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Special Educational Needs RAS (6–16 yrs) – Front Cover  

Child/Young Person’s Full 
Name: 

 Date of Birth:  

Setting:  
 

Year Group:  

Case Co-ordinator 
completing RAS: 

 Date of Completion:  

Manager oversight:  Date of oversight:  
 

Total of Low Level Scores:  Total of Medium 
Level Scores: 

 Total of High Level Scores:  

Highest Scoring Outcome:  Second Highest 
Scoring Outcome: 

 Outcome Areas not 
scored 

 

Main SEND Category: Has this category been confirmed 
by the EHC assessment?  Yes/No 

If no, please give details 

RAS Score: Indicative Resource: 

Agreed Main SEND Category: Agreed Resource: Date of Panel/Decision: 
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Special Educational Needs RAS 
1. Child/young person’s behaviours enable them and others to learn  
Does the child/young person have difficulties in this area? If no, please go to Outcome 2.  YES/NO 
 

Low level difficulties (displayed less frequently 
than daily but more frequently than weekly) 

 Medium level difficulties (displayed at 
least daily) 

 High level difficulties (displayed throughout 
the  day) 

 

Behaviours disrupt the learning of others   Behaviours  disrupt the learning of others   Behaviours have a major impact on others’ 
learning in all environments  

 

Behaviours disrupt their own learning on a 

daily basis 

 Behaviours have a significant impact on 
his/her well-being and learning 
opportunities  

 

Difficulties identifying and regulating emotions 

(e.g. anxiety, frustration, upset) impact on his/her 

and others’ learning  

 Difficulties identifying and regulating 

emotions (e.g. anxiety, frustration, upset) 

impact on his/her and others’ learning  

 Persistent difficulties identifying and 
regulating emotions (e.g. anxiety, 
frustration, upset)  impact on his/her and 
others’ learning and well-being  

 

Difficulties following class routines and 

expectations impact on his/her and others’ 

learning  

 Difficulties following classroom routines 
and expectations  impact on his/her and 
others’ learning  

 Persistently  challenging behaviours (e.g. 
uncooperative, destructive and disruptive)  

 

Aggressive or confrontational with others   Aggressive or confrontational with others   Significant physical and/or verbal aggression 
towards  others  
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2. Child/young person can communicate functionally with others and be understood 

Does the child/young person have difficulties in this area? If no, please go to Outcome 3.  YES/NO 
 

Low level difficulties  Medium level difficulties  High level difficulties  

Uses language for a range of functions but is not 
able to maintain a conversation or be understood 
clearly by others  

 Uses language for a limited range of 
functions, and has difficulty using language 
to communicate effectively their message 

 Unable to communicate consistently for a 
range of communicative functions, eg 
requesting, commenting, questioning, 
refusing and greeting 

 

Not  using language to interact with peers  Unable to communicate consistently using a 
simple phrase, eg “car gone” 

 

Uses augmentative and alternative 
communication system, eg communication 
booklet, PECS, Makaton, objects of reference, 
visuals consistently and independently 

 Uses augmentative and alternative 
communication systems in structured 
and/or supported situations 

 Uses augmentative and alternative 
communication system, eg communication 
booklet, PECS, Makaton, BSL, touch cuing, 
sign supported English, objects of reference, 
visuals etc as primary/only communication 

 

Some difficulty using language to organise their 
thoughts and ideas to be able to recount clearly 
an event or tell a story to a range of 
communication partners 

 Difficulty sequencing their ideas and 
thoughts to be able to recount clearly an 
event or tell a story to a range of 
communication partners 

 Unable to sequence their ideas and thoughts 
to be able to recount clearly an event or tell 
a story to a range of communication 
partners 

 

Difficulty initiating and  maintaining 
conversations 

 Difficulty with conversation skills in general  Unable to engage in conversation 
independently 
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3. Child/young person can listen and respond in a range of structured situations  
Does the child/young person have difficulties in this area? If no, please go to Outcome 4.  YES/NO 

 

Low level difficulties 
 

 Medium level difficulties  High level difficulties  

Listens and responds in partner and/or group 
situations with regular prompting, additional 
visual input and support 

 Struggles to listen and respond without 
frequent and consistent support and 
prompting 

 Significant difficulties listening and/or 
responding even with high levels of support 

 

Uses specialist communication 
equipment/aids/augmentative /alternative  
communication which requires  adult  
facilitation 

 

Relates well to adults and peers and is able to 
engage in subject appropriate conversations with 
some support 

 Relates well towards adults and peers but 
will often use phrases/behaviours which 
can be out of context 

 Has a short attention span for activities that 
do not interest them.  Quickly withdraws 
and goes into their own world 

 

Consistently finds it difficult to stay on task  

Manages  changes in routine provided adequate 
notice and preparation is given 

 Finds changes to routine stressful and may 

need time to calm down 

 Finds changes to routine and meeting new 
people very stressful and impacts 
significantly on ability to access learning 

 

Finds particular environments and sensory 
stimulation difficult to manage  and this impacts 
on ability to listen and respond 

 Sensory impairment impacts on ability to 
listen and respond in all environments  

 Sensory  impairment  impacts significantly 
on clarity and amount that is heard 

 

Impact of pain, fatigue, concern about continence 
management impacts on ability to focus 
throughout the week, but not daily 

 Impact of pain, fatigue, concern about 
continence management impacts on ability 
to focus at times throughout the day 

 Impact of pain, fatigue, concern about 
continence management has significant 
impact on ability to focus throughout the 
day 
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4. Child/young person can access, take part in and enjoy learning opportunities with increasing independence  
Does the child/young person have difficulties in this area? If no, please go to Outcome 5.  YES/NO 
 

Low level difficulties (displayed less frequently 
than daily but more frequently than weekly) 

 Medium level difficulties (displayed at 
least daily) 

 High level difficulties (displayed throughout 
the day) 

 

Refuses to take part in learning activities either 
with or without peers  

 Refuses to take part in learning activities 
either with or without peers  

 Refuses to take part in learning activities 
either with or without peers  

 

Difficulties at times of transition or when 
unexpected change to routine 

 Difficulties  at times of transition or when 

unexpected change to routine  

 Cannot self-regulate and becomes extremely 
anxious or distressed in group or structured 
activities and/or transitions  

 

Low level difficulties  Medium level difficulties  High level difficulties 
 

 

Affected more than peers by sounds, smells etc 
and this can periodically  prevent him/her from 
learning/adversely affect physical/medical 
condition 

 Sensory impairment (VI/HI/MSI) and/or 

management  of physical/medical 

condition regularly interferes with learning 

and participating in learning opportunities 

 Experiences severe reactions/adverse 
medical reactions  to sensory stimulation 
which have a severe impact on learning 
opportunities 

 

Short attention span for subjects that do not 
interest him/her 

 Difficulties which impact on concentration, 
ability to engage with work and attend 
education.   

 Experiences high levels of difficulties which 
impact on concentration, ability to engage 
with work and attend education. Is unable to 
manage these difficulties  independently 

 

Gaining the ability to organise self and belongings 
and is working towards some independence in 
these skills 

 Difficulties with organising self and 

belongings impact on ability to participate 

in learning independently  

 Does not understand the need to organise 
self and belongings and is unable to do so 
independently.  This is unlikely to change 

 

Uses visual communication to support learning in 
some activities 

 Uses visuals/signing etc to support their 

communication in all lessons 

 Communication needs impact severely on 
ability to take full part in learning 
opportunities  

 

Able to access and take part in learning activities 
with additional equipment, reasonable 
adjustments and some support 

 Experiences difficulties accessing and 

taking part in learning activities due to 

physical, sensory and/or medical needs. 

Can manage sometimes but unable to 

manage these difficulties independently or 

in line with peers in all situations 

 Experiences high levels of difficulties 
accessing and taking part in learning 
activities due to physical, sensory and/or 
medical needs.  Is unable to manage these 
difficulties independently or in line with 
peers 
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5. Child/young person can understand what people are communicating 

Does the child/young person have difficulties in this area? If no, please go to Outcome 6.  YES/NO 
 

Low level difficulties  Medium level difficulties  High level difficulties  

Understands when reduced language is used, 
additional time is given and/or instructions are 
repeated 
 

 Understands when language is broken 
down and pictures, real objects etc used 
alongside verbal instructions 

 Unable to understand and carry out simple 
instructions independently or in line with 
age, despite repetition, clarification and 
augmented communication systems 

 

Unable to understand the routines and 
expectations in environment without  regular 
preparation and explanation  

 Unable to understand the routines and 
expectations within their environment 
without daily preparation and explanation, 
including use of pictures, symbols, objects, 
signs and social stories 

 Uses  augmentative and alternative 
communication system, eg communication 
booklet, PECS, Makaton, BSL, touch cuing, 
sign supported English, objects of reference, 
visuals etc as primary/only communication 

 

Willing to follow instructions but does not always 
understand what is being communicated 

 Willing to follow instructions but often 

does not understand what is being 

communicated 

  

 Does not understand  simple instructions 
despite repetition, clarification and 
augmented communication 

 

Sensory impairment/physical/medical condition 
impacts on ability to understand at times 

 Sensory impairment/physical/medical 

condition impacts regularly on ability to 

understand and concentrate  

 Sensory impairment/physical/medical 
condition, pain and continence management 
issues cause fatigue which has a significant 
impact on ability to understand and 
concentrate 

 

  



31.08.17 JS (6-16) (Version 3.0 FINAL) 

7 
 

 

6. Child/young person can learn, retain and apply new skills and concepts 

Does the child/young person have difficulties in this area? If no, please go to Outcome 7.  YES/NO 
 

Low level difficulties  Medium level difficulties  High level difficulties  

Basic skills in core subjects  are some way below 
age related expectations and  progress is being 
made in response to targeted intervention 

 Basic skills in core subjects are some way 
below age related expectations and  slow 
progress is being made in response to 
targeted intervention 

 Basic skills in core subjects are significantly 
below age related expectations  despite a 
high level of targeted intervention – 
difficulties are persistent and long term 

 

Difficulties retaining information or new skills and 
concepts in some areas of the curriculum, with 
skills below those of peers of similar age  

 Difficulties  retaining  information or new 
skills and concepts in some areas of the 
curriculum with skills substantially  below 
those of peers of similar age  

 Difficulties  retaining information or new 
skills and concepts in all areas of the 
curriculum with skills substantially  below 
those of peers of similar age 

 

Difficulties in planning and completing some 
tasks in comparison to peers which is impacting 
on ability to learn new skills meaning slow 
progress is being made despite targeted and 
appropriate interventions 

 Significant difficulties in planning and 
completing most tasks in comparison to 
peers and unable to apply new skills and 
concepts 

 Significant difficulties in planning and 
completing all tasks in comparison to peers 
and unable to apply new skills and concepts 

 

Difficulties recalling  information learnt without 
use of pictures/verbal prompts/ communication 
aids etc but can generalise to different contexts 
once learnt 

 Difficulties recalling information learnt 
without use of pictures/verbal prompts/ 
communication aids and can sometimes 
generalise it to different contexts 

 Cannot recall information learnt and cannot 
generalise it to different contexts even with 
use of pictures/verbal prompts/ scaffolding 
etc  

 

Finds it difficult to stay on task and frequently 
disengages (less than daily, more than weekly) 

 Finds it difficult to stay on task and 
frequently disengages (daily) 

 Finds it exceptionally difficult  to remain 
focussed on tasks; frequently distracted by 
stimuli in environment (throughout the  day) 

 

Gaining the ability to organise self and belongings 
and is working towards some independence in 
these skills 

 Difficulties with organising self and 

belongings impact on ability to participate 

in learning independently  

 Does not understand the need to organise 
self and belongings and is unable to do so 
independently.  This is unlikely to change 

 

Fine motor skills are under developed in line with 
peers 

 Significant difficulties with some aspects 
of fine motor skills 

 Persistent and significant difficulties with 
many aspects of fine motor skills  
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7. Child/young person is increasing their independence   
Does the child/young person have difficulties in this area? If no, please go to Outcome 8.  YES/NO 
 

Low level difficulties  Medium level difficulties  High level difficulties  

Can learn self-care and/or physical/medical care 
skills  when they are broken down into small 
steps and/or supervised by an adult 

 Unable to manage equipment and 
individual care needs  at present  but has 
capacity to learn these skills  in the future 

 Unable to perform personal and/or 
physical/medical care in line with peers and 
this  is unlikely to change 

 

Unable to dress/undress in line with peers but is 
able to perform some tasks independently  

 Unable to dress/undress in line with 
peers but can assist with certain 
garments 

 Unable to manage any part of their personal 
care due to profound mobility/co-ordination 
issues 

 

Forgets or ignores personal hygiene and 
does not understand importance of this 

 

Eats and drinks with adaptations, assistance etc – 
not in line with peers of similar age 

 Participates in eating and drinking  but is 
not able to feed self.  These skills can be 
learnt with assistance and adaptations 

 Unable to participate in eating and drinking 
independently (either fed via tube or 
requires full support to be fed, food 
mashed/pureed or specialist diet) and this is 
unlikely to change 

 

Can learn/increase independence skills with 
additional prompts, guidance etc 

 Age related independence is limited by 
anxieties/medical condition or lack of risk 
awareness 

 Age related independence is unlikely to be 
achieved but a level of independence can be 
gained with intensive support 

 

Difficulties organising self and equipment, 
including those needed to manage a 
physical/medical condition without regular 
prompts 

 Needs additional time and/or practical 
help and prompts  to organise self and 
equipment, including those needed to 
manage a physical/medical condition 

 Does not understand the need to organise 
self and equipment, including those needed 
to manage physical/medical condition, and is 
unable to do so independently 

 

Working towards full independence in toileting 
but is unable to do so at present or is working 
towards full independence in management of 
catheterisation, stoma bag care etc  

 Making small steps towards continence 
or independence in  management of 
catheterisation, stoma bag care etc 

 Wears continence pads and is showing no 
awareness of need to use toilet or is not able 
to manage catheterisation, stoma bag care 
etc and this is unlikely to change 
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8. Child/young person’s health is maintained so they can continue to learn 
Does the child/young person have difficulties in this area? If no, please go to Outcome 9.  YES/NO 
 

Low level difficulties   Medium level difficulties  High level difficulties  

Health condition is well controlled as identified 
on Individual Healthcare Plan or by therapies and 
does not adversely impact on emotional well-
being. 

 Health condition requires interventions by 
adult  in setting or access to specialist 
therapies and impacts on access to  and 
participation in some areas of curriculum 

 Unstable health condition  requires frequent 
interventions and monitoring and/or 
specialist ongoing  therapies  

 

Does not understand/accept  their health 
condition or disability, needs prompts and 
adult assistance to manage their condition 
safely and this impacts on emotional well-
being 

 Does not have the understanding/ 
acceptance to manage their health condition 
and disability and requires full adult 
assistance to do so 

 

Misses between 15% and 20% of their  education 
(in a school year) due to illness/medical 
appointments  

 Misses  between 21% and 50%of their  
education (in a school year)  due to 
illness/medical appointments  

 Misses more than 50% of their education (in 
a school year) due to illness/hospital 
admissions/medical interventions  

 

Requires rest breaks/medical interventions  
throughout the week to maximise health  

 Routinely requires rest/movement 
breaks/medical interventions  throughout 
the school day to maximise health 

 Becomes fatigued, requires regular rest 
breaks/medical interventions  which result in 
frequent missed learning and impacts on 
attendance 

 

Physical/medical care needs take time 
throughout the week and some impact on 
learning opportunities 

 Physical/medical care needs take time and 
impact on learning opportunities on a daily 
basis 

 Complex health  and personal/medical care 
needs impact on learning throughout the 
day 
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9. Child/young person is safe and actively takes part and gets along with others during less structured times of the education day (including off site 

trips, break times, etc) 

Does the child/young person have difficulties in this area? If no, please go to Outcome 10.  YES/NO 
 

Low level difficulties (displayed less frequently 
than daily but more frequently than weekly) 

 Medium level difficulties (displayed at 
least daily) 

 High level difficulties (displayed throughout 
each day) 

 

Anxious or agitated during unstructured times 
and requires support, reassurance  

 Unable to communicate effectively with 
others due to sensory impairment 
(VI/HI/MSI) or anxious/agitated during 
unstructured times and requires support, 
reassurance 

 Unable to take part safely in unstructured 
activities due to extreme anxieties and 
distress or inability to communicate 
effectively due to sensory impairment 
(VI/HI/MSI) 

 

Displays behaviours that put self and/ or others 
at risk during unstructured times 

 Displays behaviours that put self and/ or 
others at risk during unstructured times 

 Displays behaviours that put themselves 
and/or others at significant risk of harm 
during unstructured times 

 

Low level difficulties   Medium level difficulties  High level difficulties  

Difficulties engaging with others and/or accepting 
advice and  different opinions from adults or 
peers 

 Significant difficulties communicating with 
peers independently and effectively 

 Cannot  initiate and engage in age-related 
social interaction without adult prompts and 
guidance/support through signing etc 

 

 Quickly switches off and goes into their 
own world and is isolated at unstructured 
times 

 Vulnerable to bullying/exploitation  due to 
lack of social awareness, naivety and/or a 
desire to be independent 

 

Keen to have friendships, tends to approach 

people and be over-familiar 

 

 Keen to have friendships and but can lead 

to upset and/or confrontation at times 

 Keen to have friendships but regularly 
misinterprets the behaviours of others 
leading to upset and/or confrontation 

 

Anxiety/ social communication difficulties/ 

medical condition have an impact on interactions 

and development of relationships 

 Impulsivity and level of understanding 
cause him/her to behave inappropriately 
which impacts heavily on relationships 

 Anxiety and/or social communication/ 
sensory difficulties/medical condition have a 
significant impact on all social interaction 
and development of relationships 

 

Sensory impairment (VI/HI/MSI) impacts on 

ability to interact with peers and child/young 

person is sometimes isolated 

 Sensory impairment (VI/HI/MSI) impacts 
on ability to interact with peers and this 
has some impact on development of 
friendships 

 Severe sensory impairment (VI/HI/MSI) 
means child/young person is unable to 
interact freely with peers and this has a 
significant impact on development of 
friendships 
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10. Child/young person can physically access a wide range of opportunities and move safely around the environment  
Does the child/young person have difficulties in this area? If no, do not complete this section.  YES/NO 
 

Low level difficulties  Medium level difficulties  High level difficulties  

Able to access most areas of the environment  
independently with reasonable adjustments/ 
equipment and occasional support from others 

 Able to access most areas of the 
environment with support/equipment  

 Unable to access most areas of the 
environment safely due to level of 
impairment/physical difficulties 

 

Becomes more tired than peers and is physically 
less able to participate in opportunities 

 Health/physical condition or sensory 

impairment  means they have fluctuating  

fatigue levels and are not always able to 

access and participate in opportunities 

 Health/physical  condition or sensory 
impairment means they experience  fatigue  
or pain frequently and this impacts on their 
ability to access and participate in 
opportunities 

 

Sensory or mobility needs arising from balance 
and coordination difficulties occasionally impact 
on safe access to environment  

 Sensory or mobility needs arising from 

balance and coordination difficulties 

regularly impact on safe access to 

environment 

 Sensory or mobility needs arising from 
balance and coordination difficulties 
frequently impact on safe access to 
environment 

 

Less awareness of danger/risks than peers and 
puts self at risk sometimes when moving around 
the environment 

 Little awareness of personal safety so puts 

self at risk regularly when moving around 

the environment 

 Unable to move around the environment 
independently due to lack of awareness of 
personal safety 

 

 


