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Leaders of Learning 
Welcome to the Autumn 2017 Primary Newsletter 

- sharing developments from around the county and updates on national initiatives 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment and accountability 

2017 School and College Performance Tables: Statement of Intent  
The DfE released its statement of intent in readiness for the publication of 2017 performance tables (primary, 
secondary and 16-18). 
For the primary performance tables the DfE ‘will publish some further breakdowns following requests from 
schools.  We will publish average scaled scores per pupil broken down for boys/girls, pupils whose first language is 
English and for non-mobile pupils.  This will be in addition to the average scaled score by prior attainment and 
disadvantage published in 2016.’ 
 
2017 KS2 National Curriculum Assessments  
The DfE published provisional 2017 KS2 results for pupils in schools in England at national, regional and local 
authority level.   
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-curriculum-assessments-key-stage-2-2017-provisional 
This statistical first release (SFR) provides additional information to the SFR published on 4 July 2017. 
 
Primary School Accountability in 2017  
The DfE has published the 2017 Primary school accountability technical guide (plus other related documents).  The 
criteria for the 2017 floor standard have been confirmed (no change from 2016).   
‘In 2017, a school will be above the floor if:  
 at least 65% of pupils meet the expected standard in reading, writing and mathematics; or 
 the school achieves sufficient progress scores in all three subjects … at least -5 in reading, -5 in mathematics and -7 

in writing.’  
To be above the floor, the school needs to meet either the attainment or all of the progress element.’   
The 2017 ‘coasting’ definition will be confirmed later this term.  
 
Government response to primary assessment consultation  
The DfE/STA has published its response to the consultation of the future of primary assessment.  The headlines are: 
 
 Revise ELGs to ‘make them clearer and align them more closely with teaching in KS1’ 
 Introduce YR baseline ‘to act as the start point for measuring progress’ (2020) 
 New KS2 progress measures (2027) 
 Remove statutory KS1 teacher assessments ‘once the reception baseline is fully established’ (2023) 
 Introduce times tables check at the end of Y4 (2020) 
 Remove requirement for end of KS2 statutory teacher assessments  in reading and mathematics (2019) 
 Improve KS1/KS2 writing teacher assessments 'by giving teachers greater scope to use their professional judgement 

when assessing pupils (2018) 
 ‘improve the statutory assessment of pupils working below the standard of national curriculum tests by extending 

the interim pre-key stage standards to cover all pupils engaged in subject specific learning, and by piloting the 
Rochford Review’s recommended approach to assessing pupils who are not yet engaged in subject specific 
learning’. 
 

To read the full consultation response see: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/improvements-to-the-primary-assessment-system-announced  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-and-college-performance-tables-statements-of-intent
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-curriculum-assessments-key-stage-2-2017-provisional
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-curriculum-assessments-key-stage-2-2017-interim
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/primary-school-accountability
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/improvements-to-the-primary-assessment-system-announced
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New data analysis tools 

 
Analyse School Performance 
Provisional KS2 data is available in Analyse School Performance (ASP), the replacement for RAISEonline. Further 
breakdowns of data, such as disadvantaged, will be added at the end of October along with KS1 and Phonics data for 
2017. 
If you need help with accessing APS, contact your school’s ‘approver’ (usually Head Teacher, Business Manager or 
Administrator) who will be able to set up and manage access accounts to the Secure Access website, through which 
ASP can be reached. The LA is unable to set up accounts for school users or reset passwords. 
There is an Approver user-guide at the following link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/547151/secure_access_approver_g
uide.pdf  
Further help can be found on the Secure Access log-in page: https://sa.education.gov.uk/ui/help 
 
Eight additional accredited data systems 
As stated in the School inspection update (September 2017), there are also eight accredited providers who will 
provide additional data systems for schools (at a cost).  ‘The intention is that they will develop products that sit 
alongside Analyse School Performance (ASP) but provide value-add, innovative services targeted at schools and 
colleges to promote self-improvement and performance accountability.’ 
‘Take up of these services by schools is entirely optional, and other packages that support them understand 
performance are available.  It is for schools to choose how best to undertake their work about self-improvement and 
accountability, using whatever software or approach best meets their needs.’ 
The DfE intends that applications for accreditation will be reviewed/re-opened on an annual basis.  The approved 

providers can be viewed at https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/Notice/0af29078-7e1d-4d53-8b72-

1c6f2889b431  

New inspection data summary report  
On 3 October 2017 Ofsted published prototypes for primary and secondary inspection data summary reports (IDSR) 
showing proposed layout and context using example data. See https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/using-
ofsteds-inspection-dashboard  
The IDSR is a new style data report. It will replace the inspection dashboard when 2017 data is released later in the 
autumn term. The September School Inspection Update said ‘The IDSR includes a front page showing an overview of 
the data, and ‘areas to investigate’. This is an important shift for inspectors. The ‘areas to investigate’ will indicate 
what could be substantive, meaningful issues according to the data that would warrant lines of enquiry to pursue. The 
new IDSR contains fewer detailed breakdowns of groups than the previous inspection dashboard. It looks at trends 
and whether the group, where relevant and meaningful, has been performing well or poorly over time.’ Read more in 
the School Inspection Update 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643178/SIU_special_edition_5_Sep
tember_final.pdf  

 

2017 to 2018 revised teacher assessment frameworks 
Alongside the government responses to the  assessment consultation, the STA has published teacher assessment 
frameworks for key stage 1 and key stage 2 for use in this academic year and updated the interim pre-key stage 
standards for writing for key stage 1 and key stage 2 to align with changes made to the frameworks.  
See https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/standards-and-testing-agency  
 
KS1 and KS2 National Curriculum Test Dates (STA, September 2017) 
Future dates for the KS1 and KS2 tests, phonics screening check and science sampling tests (2017/18 and 2018/19).  
Schools must keep these periods free for administering the national curriculum assessments at KS1 and KS2.  KS2 tests 
must be taken on the scheduled days. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/key-stage-1-and-key-stage-2-test-dates 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/547151/secure_access_approver_guide.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/547151/secure_access_approver_guide.pdf
https://sa.education.gov.uk/ui/help
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-inspection-update-academic-year-2017-to-2018
https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/Notice/0af29078-7e1d-4d53-8b72-1c6f2889b431
https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/Notice/0af29078-7e1d-4d53-8b72-1c6f2889b431
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/using-ofsteds-inspection-dashboard
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/using-ofsteds-inspection-dashboard
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643178/SIU_special_edition_5_September_final.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643178/SIU_special_edition_5_September_final.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/standards-and-testing-agency
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/key-stage-1-and-key-stage-2-test-dates
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OFSTED updates 
 
HMCI’s monthly update – curriculum research 
In the latest monthly update, Ofsted's Chief Inspector, Amanda Spielman, shares the emerging findings of Ofsted’s 
research into the primary and secondary curriculum.  
 
The research programme was commissioned earlier this year to broaden the understanding of how curriculums are 
implemented in schools, particularly the national curriculum as a key government policy. One of the aims was to 
challenge Ofsted, as well as schools, about whether it has always recognised what is best in curriculum design, 
development and implementation. If it has not, has inspection has played a role in bending the curriculum out of 
shape? 
 
In her statement, the Chief Inspector says that ‘Phase one of this work has revealed the depth of the challenge. There 
is a serious risk of schools not fulfilling the promise and potential of the 2014 national curriculum or of academies not 
using their freedoms to achieve the same. School leaders need to recognise how easy it is to focus on the 
performance of the school and lose sight of the pupil. I acknowledge that inspection may well have helped to tip this 
balance in the past.’  
 
Phase two of the study will continue into the autumn and spring terms of this academic year. Ofsted intends to 
publish its full findings in late spring. 
 
Amanda Spielman’s October monthly statement can be found here:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/hmcis-commentary-october-2017  

 

Consultations on short inspections of good schools 

Following the consultation on conducting short inspections of good schools, Ofsted has decided that: 

 From October half term, they will carry out section 5 inspections for some good schools as proposed in the 

consultation  (ie where risk assessment suggests that a short inspection would be highly likely to convert).  

 From October half term, where decisions are made to convert short inspections to section 5 inspections, they 

will, wherever possible, keep the window of conversion at the current 48 hours, but may go up to a maximum 

of seven working days, where circumstances dictate that to be necessary. (This is less than the original 

proposal of up to 15 days.)  

 They will send slightly larger teams to conduct short inspections of the largest secondary schools. 

 

However, Ofsted are also publishing a fresh consultation alongside this consultation response. The revised 

consultation asks the sector to support new arrangements to be implemented in the spring term 2018. 

To read the response to the summer consultation in full, see: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/646256/Short_Inspections_consult

ation_response.pdf  

To find out more about the new consultation, and how you can respond to it, see: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofsted-seeks-views-on-future-changes-to-short-inspections  

 

New staff workload question on Ofsted staff questionnaire 

In his blog, Ofsted’s National Director of Education, Sean Harford) explains that from September Ofsted have included 

a new question about workload on the school staff questionnaire that is issued during inspections. Read more in his 

blog: https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2017/09/14/tackling-workload-together-a-new-question-for-staff-at-

the-point-of-inspection/  

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/hmcis-commentary-october-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/646256/Short_Inspections_consultation_response.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/646256/Short_Inspections_consultation_response.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofsted-seeks-views-on-future-changes-to-short-inspections
https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2017/09/14/tackling-workload-together-a-new-question-for-staff-at-the-point-of-inspection/
https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2017/09/14/tackling-workload-together-a-new-question-for-staff-at-the-point-of-inspection/
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Inspectors urged to treat teacher assessments with caution 

Ofsted’s School Inspection Update (September 2017), reminded inspectors to continue to exercise caution over KS2 

writing assessments and also to be aware of ‘potential issues with the reliability of key stage 1 teacher assessments. 

‘We know from national data that pupils at junior schools, on average, have higher attainment scores at the end of key 

stage 2 than pupils at all other primary schools. However, they also have lower progress scores. This suggests that 

there may be an issue with the key stage 1 prior attainment scores that are used as a baseline. Inspectors should be 

aware of this when using and interpreting data for different school types.’  

Read the school inspection update at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643178/SIU_special_edition_5_Sept

ember_final.pdf  

 
 

Attendance Update 
 
Attendance networks held in October shared the recently revised Gloucestershire guidance for schools and the 
amended Code of Conduct for issuing Education Penalty Notices.  
 
This new guidance document can be accessed on Schoolsnet:    
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/your-pupils/attendance  
  

GlosEd Leaders 
 
We have recently reviewed our GlosEd Leader programme to ensure that our current list of GlosEd Leaders is up to 
date. GlosEd Leaders are locally-accredited classroom teachers or practitioners and middle leaders able to share their 
practice to inspire and support colleagues in other schools. This might involve delivering whole school CPD or more 
focused one-to-one support.  
 
New EAL and Parental Engagement GlosEd Leaders 
We have recently been able to add two new categories of expertise to our list of GlosEd Leaders with the recent 
accreditation of Jane Townsend at the Gardners Lane and Oakwood Federation and Claire Joliffe at Widden Primary 
(both EAL) and Heather Jones at Widden Primary (Parental Engagement). We welcome them, along with a number of 
other new GlosEd Leaders, and hope that schools will find their expertise a valuable source of support. 
 
Further information about GlosEd Leaders, their areas of expertise and how to access support from them can be found 
on the GlosEd website: http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/types-of-provider/glosed-leaders/  
 

Online Pupil Survey 2018 Sign-Up 
 
The Online Pupil Survey (OPS) – the twelfth since 2006 – will be live for all schools and colleges to access  
for 10 weeks from mid January until the end of March 2018. If you would like to take part, please sign up by the 30th 
November 2017. More information can be accessed on the Gloucestershire Healthy Living and Learning (GHLL) 
website: https://www.ghll.org.uk  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-inspection-update-academic-year-2017-to-2018
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643178/SIU_special_edition_5_September_final.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643178/SIU_special_edition_5_September_final.pdf
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/your-pupils/attendance
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/types-of-provider/glosed-leaders/
https://www.ghll.org.uk/
http://www.ghll.org.uk/
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Gloucestershire Primary NQT CPD Programme 2017/18 
A programme, built around the Teachers’ Standards, to support NQTs  

in their induction year 
 

              Six termly network events                       +                   Four expertise events    
 (Specialist inputs, learning from each other)    

 
          Venues for termly network events    Venue for all expertise events 
Highnam C of E Primary and Meadowside Primary      The Pavilion, Cheltenham. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All events are 1.30pm – 4.00pm; with tea / coffee available from 1.15pm. 

 

Option 1:   Full package – 6 core events + 4 expertise events £320 per NQT 

Option 2:   Core events – 6 core events (School based) £192 per NQT 

Option 3:   Expertise events – 4 expertise events (The Pavilion) £128 per NQT 

Option 4:   Single event – £32 per NQT 

 

For further information regarding course details, please telephone 01452 427101 or email 

NQTs@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

 

mailto:NQTs@gloucestershire.gov.uk
http://staffnet.gloscc.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=1797
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Events - Autumn Term 2017 

 

Date Event Time Venue Event type Further information 

31/10/2017 

Primary NQT 
English 

Expertise 
Event  

1.30pm-
4.00pm 

The Pavilion 
Cheltenham 

Traded Service NQT training 

02/11/2017 

New & Acting 
Primary 

Headteachers 
Network 
Meeting 

9.00am-
12.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

Free, 
invite only 

New & Acting HT events 

02/11/2017 

Primary NQT 
English 

Expertise 
Event  

1.30pm-
4.00pm 

The Pavilion 
Cheltenham 

Traded Service NQT training 

06/11/2017 
to 

16/11/2017 

Bristol Standard 
Network 
Meetings 

Various 
times 

Various 
venues 

Free, EY 
practitioners on 

the Bristol 
Standard 
Journey 

Early Years Training 

07/11/2017 
Inspiring 

Creative Play 
7.00pm-
9.00pm 

Gloucester 
Resource 

Centre 

Free, open to EY 
practitioners 

Early Years Training 

07/11/2017 CtG in Phonics 
9.15am-
3.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

Charged event, 
open to KS1 
teachers / 

literacy leaders 

CtG Events 

13/11/2017 

Primary Maths 
Subject Leader 

Network 
Meeting 

9.15am-
3.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

Traded Service  Subject Leaders 

14/11/2017 

Primary Maths 
Subject Leader 

Network 
Meeting 

9.15am-
3.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

Traded Service Subject Leaders 

15/11/2017 

Primary Maths 
Subject Leader 

Network 
Meeting 

9.15am-
3.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

Traded Service Subject Leaders 

16/11/2017 

Primary English 
Subject Leader 

Network 
Meeting  

9.15am-
3.30pm  

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

Traded Service Subject Leaders 

17/11/2017 
Headteacher 

Briefing 
9.15am-

12.15 
Cheltenham 

Regency Hotel 

Free to Heads 
and Chairs of 

Governors 
Headteacher Briefings 

17/11/2017 
Headteacher 

Briefing 
1.15pm- 
4.15pm 

Cheltenham 
Regency Hotel 

Free to Heads 
and Chairs of 

Governors 
Headteacher Briefings 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/113717/Training
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/new-acting-headteachers/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/113717/Training
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-team/training/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-team/training/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/closing-the-gap/pupil-premium-toolkit/ctg-events/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/headteachers/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/headteachers/
http://staffnet.gloscc.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=1797
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Date Event Time Venue Event type Further information 

20/11/2017 

Primary English 
Subject Leader 

Network 
Meeting 

9.15am-
3.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

Traded Service Subject Leaders 

21/11/2017 

Primary English 
Subject Leader 

Network 
Meeting 

9.15am-
3.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

Traded Service Subject Leaders 

21/11/2017 
Headteacher 

Briefing 
1.15pm- 
4.15pm 

Forest Green 
Rovers 

Free to Heads 
and Chairs of 

Governors 
Headteacher Briefings 

22/11/2017 
Headteacher 

Briefing 
9.15am- 
12.15pm 

Wyck House 
Free to Heads 
and Chairs of 

Governors 
Headteacher Briefings 

23/11/2017 
Headteacher 

Briefing 
9.15am- 
12.15pm 

Forest Hills 
Golf Club 

Free to Heads 
and Chairs of 

Governors 
Headteacher Briefings 

24/11/2017 
Headteacher 

Briefing 
9.15am– 
12.15pm 

Puckrup Hall 
Hotel 

Free to Heads 
and Chairs of 

Governors 
Headteacher Briefings 

27/11/2017 

Primary Science 
Subject Leader 

Network 
Meeting 

9.15am-
3.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

Traded Service Subject Leaders 

28/11/2017 

Primary Science 
Subject Leader 

Network 
Meeting 

9.15am-
3.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

Traded Service Subject Leaders 

29/11/2017 

Primary Science 
Subject Leader 

Network 
Meeting 

9.15am-
3.30pm 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

Traded Service Subject Leaders 

30/11/2017 
(Day 2 of 5) 

Improving 
Literacy at KS1 

Project 

9.30am-
3.30pm 

The Pavilion 
Cheltenham 

Part funded, 
invite only 

Schools will be contacted 
direct 

5/12/2017 
(Day 2 of 3) 

CtG Project – 
Evaluating Pupil 

Premium 
Impact: the 
myths and 

challenges of 
how to improve 
PP attainment 

9.00am-
12.00 

The Pavilion, 
Cheltenham 

Charged event, 
all settings 

CtG Events 

06/12/2017 
Primary NQT 

CPD  
Event 2 

1.30pm-
4.00pm 

Highnam 
Primary 

Traded Service NQT training 

07/12/2017 
Primary NQT 

CPD  
Event 2 

1.30pm-
4.00pm 

Meadowside 
Primary 

Traded Service NQT training 

This newsletter can be found at Gloucestershire’s Schoolsnet webpage: GlosEd website:newsletters 
If you have any comments or anything to share for the next edition, please contact Sandra Parker 

sandra.parker@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/headteachers/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/headteachers/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/headteachers/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/headteachers/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/networks/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/glosed/closing-the-gap/pupil-premium-toolkit/ctg-events/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/113717/Training
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/113717/Training
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/article/112348/Newsletters
mailto:sandra.parker@gloucestershire.gov.uk

