes. If you do not have the data for the year 1/9/16 to 

31/8/17 available, please still provide the data for 1/9/17 to 31/3/18. 

i.  Primary aged children Secondary aged children 

Number of in year 
admissions between 
1/9/17 and 31/3/18 

2233 781 

Number of in year 
admissions between 
1/9/16 and 31/8/17 

2152 935 

The reasons for children 
seeking in year admission 
will vary across the 
country. What do you 
consider to be the main 
reasons in your area? 

Military and Crown Servant 
Cohort 
Traveller Community 
Syrian Resettlement 
Program 
Moving house within County 
Moving into Gloucestershire 

Military and Crown Servant 
Cohort 
Traveller Community 
Syrian Resettlement 
Program 
Moving house within County 
Moving into Gloucestershire 

 

ii. The Code requires the setting of a published admission number (PAN) for 
each normal year of entry. In the annual reports for 2017 several local 

iii. Please give examples of good or poor practice or difficulties which support 
your answer, and provide any suggestions for improvement. 

 
The Admissions team works very well with the SEN casework team and regularly 

reviews processes to ensure that children with an EHCP are allocated a school 

place in a timely manner within the co-ordinated scheme timescales.  This year 

there has been a sharp rise in EHCP assessments and in some cases this has 

caused difficulties in allocating school places on national offer day due to the 

timescales involved in the EHCP process and parents specifying a school of their 

preference.  

 

This year has seen an improved process for children who want to attend a 

grammar school and joint earlier identification of these children has enabled that  

school to be named on national allocation day. 

 

It is not so easy for children who have disabilities and or special needs but who 

do not have an EHCP to get the school of their preference.  Families can be 

disheartened when they do not receive their first preference in the co-ordinated 

admissions round as they  have selected the school  they feel suits their child’s 

needs best -  without fully understanding the admission criteria of the 

school.  This can  be every emotive for parents and the admissions team provide 

as much guidance and clarity as possible within the restrictions of the legislation. 

 
 



authorities referred to problems in relation to in year admissions when 
schools which are their own admission authority refuse to admit applicants 
even if the year group concerned contains fewer children than the relevant 
PAN suggested could be accommodated. This was referred to sometimes 
as ‘capping’ in-year admissions and local authorities observed that it 
reduced the number of places available below that anticipated by the local 
authority. Please comment on your experience as a local authority. 

 
Where schools and academies refuse places when they are under PAN, we 
always attempt to contact the school or academy and discuss with them their 
reasons for refusal.  This is proving to be more frequently considered by schools 
as they consider their funding for future years and the efficient use of resources 
within their school.  
 
If this relates to their funding and classroom set up at point of entry for a lower 
than expected cohort, some schools have strong and valid reasons for not 
accepting additional pupils in these year groups. In a change to previous years, 
appeals against such decisions  are now being heard and upheld by independent 
panels in Gloucestershire (this is especially the case for Secondary Schools 
where each year group’s classes and options are funded and organised based on 
the their “working” PAN). 
  
 
If the reasons for refusal are not based on funding and the number allocated at 
point of entry, and rather are based on individual application refusals, discussions 
are held with the school and governors of the school.  We work with the school or 
academy to give advice, reminding them of their PAN for that specific year.  
Occasionally this will mean discussing possible rearranging of classes to ensure 
that KS1 regulations are not breached ( especially in the smaller primary schools) 
or reminding a school that they cannot refuse on information they have gained 
about that pupil from previous schools.  
 
Following our discussions, if the school still believe that they have a case for a 
panel to hear, then we ask the school to ensure an admission appeal is heard to 
add independence into the system.   

 
B. Co-ordination of in year admissions 

 

i. To what proportion of community and voluntary controlled schools does the 

local authority delegate responsibility for in year admissions? 

 

a) Primary:      ☐Not applicable ☐None ☐Minority    ☐Majority ☒ All 

b) Secondary: ☐Not applicable ☐None ☐Minority    ☐Majority ☒ All 



c) All-through: ☒Not applicable ☐None ☐Minority    ☐Majority ☐ All 

d) What do you consider to be the advantages and disadvantages of 
delegating responsibility for in year admissions (where applicable)? 

 
Advantages  

 At the time of applying for a school place parents do not necessarily 
have to know the status of the school – and the initial process is the 
same for all schools in the county. This keeps it more simple for 
families 

 Parents can receive a quick offer of a school place if a place is 
available 

 
 
Disadvantages 

 Schools have occasionally offered to the incorrect child on the waiting 
list as there can be disparities between the central waiting list and the 
one held by the school. 

 Difficulties for parents to navigate the system as schools have different 
forms/processes/time limits.  This can result in no offer of a school 
place, or alternatively a parent can hold an offer of more than one 
school place.  Parents may need to contact a number of schools in 
writing to secure a school place, or contact the LA for help. 

 The LA do not know of any new pupils to the area who have not been 
able to secure a school place until later in the process increasing the 
risk of pupils out of education and can also be frustrating for the family.  
This is because parents/carers may receive verbal refusals from the 
schools, do not apply in writing to the schools and there is no 
paperwork sent to the LA of the pupil details.  This means that the LA 
can not hold an accurate reflection of the volume of In Year admission 
requests. 

 LA unaware of vacancies at individual schools, as some schools delay 
sending in application forms whether the place has been offered or 
refused.  Schools may also offer a place and await a start date, so an 
accurate record of vacancies is not always available. 

 Occasionally, the delay in responding is due to the requested school 
seeking information from previous schools before considering the 
application.  Where we are aware of this practice, we have challenged 
schools and admission authorities in our own county and beyond. 
However, where In Year Admissions are administered by individual 
admission authorities rather than one point of contact, this practice will 
continue unchallenged. 

 The relationship between schools may be strained as one school feels 
disadvantaged when they follow the Code offering places to applicants, 
while their neighbouring school may not.  If there was one point of 
allocation, each school would be allocated places centrally based on 
parental preference and places available.  In this way, the LA would 
work collectively and consistently with all schools and all families would 
be treated fairly and equitably. 

 Admission Appeals are not always being offered following a refusal.  
Where this has been made known to us via a parent or a colleague, 
the LA contacts each own admission authority and chases up the 
appeal paperwork.  There have been occasions where we have 
chased the school on numerous occasions via the Head or the Chair of 
Governors for appeal paperwork and it has not been forthcoming.  In 
many instances, the parents become disillusioned and therefore do not 
appeal even when the paperwork is available. 



ii. For what proportion of own admission authority schools does the local 

authority co-ordinate in year admissions? 

 

a) Primary:     ☐Not applicable ☒None ☐Minority    ☐Majority ☐ All 

b) Secondary: ☐Not applicable ☒None ☐Minority    ☐Majority ☐ All 

c) All-through: ☒Not applicable ☐None ☐minority    ☐Majority ☐ All 

 

 

C. Looked after children and previously looked after children 
 

i. How well do in year admission arrangements in your local authority area serve 
the interests of looked after children? 

 

☐Not at all ☐Not well  ☐Well    ☒Very well   ☐ Not applicable  

 

ii. How well do the in year admission arrangements in other local authority areas 
serve the interests of your looked after children?  

 

☐Not at all ☒Not well  ☐Well    ☐Very well   ☐ Not applicable  

 
iii.How well do in year admission arrangements in your local authority area 
serve the interests of previously looked after children? 

 

d) What do you consider are the advantages and disadvantages of the local 
authority co-ordinating in year admissions (where applicable)? 

Advantages 

 Central Point of contact for parents and schools would ensure 
consistency in offers and refusals 

 Safeguarding would improve as the LA would know and take action for 
all pupils who are seeking a school place at the first point of contact. 

 Specialist admissions knowledge of the Code held by one team 
centrally to ensure consistency of service including admissions, 
admission appeals, transport eligibility, children missing education and 
parent advisers. 

 Up to date knowledge centrally held for whereabouts of all pupils 

 Speedy response time for any offers of school places for any 
vulnerable pupils, along with awareness of individual pupils’ previous 
schools, support needed and sibling connections. 

 
 
Disadvantages 

 Where a place is available at the school, there maybe a delay in 
offering a place as the In Year “round”  of allocation of places would be 
coordinated and offers/refusals sent for all schools at the same time 
each week/fortnight.  

 



☐Not at all ☐Not well  ☐Well    ☒Very well   ☐ Not applicable  

 

vii. Please give examples of good or poor practice or difficulties which support 
your answer, and provide any suggestions for improvement: 
 
Difficulties 
There have been difficulties with admissions are around children with 
EHCP’s placed in counties outside of Gloucestershire due to lack of 
relationships with schools outside the County.  In these cases we work with 
the SEND teams and Virtual Schools in the other Counties who have 
different processes and procedures to us.  This additional level of 
involvement increases the time taken to admit a child.  
It is becoming increasingly difficult for children who are missing education 
to gain a school/academy place in Key Stage 4 or those late arrivals in 
Year 11 who are Unaccompanied Asylum Seekers. 
 
Good Practice 
There is very successful collaboration between the Virtual School and the 
Admission Team where we provide helpful and supportive advice to each 
other and to our customers. This has enabled efficient response to 
changing status of children and application of the Code to support the 
admissions process.  
 

 
 

D. Children with disabilities and children with special educational needs 
 

i. How well served are children with disabilities and/or special educational 
needs who have an education health and care plan or a statement of special 
educational needs that names a school when they need to be admitted in 
year? 
 

☐Not at all ☐Not well  ☐Well    ☒Very well   ☐ Not applicable  

 

ii. How well served are children with disabilities and/or special educational 
needs who do not have an education health and care plan or a statement of 
special educational needs when they need to be admitted in year? 
 

☐Not at all ☒Not well  ☐Well    ☐Very well   ☐ Not applicable  

 

iii. Please give examples of good or poor practice or difficulties which support 
your answer, and provide any suggestions for improvement: 

 
There remains a challenge for schools to process in year applications for pupils 
with additional needs, with no EHCP or SEN statement, and who require 
support in schools.  While schools consider applications and what resources 
and support they may need to offer a place, children may not be attending 
school and this can make an assessment of the child’s needs and the provision 



they may need in school hard to determine. 
 
Due to the delay of a child starting school, the Local Authority may also be 
challenging the school to offer a place or appeal to this same child, as under the 
Code they are only permitted to use their admission arrangements to offer or 
refuse a place.  The Local Authority understands the challenges that schools 
face as the Code does not stipulate timelines but there is an expectation that 
schools will act in a timely manner. 
 
An update in the Code could be to state the maximum number of days taken for 
the  school to respond to an application, so that all parties - schools, parents 
and  Local Authority – are aware of these timelines.  The Code may also 
consider that the start day for the child may be delayed to allow the school to 
put in place additional support for child to ensure that they progress fully, prior 
to them starting at the school. 
 

 

E. Other children 

 

i. How well served are other children when they need to be admitted in year? 
 

☐Not at all ☐Not well  ☒Well    ☐Very well   ☐ Not applicable  

 

ii. Paragraph 3.12 of the Code - several local authorities referred to paragraph 
3.12 in their annual report for 2017 stating that this was being used 
“inappropriately” by some admission authorities. Please could you comment on 
your experience as a local authority: 
 

Gloucestershire LA is aware that some schools have used this section of the 
Code to refuse a place as they believe the child has challenging behaviour after 
speaking to previous school(s).  Once all potential receiving schools have 
spoken to the previous school, it can be that no governing body wishes to admit 
the child.  Much of this information exchange happens informally between 
schools and is therefore very hard to challenge.  
 
It is also felt that 3.12 is in direct conflict with 1.9 where admission authorities 
are unable to take account of a child’s behaviour in making their decision. 
 
In all known cases (where a school has formally responded to an application 
citing 3.12 as the reason for refusal) the school must refer the child through to 
FAP. This enables colleague Head Teachers to validate the reason for refusal – 
however, this is very much based upon the presentation of the school in 
question (and the limited or third hand information they had access to in making 
their decision). In most cases, where there is doubt that a child can easily 
succeed in a mainstream school, the Head Teacher FAP panel is likely to refer 
the child to an Alternative Provision school.  
 
 
 



Like many of our vulnerable children who are allocated through the FAP panel, 
their readiness for mainstream schools can be hard to define, and we are 
currently working with our Alternative Provision Schools, Academies and 
internal colleagues on a joined up approach and definition to ensure that our 
must vulnerable pupils are supported and can achieve within a school setting. 
 
It is also worth noting that the length of time taken for all schools to be 
approached, refuse a place, offered an appeal, referred through a Managed 
Transition or FAP Panel can take a number of weeks/months.  This is not 
helpful for the pupil, family, the Alternative Provision School or the school who 
will eventually teach and support the child. 
 

 
 

3. Fair Access Protocol 
 

A. Has your Fair Access Protocol been agreed with the majority of state-funded 
mainstream schools in your area? 

 
☒Yes for primary 

☒Yes for secondary 
 

B. If you have not been able to tick both boxes above, please explain why: 
 
 

C. How many children have been admitted or refused admission under the 

Fair Access Protocol to schools in your area between 31 March 2017 and 

31 March 2018?   

Type of 
School 

Number of children admitted 
Number of children refused 

admission 

Primary 
aged child 

Secondary 
aged child 

Primary aged 
children 

Secondary aged 
children 

Community 
and 
voluntary 
controlled 

1 3 0 0 

Own 
admission 
authority 
schools 

3 0 0 0 

Total 4 3 0 0 

 

D. If a number of children have not secured school places following the use of 
the protocol, please indicate what provision is made for these children. 

 
In Gloucestershire we use a Managed Transition programme to move children 
from APS into a mainstream school – only referring children through the FAP 
protocol where this has not been possible. 10 pupils have been allocated school 



places through our Managed Transition programme.  
 
An additional 15 cases could not be found places through the Managed 
Transition process initially and were scheduled to be heard as a FAP case.  
However, with schools/academies and the LA working collectively, these 15 
cases were offered a school place prior to the official FAP hearing. 
 
 

 
E. How well do you consider hard to place children are served by the Fair 

Access Protocol in your area? 

 

☐Not at all ☐Not well ☒Well  ☐Very well    ☐Not applicable 

 

F. Please explain your answer giving examples of good and poor practice, 
successes and difficulties as appropriate.  

 

Successes  
In Gloucestershire we have a process which works alongside the Fair Access 
Protocol called “ Managed Transition”.  This is where a school and an Alternative 
Pupil School (APS)  work together with support from the Local Authority to 
transition a child from APS to school smoothly and within a set time frame and 
guidelines and provides a more collaborative and planned approach in comparison 
to the FAP panel arrangements. However, this process is now starting to become 
more difficult as schools and academies have less capacity and resources  to offer 
support to additional vulnerable pupils and  the direction of the Fair Access Panel 
has been necessary to secure school places for these children.  
 
Difficulties  
The complexity of children’s circumstances has resulted in some challenges, 
especially where there are concerns over a pupil’s readiness for school.  The LA is 
working to update the Managed Transition process alongside schools and APS to 
ensure that children are ready to leave APS for a mainstream place and that all 
parties can support our vulnerable pupils to make the transition a success.  
As there has been a significant rise in permanent exclusions in the secondary 
sector in Gloucestershire, this has resulted in a high number of pupils at APS.  
This also presents a challenge as receiving schools cannot always match the 
options for Year 10 and 11 pupils who have been excluded. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

4. Directions 

 

A. How many directions did the local authority make between 31 March 2017 
and 31 March 2018 for children in the local authority area?   

 Primary 
aged 

children (not 
looked after) 

Primary 
aged looked 

after 
children 

Secondary 
aged children 
(not looked 

after) 

Secondary 
aged looked 
after children 

Voluntary aided or 
foundation 

0 0 0 0 

B. Please add any comments on the authority’s experiences of making 
directions. 

 

 

C. How many directions did the local authority make between 31 March 2017 
and 31 March 2018 for a maintained school in another local authority area to 
admit a looked after child?   

For primary aged children For secondary aged children 

0 

 

0 

D. Please add any comments on the authority’s experiences of making 
directions. 

 

 

 

E.  How many 
requests to the 
ESFA to direct an 
academy to admit 
a child did the 
local authority 
make between 31 
March 2017 and 
31 March 2018?   

How many children 
were admitted to 
school as a result 
of the request for a 
direction by the 
local authority to 
the ESFA between 
31 March 2017 
and 31 March 
2018?   

How many 
requests were 
outstanding as at 
31 March 2018? 

For primary aged 
children (not 
looked after) 

0 0 0 



For primary aged 
looked after 
children 

0 0 0 

For secondary 
aged children (not 
looked after) 

1 1 0 

For secondary 
aged looked after 
children 

0 0 0 

F. Please add any comments on the authority’s experiences of requesting 
directions. 

The length of time taken from the LA initial request for Direction to the ESFA took 
over 11 weeks (6 weeks were school holiday period).  They then issued a 
“Minded to Direct” letter rather than a full direction. It was then a further 4 weeks 
before the child started at the school.   

The contact at the ESFA was helpful and thorough, but it would have been very 
useful for him to stipulate the exact dates when he required information from of 
the LA or the school, and to provide instruction to the school when the ESFA 
wanted the child on roll by. 

Following the use of this process this year, Gloucestershire LA would be happy to 
provide feedback to the ESFA for any improvement areas that are being 
considered regarding Directions. 

 

G. Any other comments on the admission of children in year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5. Pupil, service and early years pupil premiums (the premiums) 
 

A. How many community 
or voluntary controlled 
schools in the local 
authority area will use 
a premium as an 
oversubscription 
criterion for 
admissions in 2019? 

Primary 
including 
middle 

deemed 
primary 

Secondary 
including middle 

deemed 
secondary 

All through 

Pupil premium 0 0 N/A 

Service premium 0 0 N/A 

Early years pupil 
premium 

0 N/A N/A 



Total number of 
schools using at least 
one premium in their 
oversubscription 
criteria 

0 0 N/A 

 

B.  How many own 
admission authority 
schools in your area 
will use one of the 
premiums as an 
oversubscription 
criterion for 2019? 

Total number of 
own admission 
authority schools 
using at least one 
of the premiums in 
their over 
subscription criteria 
for 2019 

Primary including 
middle deemed 

primary 

Early years 0 0 

Pupil 0 

Service  0 

Secondary 
including middle 

deemed secondary 

Pupil 6 6 

Service 0 

All through Early years N/A  

Pupil N/A 

Service N/A 

C. Do you have any further comments on the use of premiums? 
 
 

As a traded service on behalf of academies, we have previously investigated those pupils 
who have requested priority for entry based on ever having claimed pupil premium, of 
which a number were living out of County.  As different local authorities/schools can use a 
different mechanism of collating data regarding entitlement, some of whom charge for this 
information, it was a challenging situation to ensure that we could prove who was/was not 
eligible for this additional priority. 
 

 

6. Electively home educated children 
 

A. How many children were recorded as 
being electively home educated in the 
local authority area on 29 March 2018? 

 
 

B. Any comments to make relating to admissions and children electively home 
educated? 

 
Gloucestershire has seen an increase in the number of pupils registered for 
Elective Home Education (EHE).   
The majority of new starters for EHE were in the Secondary phase, with a number 
of pupils added to the EHE register when they were in Year 11 before 
examinations have been taken. 

759 



This is being investigated by the LA and we are working with school groups and 
clusters to ensure that parents are opting for EHE as a school choice rather than 
parents choosing this as an exit strategy to avoid exclusion.   
Anecdotally parents have contacted our In Year Admissions team stating that 
they believed that by opting for EHE, they would have a better chance of the LA 
finding them an alternative school place, and that they would not have opted for 
EHE had they realised how difficult it is to change schools/exam boards in Year 
11. 
 
 

 
7. Other matters 
 

Are there any other matters that the local authority would like to raise that have not 

been covered by the questions above? 

 

 
 
 
 

8. Feedback on the Local Authority Report template 
 

In previous years we have asked for feedback on the process of completing the 
template in the following November to inform what is asked in the following year. We 
are aware that it may be easier to provide feedback on providing information for the 
annual report at the time rather than later. We would therefore be grateful if you 
could provide any feedback on completing this report to inform our practice for 2019. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Thank you for completing this template.   
 

Please return to Lisa Short at OSA.Team@osa.gsi.gov.uk by 30 June 2018 

mailto:OSA.Team@osa.gsi.gov.uk

