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1 Introduction  

1.1  Purpose of this Document  

This document provides information to support the implementati on of proposed changes 

along the A419 corridor, situated in Stroud Gloucestershire between the M5 junction 13 

and Stroud. This report is based on the current preferred preliminary design options, and 

aims to provide the required detail as set out in the Appraisal Summary Report (ASR) for 

the Full Business Case (FBC). 

Figure 1 .1- Location  of the A419 and project area  

1.2  Need for Proposed Changes  

Amey has been requested by Gloucestershire County Council to recommend and design 

an improvement scheme for the A419 corridor between Chipmanôs Platt Roundabout and 

Horsetrough Roundabout.  

This new proposal seeks to improve the A419 corridor which links Stroud/Stonehouse to 

the M5 junction 13 and also seeks to ófuture proofô the junction, given the strategic 

importance of the link  and current traffic flows.  The overall aim of the proposed scheme 

is to reduce queues and delays on the A419 improving vehicle journey times and 

addressing journey reliability problems. The scheme will therefore support planned 

growth (including on land near to the corridor), improve access to jobs , and support the 

efficient movement of goods.  
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The key objectives which have been identified by the LEP are as follows, these also led 

to the provisional allocations of the funds;  

 

¶ Facilitate delivery and sustained growth of the Gloucestershire Renewable Energy, 
Engineering and Nuclear (GREEN) initiative at Berkeley and surrounding locality; 

 

¶ Provide transport enabling works to support employment expansion at the 
Stroudwater Industrial Estate and Sharpness Docks sites; 

 

¶ To reduce peak period congestion on the A419 and A38; 
 

¶ To support strategic housing and employment growth sites at Stonehouse, Stroud 
and Berkeley; 

 

¶ To increase capacity, optimise the efficiency of the corridor and reduce delays for 
general traffic, HGVôs and buses, whilst also providing adequate provision for 
pedestrians and cyclists; 

 

¶ To support planned growth (including on land near to the corridor), improve access to 
jobs and support the efficient movement of goods . 
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1.3  A419  Study Area  

The A419 corridor is located to the south of  the County, and links Stroud to the M5 

(Junction 13). The A419 is a route of local importance connecting the Stroud Valley with 

the wider strategic network, in particular to the M5 which provides connections for 

freight and other traffic to Bristol, Gloucester , Cheltenham and the remainder of the UK.  

The A419 acts as the primary link for commuters t raveling from Stroud to M5 Junction 

13 (North/South). T he land adjacent to the scheme and immediate surroundings consist 

of open farm land, r esidential developments and business parks.  

Currently there are some footpaths and cycle routes which allow users to navigate the 

route safely via dedicated cycle and pedestrian routes (however these are limited in 

terms of direction and consistency).  

 

 

Figure 1.2  -  A419 Corridor location , Stonehouse  
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1.4  Sections of the corridor considered for the Full Business Case  

The A419 between M5 Junction 13 and Stroud currently experiences significant 

congestion and delays, particularly during peak hours at the key junctions identified  via 

the scheme (detailed below). 

The proposed junction improvements aim to increase capacity, optimise the efficiency of 

the corridor and reduce journey time delays for all traffic using the A419, whilst also 

maintaining and improving access for businesses, and facilities for pedestrians and 

cyclists.  

During the process to identify suitable modifications to the corridor, it was sought to 

balance the provision of additional capacity against cost and the need to acquire any 

third party land. The proposed layouts have been developed to deliver the maximum 

benefit across the four junctions with the LEP funding available. Previous studies have 

evaluated more significant proposals requiring land take and although not necessarily 

viable given the budget available, they have been assessed in further detail in this 

report. 

The current preliminary design of the scheme comprises of a package of junction 

improvements and carriageway widening along the A419, with the key locations 

identified as follows:  

¶ Chipmanôs Platt Roundabout; 

¶ Oldends Lane Roundabout; 

¶ Downton Road Signals; 

¶ Section between Downton Road and Horsetrough Roundabout; 

¶ Horsetrough Roundabout. 

The preliminary design drawings for the junction improvements are included in Appendix 

A.  
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Location  Description of the Improvements  

Chipmanôs Platt 

Roundabout 

Widening of the A419 eastbound and westbound entries 

and exits from one lane to two lanes.  

Improvements to National Cycle Route through the 

installation of an off carriageway shared use cycle way from 

Spring Hill Road to Grove Lane.  

Improvements to stree t lighting, signing and lining.  

Oldends Lane 

Roundabout 

Widening of Oldends Lane approach to roundabout from 

one lane to two lanes.  

Installation of new pedestrian / cycle toucan crossing of the 

A419.  

Slight modifications to island geometry and improved 

signing and lining.  

Downton Road Signals 

Upgrade of traffic signals.  

Widening of A419 westbound exit to two lanes to improve 

capacity through the junction.  

Stretch of carriageway 

between Horsetrough 

Rbt and Downton 

Road Signals 

Widening of the westbound carriageway from one to two 

lane between Horsetrough roundabout and Downton Road 

signals.  

Horsetrough 

Roundabout 

Creation of a segregated left turn lane from A419 

northbound entry (Ebley bypass) to the A419 westbound 

exit (Bristol Road). 

Widening of the A419 eastbound to extend the two lane 

approach to the roundabout.  

Off carriageway cycle route around roundabout perimeter.  

Table  1.1  -  Brief summary of proposals  at each of the junctions.  
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Existing access to businesses will remain, and the scheme will maintain or improve all 

existing footpaths and cycle paths. Additional cycle infrastructure will be added at 

Chipmanôs Platt and Horsetrough roundabouts in addition to a new shared use off 

carriageway cycle facility between Horsetrough roundabout and Downton road signals. 

Improvements to the National Cycle Route running through this area will be considered 

during detailed design.  

During the design phase, consideration will be given to accesses in the area between 

Horsetrough Roundabout and Downton Road signals where the westbound carriageway 

is increasing from one to two lanes. The scheme is expected to improve access and 

reduce severance for pedestrians as an indirect consequence of the corridor 

improvement. 

A full review, together with assessing the impact through traffic modelling packages has 

been undertaken to establish the most appropriate scheme for the corridor, and the 

preferred scheme will be taken forward (subject to LEP approval) to detailed design and 

construction.  
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1.5  Scheme Locations  

1.5.1  Chipmanôs Platt  

Situated to the north of Chipmanôs Platt Roundabout there is a petrol filling station, and 

the adjacent land use comprises of open farmland. The roundabout currently consists of 

five arms (one of which for entry to the petrol s tation). The predominant movements at 

Chipmanôs Platt roundabout are through movements on the A419 in both the east and 

westbound directions.  

The plans are to widen the A419 eastbound and westbound approaches to create two 

lane entries and exits to the roundabout. The introduction of a shared us e cycle facility 

will provide users of the national cycle route a quality  off carriageway alternative to 

crossing the roundabout on the carriageway. There will also be improvements to the 

street lighting, signing and lining.  

Situated on the land to the northeast of the roundabout, there is planning permission in 

place for a óWest of Stonehouseô housing development for 1,350 new homes. Access to 

the development will be via a new T junction to be built by the developer off Grove Lane 

approximately 150m to the north of Chapmanôs Platt roundabout. The developers plans 

do not affect  the proposals at Chipmanôs Platt although it is expected that tie in will be 

made with the shared use cycleway to provide a link to the development.  
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Figure 1.3  -  Proposed improvements at Chipmanôs Platt Roundabout (see Appendix A)  

 

1.5.2  Oldends Lane Roun dabout  

Oldends Lane roundabout is the next junction travelling east along the corridor. The 

roundabout has five arms with the  north east, southern and southwest arms providing 

access to industrial estates. Adjacent land is business and residential homes; extended 

land is open farm land.  

The scheme proposes that amendments are made to improve the capacity at Oldends 

Lane roundabout without any major changes to the layout of the junction. The Oldends 

Lane approach to roundabout is to be widened from one lane to two lanes with s light 

modifications to island geometry and improved signing and lining.  The two lane 

approaches and exits of the A419 will also be increased slightly in length.  

The national cycle route currently passes through the junction. The route  is off 

carriageway with and uncontrolled crossing of the A419. The proposals include for 

relocation of the crossing and upgrade to a new toucan crossing.  
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Figure 1.4  -  Proposed improvem ents at Oldends Lane Roundabout (see Appendix A)  

 

1.5.3  Downton Road Signals  

Downton Road is currently a signalised junction with staggered pelican pedestrian 

crossings both east and west of the junction on the A419. There is also a cycle crossing 

on the A419 which is demand activated and requires an all red phase to allow crossing. 

An advance stop line is provided on Downton Road for cyclists. Adjacent land use is 

predominantly residential. The scheme proposes carriageway widening on the 

westbound exit to create a two lane merge. The proposed scheme is detailed in Figure 

1.5 below.  
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1.5.4  Section between Downton Road and Horsetrough Roundabout   

In the section of the A419 b etween Downton Road and Horsetrough roundabout, the 

scheme will implement widening on the westbound carriageway to provide for two lanes. 

Currently, in this area there is a shallow embankment which is covered with vegetation 

as you approach Downton signals. On the area of land immediately to the south of the 

A419, Wycliffe school have planning permission for a leisure complex. A bell mouth 

entrance has been installed onto the A419 although no further construction has been 

completed.  

On the opposite side of the road Wycliffe school is present to the north of the A419. 

Currently, the A419 has wide verges with grass and occasional trees.  

 

Figure 1.5  -  Proposed improvements at Downton Road  (see Appendix A)  

 

 






















































































































































































