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How 
to…. 

 find Gloucestershire wills, 1541-
1858 

 

1 The Genealogical Database will give you the reference to the will you 
need.  This database is available on our website, which you can find on 
the PCs in the searchroom, so please ask us if you need help to use it.  
We also have paper copies of this index. 

 

2 The wills are available on microfiche and these are stored in the third 
drawer of cabinets 1 and 2.  The fiches are arranged by year and then by 
will number – each fiche is marked with its year and the numbers it 
includes. 

 

3 Please take only one fiche at a time and use a marker card to help you to 
put it back in the correct place.  Ask us for help if you have trouble 
finding the fiche you need or putting it back. 

 

4 You can take copies from the fiches and we have a self-service reader 
printer.  Each copy will cost £1, please pay for these at the Reception 
desk before you leave.  Please ask us if you need help. 

 

5 Some outsize wills are available on microfilm not fiche.  The film of these 
(MF1430) is stored in the third drawer of cabinet 2. 

 

6 Wills from 1858 to 1941 are not available on microfiche and are not 
included in the Genealogical Database.  There is a separate card index 
for these in Room 2B and the wills themselves need to be ordered from 
the strongrooms.  Please ask us if you are not sure where to look or 
what to do. 

 

7 Gloucestershire wills before 1541 were proved in the diocese of 
Worcester and so are not available here.  Please ask us for more 
information about this. 

 
 

Finally…..we are here to help you so please ask us if you can’t find the fiche 
or film you need or have problems with the machines. 
 


