
Age Education Level Support Next Steps Destination

Pre
16

Secondary School
May include:

EAL interventions
Additional online
learning tools

Functional Skills
English & Maths
(Entry Levels)
GCSEs (where
appropriate) 

Social Worker 
VS Education
Adviser
VS Learning
Mentor
Tutors/Teachers
EAL Team

Progress through ESOL levels
(Pre‐Entry → Entry 1 → Entry 2)
Improve English to access the
wider curriculum
Develop confidence in school
routines
Prepare for KS4 or for early
GCSE‐level work (where
appropriate)

Move to the next
academic year in
school
Progress to the
next ESOL level
or Functional
Skills
English/Maths
level

Y11

Secondary School
May include:

EAL interventions
Additional online
learning tools

Functional Skills
English & Maths
(Entry Levels)
GCSEs (where
appropriate) 

Social Worker 
VS Education
Adviser
VS Learning
Mentor
Tutors/Teachers
EAL Team

Take GCSE/EAL assessments
where appropriate
Complete assessments
required for FE College ESOL
placement
Build independence skills for
post‐16 transition

Apply for Further
Education
College
ESOL course
(Entry 1–3 /
Level 1)
Vocational
course
(qualification‐
dependent)

Post
16
(y12)

Further Education
College
ESOL progression
programme or
vocational pathway

ESOL Entry 1–3 or
Level 1
(depending on
assessment)
Functional Skills
(English & Maths)
Work‐related
learning/
Enrichment 

Social Worker 
VS Education
Adviser
VS Learning
Mentor
Tutors
College Pastoral
Team

Progress to higher ESOL levels
Strengthen English needed for
vocational study
Gain essential qualifications for
future FE courses
Explore career interests and
training options

Second year of
ESOL (Y13)
Vocational Level
1 course (if
English level
allows)
Functional Skills
English & Maths

ESOL Progression Pathways



Age Education Level Support Next Steps Destination

Pre
16

(y13)

Further Education
College
ESOL progression
programme or
vocational pathway

ESOL Entry 3–
Level 1 / Level 2
Functional Skills
English and Maths
Access to
introductory
vocational options

Social Worker (until
18)/Leaving Care PA
(after 18) 
VS Education
Adviser (until 18)
VS Learning Mentor
(until 18)
Tutors/Teachers
College Pastoral
Team

Achieve ESOL or Functional
Skills Level 1/2
Prepare for mainstream
vocational courses
Explore apprenticeship
pathways (subject to
English/Maths level and asylum
status)
Develop core employability
skills

Level 1/2
vocational
course
Apprenticeship
(subject to
eligibility and
asylum status)
Next ESOL Level
1–2 or Functional
Skills Level

Post
18

Final funded year at
FE College (if 18 by
31 August)

Once 19:
Adult ESOL
Work skills
Vocational
programmes
Apprenticeships 
University (entry
dependent

Adult ESOL (Entry
→ Level 2)
Functional Skills
Vocational levels/
Apprenticeships
(Entry → Level 3
depending on
ability)
Level 4 + Courses
(qualifications
dependent)

Leaving Care PA
College tutors
Community
ESOL provision
Virtual School
involvement
ends at 18

Progress through ESOL or
Functional Skills levels
Gain English and Maths skills
needed for work or study
Complete vocational
qualifications
Build independence and
employability skills
Meet entry requirements for
apprenticeships or job roles

Employment
Further FE study
Adult ESOL/FS
Programme
Apprenticeship
(subject to
eligibility and
asylum status)
University
(qualifications
dependent)
Work‐skills or
employability
training

ESOL Progression Pathways



Age Group Gloucestershire Worcestershire Birmingham/
Solihull Bristol

Pre 16 St Peters
Gloucester Academy

The Stourport High
School and Sixth Form
College
South Bromsgrove High

Ninestiles Academy
Ormiston Forge
Academy
Q3 Academy Great Barr
Tudor Grange Academy
Hodge Hill College

City Academy Bristol

Post 16

Prospect Training
Gloucestershire
College
Bridge Training
SGS - Stroud (does
not currently offer
ESOL for 16-18)

Heart of Worcestershire
College
The Stourport High
School and Sixth Form
College

Birmingham Met College
(Matthew Boulton)
South and City College
Birmingham
Sandwell College
Halesowen College
Solihull College

City of Bristol College
SGS - Filton (does not
currently offer ESOL 16-
18)
Weston College

Post 18

Adult ESOL Courses:
Gloucestershire
College
SGS
GCC - Adult
Education
Cirencester College
University of
Gloucestershire

Adult ESOL Courses:
Heart of Worcestershire
College
Worcestershire Adult
Education

Adult ESOL Courses:
Birmingham Adult
Education Service (BAES)
South and City College
Birmingham
Sandwell College
Solihull College

Adult ESOL Courses:
City of Bristol College
SGS - Filton
Weston College
Bristol City Council -
Employment Skills &
Lifelong Learning

Education Provisions

https://www.sphs.uk.com/
https://www.gloucesteracademy.co.uk/
https://shs.worcs.sch.uk/
https://shs.worcs.sch.uk/
https://shs.worcs.sch.uk/
https://www.southbromsgrove.worcs.sch.uk/
https://ninestiles.org.uk/
https://ormistonforgeacademy.co.uk/
https://ormistonforgeacademy.co.uk/
https://www.q3academy.org.uk/
https://www.solihull.tgacademy.org.uk/
https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/admissions
https://cityacademybristol.clf.uk/
https://www.prospect-training.org.uk/esol.html
https://www.gloscol.ac.uk/course-details/?id=EA1737&occId=EAGFT/26-Y1
https://www.gloscol.ac.uk/course-details/?id=EA1737&occId=EAGFT/26-Y1
https://www.bridgetrainingltd.co.uk/esol/
https://www.sgscol.ac.uk/study/school-leavers
https://www.howcollege.ac.uk/courses/inclusive-learning/4693/esol-evolve-worcester-full-time/
https://www.howcollege.ac.uk/courses/inclusive-learning/4693/esol-evolve-worcester-full-time/
https://shs.worcs.sch.uk/
https://shs.worcs.sch.uk/
https://shs.worcs.sch.uk/
https://www.bmet.ac.uk/courses/detail/esol-16-18-2/
https://www.bmet.ac.uk/courses/detail/esol-16-18-2/
https://www.sccb.ac.uk/course-detail/MK000001/
https://www.sccb.ac.uk/course-detail/MK000001/
https://www.sandwell.ac.uk/department/esol/?course-type=school-leaver-courses
https://www.halesowen.ac.uk/course-category/vocational/esol/
https://www.solihull.ac.uk/demographic/16-to-19/category/esol/
https://www.sgscol.ac.uk/study/school-leavers
https://www.weston.ac.uk/what-can-i-study/courses-16-18-year-olds/english-and-maths/english-speakers-other-languages-esol
https://www.gloscol.ac.uk/course-details/?id=EA1734&occId=EAG1/26-R1
https://www.gloscol.ac.uk/course-details/?id=EA1734&occId=EAG1/26-R1
https://www.sgscol.ac.uk/study/english-and-maths/esol-for-adults-english-for-speakers-of-other-languages
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/adult-education-in-gloucestershire/courses/esol
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/adult-education-in-gloucestershire/courses/esol
https://www.cirencester.ac.uk/adult_course/adult-education-3/esol/
https://www.glos.ac.uk/
https://www.glos.ac.uk/
https://www.howcollege.ac.uk/courses/esol/
https://www.howcollege.ac.uk/courses/esol/
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/LearnLearningServices/CoursesSearch.aspx?_gl=1*1gdeuh6*_ga*MjEwNzU3NDU4Ni4xNzcyMTEzNTQ0*_ga_RSBCTX039R*czE3NzIxMTM1NDMkbzEkZzEkdDE3NzIxMTUxMzEkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/LearnLearningServices/CoursesSearch.aspx?_gl=1*1gdeuh6*_ga*MjEwNzU3NDU4Ni4xNzcyMTEzNTQ0*_ga_RSBCTX039R*czE3NzIxMTM1NDMkbzEkZzEkdDE3NzIxMTUxMzEkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://learnbaes.org/english/
https://learnbaes.org/english/
https://www.sccb.ac.uk/course-detail/MK000002/
https://www.sccb.ac.uk/course-detail/MK000002/
https://www.sandwell.ac.uk/courses/adult-course/esol/entry-1-esol-english-for-speakers-of-other-languages/
https://www.solihull.ac.uk/demographic/adult-professional/category/esol/course/esol-english-for-speakers-of-other-languages-with-basic-literacy-city-guilds-entry/
https://www.cityofbristol.ac.uk/courses/esol-for-adults/
https://www.sgscol.ac.uk/study/english-and-maths?study_type=Part+time
https://www.weston.ac.uk/what-can-i-study/courses-adults/english-and-maths/english-speakers-other-languages-esol
https://communitylearningwest.net/esol-courses/
https://communitylearningwest.net/esol-courses/
https://communitylearningwest.net/esol-courses/

