
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Data sharing agreem ents 

The LeDeR team are working with the Health and Social Care 
Information Centre and the Information Governance Alliance 
to help ensure that the correct permissions are in place for 

data sharing. 
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Improving the lives of people with learning disabilities by learning from deaths 

Telephone: 0117 331 0686 
Email: leder-team@bristol.ac.uk  
Website: www.bristol.ac.uk/sps/leder/  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/lederteam  
Twitter: @leder_team    
Gloucestershire Local Area Contact: 
Cheryl.hampson@gloucestershire.gov.uk  

 

Welcome to the second edition of the Gloucestershire Learning Disabilities Mortality 
Review Programme newsletter. We hope you enjoy reading about the LeDeR 

Programme locally and what we hope to achieve. Thank you for your support! 
 

Gloucestershire LeDeR roll-out  
From 1st January 2017 LeDeR has been rolled out across the 

whole of Gloucestershire.  
 

31 notifications have been received to date 
12 initial investigations have been undertaken 

19 reviews remain open to reviewers 
 
Main causes of death (where reported) 

 Aspiration Pneumonia – 5 reviews 

 Sepsis – 3 reviews 

 Cancer – 3 reviews 

 Heart failure – 3 reviews 
 
Themes emerging from reviews completed to date 

 Improving the number and quality of annual health checks  

 Awareness of resources & pathways for people with a LD by 
health & care providers e.g. communication strategies, 
positive behaviour support etc 

 Promotion of a wide range of health & wellbeing resources 
for people with a LD e.g. stop smoking services 

 Reasonable adjustments implemented in mainstream 
services e.g. rigid “Did not Attend” protocols 

 Wider awareness of benefits of health screening 
programmes by people with LD, their family & carers 

 Recording of mental capacity needs to improve 

 End of life management and communications is patchy 
 
Check out the NHS England resource hub website = 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/south/info-professional/learning-
disabilities/resources/  

 

In the previous National issue: 
Roll-out progress in four regions 

Involvement of people with learning 
disabilities & families 

Focus on: Priority themed reviews 
Regional workshops 

 

  

Focus on 

It is important that each death of a person with a learning 
disability is reviewed in order to capture any learning from the 
death. To do this in a timely manner and to avoid duplication, 
reviewers need to be clear where the LeDeR process links with 
other reviews or investigations.  
 
Other investigations or reviews may include, for example: 
Serious Reviews of deaths (SCRs), Safeguarding Adult Reviews 
(SARs), Safeguarding Adults Enquiries (Section 42 Care Act) 
Domestic Homicide Reviews (DHRs), Serious Incident Reviews, 
Coroners’ investigations and Child Death Reviews.  
 
Although the different review processes should conduct their 
investigation in a cooperative manner, each review will have its 
own remit and focus of attention, and the independence of each 
party is of importance.  
Police Investigations  
The police will be involved in investigating a death if there is a 
suspicion that a crime has occurred. Criminal investigation by the 
police takes priority over other enquiries, and the LeDeR review 
may need to be put on hold, as it may potentially prejudice a 
criminal investigation and subsequent proceedings (if any).  
Domestic Homicides  
Where domestic homicide is suspected in a person with learning 
disabilities, the LeDeR reviewer should contact the Chairperson 
of the local Community Safety Partnership Board to agree a plan 
for the collection of core data for the LeDeR programme and to 
offer expertise about learning disabilities as appropriate. 
Serious Incident Reviews (SIR)  
If the death of a person with learning disabilities is subject to a 
SIR, there is usually no problem in continuing with the LeDeR 
review which is generally broader in perspective. This should be 
discussed with the healthcare service provider’s safeguarding 
lead. 
Safeguarding Adult Review (SAR) 
If the death of a person with learning disabilities is subject to a 
SAR, the local reviewer and/or Local Area Contact for the LeDeR 
programme will need to liaise with the Chair of the Safeguarding 
Adults Board to ensure the collection of core data for the LeDeR 
programme and to offer expertise about learning disabilities as 
appropriate. 

Focus on… 
How LeDeR links with other investigations? 

www.bristol.ac.uk/sps/leder/news/ne
wsletters/ 
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Notify a death 
Anyone can notify us of a 

death online: 

https://www.bris.ac.uk/sps/ 
leder/notification-system/ 

or by phone: 
0300 777 4774 

 

 
 

 

 

Fac ts heets  
 

A series of factsheets have been recently developed or 
updated to support reviewers. Visit our website for: 

‘Guidance for the conduct of local reviews of the deaths of 
people with learning disabilities’, ‘Briefing Paper 7: Involving 

Families in the LeDeR Review Process’, ‘Briefing Paper 12: 
How reviewers will work with you after the death of your 
relative with learning disabilities’, LeDeR Review Process/ 

Timeline Guideline. 

 

Local Organisation LeDeR Contacts 

 
 Local Area Contact = Cheryl Hampson 

 2Gether NHS Foundation Trust = Julie-Anne Gwilym 

 Gloucestershire Care Services NHS Trust = Clare Hicks  

 Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust = Bev Farrar 
& Carol Forbes 

 Glos County Council = Mark Bedford 

 Clinical Commissioning Group = Kay Haughton 

 Inclusion Glos = Vicci Livingstone Thompson & Ann Attwood 
 

What does the initial review involve? 
For each death there is an initial review. The purpose of this is to 
provide sufficient information to be able to determine if there are 
any areas of concern in relation to the care of the person who has 
died, or if any further learning could be gained from a multiagency 
review of the death that would contribute to improving practice. 
 
The initial review involves inviting somebody who knew the person 
well (e.g. a family member, paid carer) to contribute their views 
about the sequence of events leading to death, limited case note 
review and the completion of a standard questionnaire. 
 
Key learning to date 

 Checking and completing the information received at the 
notification stage helps guide what case notes thee reviewer 
needs to access. 

 Contacting the family member or another person who knew the 
deceased person well and discussing with them the 
circumstances leading up to the death. We have developed local 
letter templates when contacting the family – contact the LAC 

 Obtaining and scrutinising at least one set of case notes (a 
template letter to use when asking for case notes is available – 
contact the LAC)  

 Developing a pen portrait of the person who has died and a 
timeline of the circumstances leading to their death. The LeDeR 
peer support group has developed a checklist for writing a good 
pen portrait.  Contact the LAC 

 Identifying any learnings and recommendations which will be 
reviewed by the Local Area Contact and Steering Group and as 

part of the national LeDeR process.  
 Making a decision whether a multi-agency review is indicate  
REMEMBER – If you aren’t sure contact the local area contact who is 
here to support reviewers. 
 
 

 

 

LeDeR Mortality Review Steering Group –  
Chair Kay Haughton 
All to be held at Sangar House, Brockworth 

Tuesday 14th Nov 2017 -11am – 1pm Bradley Room 

Tuesday 16th Jan 2018 – 1.30pm – 3.30pm Prout Room 

Tuesday 13th Mar 2018 – 11am – 1pm Wheatstone Room 
 

LeDeR Mortality Review Peer Support Group –  
Chair Cheryl Hampson 
All to be held at Sangar House, Brockworth 
13th November 2017 – 1.30pm – 3.30pm, Wilson Room,  
15th January 2018 – 10am – 12noon, Prout Room,  

12th March 2018, 10am – 12noon, Wheatstone Room 

Reviewers may have differing levels and areas of 
expertise and experience and they may not feel 
confident in reviewing issues outside their areas of 
expertise.  
 
Talking with family members who have been recently 
bereaved can be a distressing and emotionally draining 
experience, particularly if the circumstances that led up 
to a person’s death has been made even more difficult 
by their experiences with health and social care services.  
 
There are a series of Factsheets and Briefing Papers on 
the national LeDeR website to support reviewers 
alongside the Peer Support Group meetings and local 
templates : 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/sps/leder/information-
for-reviewers/  

Support for reviewers 

 

We are currently recruiting for more LeDeR reviewers.  If you are 
interested in being a reviewer and you have the support from 
your manager to undertake 2-3 reviews per year (reviews take on 
average between 5-10 hours) please book onto a local session 

 Thursday 19th October 10.30-5pm– Dowty Sports & 

Social Club, Churchdown   

Other dates in the South/Southwest region are available  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/LeDeRtraining 

 

Call for more reviewers! 

Dates for your diary 
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