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Find out 
More…. 

about Inclosure Awards 

 

What are these? 
These are legal documents describing how common land in a parish was to be 
enclosed (by fences and hedges) and allotted or awarded to landowners.  An 
official copy of each award, sometimes with a map, had to be deposited with the 
Clerk of the Peace so they form part of the Quarter Sessions archives.  Most 
awards were made in the late 18th or early 19th centuries but in Gloucestershire 
the earliest award was made in 1714 and the latest in 1914!   
 

What will they tell me? 
Inclosure greatly changed the landscape and created the patchwork of hedgerows 
and fields that we see today.  It set out footpaths and rights of way that survive 
today.  You can also find out about the landowners and tenants, place and field 
names, roads, watercourses, quarries and other local features. 

 

How can I find them? 
The awards and maps have been scanned and you can see the images on the 
dedicated PC in the searchroom – step-by-step instructions are available help you 
to use this.  Volunteers have transcribed (typed out word-for-word) many of the 
awards and you can use this together with the image of the Award.  You can take 
copies of sections of the maps and awards or we can supply a copy of the whole 
map or award on CD or DVD – please ask the searchroom staff if you would like 
more information about this. 
 

What else can I look at? 
You can check our online catalogue and the Access to Archives website 
(www.a2a.org.uk) to see what other records survive for your area.  You might also 
find it useful to look at the Berkshire Record Office’s “New Landscapes” website 
for more information about the enclosure movement 
(www.berkshirenclosure.org.uk)  
 
 

Finally…..we are here to help you so please ask us if you need more 
information or help. 
 

http://www.a2a.org.uk/
http://www.berkshirenclosure.org.uk/

