


STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR PERMANENT TROS 
 

 
Proposal to vary the prohibitions and restrictions to waiting, loading and parking in 
Arle Court Park & Ride Car Park, Cheltenham, to prioritise parking for Park & Ride 
users. 
 

 
The Proposal 
 
Gloucestershire County Council propose changes to parking restrictions in the Arle 
Court Park & Ride Car Park under Sections 32, 33 and 35 and under Parts I to IV of 
Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. 
 
The aim of these changes is to prevent unsuitable use of the car park, and improve 
the amenities of the site for Park & Ride users. 
 

This proposal comprises introducing a new free-of-charge ‘bus-user parking permit’, 
which must be validated on a bus service licenced to serve the park and ride site, 
allowing those using a bus to continue to park for free. A new parking charge will be 
introduced for anyone parking in the car park and not using a bus – the proposed 
charge is £6 all day, or £3 after 1pm. 
 
The proposed changes aim to discourage parking by those not using a Park & Ride 
service, therefore ensuring sufficient parking spaces in the car park for Park & Ride 
users. 
 
The new restrictions and regulations will apply at all times (7 days a week).  
 
 
The Reasons 
 
The Arle Court Park & Ride service is provided to give commuters and visitors to 
Cheltenham town centre and local hospitals a sustainable transport option, avoiding 
the need for them to drive into town. 
 
It is a key element of efforts to manage congestion and the negative impacts of traffic 
in the centre of Cheltenham and provide access to hospitals, and helps deliver 
existing policy commitments in the County’s Local Transport Plan. 
 
However, recent parking surveys have demonstrated that over half of those parking 
in the car park walk out of site without using a Park & Ride bus service. The surveys 
demonstrated most of these instances occurring in the morning peak, indicating the 
car park is being used as overflow parking for employers local to the car park, rather 
than as intended.  
 
With over half the parking taken up by non-Park & Ride users, the surveys showed 
the car park is full for large parts of the day, and those arriving intending to use the 
service are unable to park. 
 



The County Council believe a new system to manage parking in the car park and 
prioritise those using a Park & Ride service is required for the site to operate as 
intended. 
 
The proposed solution is to maintain free parking for Park & Ride users by offering a 
free ‘bus-user parking permit’ which only becomes valid once registered on a bus 
service. 
 
Those not intending to use a bus service will be required to pay to park – the 
proposed parking charges are £6 all day, or £3 after 1pm. Anyone who parks without 
paying, or without validating their free parking permit on a bus will be at risk of 
receiving a Penalty Charge Notice. 
 
Should the proposed charging regime not reduce parking by non-bus users to an 
appropriate level, the Council may restrict the number of users who can purchase 
parking at any given point, to ensure adequate parking spaces are always available 
for Park & Ride users (the number of bus-user parking permits will NOT be limited). 
 
The Council has considered the option of preventing parking by non-Park & Ride 
users altogether. Whilst the aim of this proposed scheme is to prioritise parking for 
Park & Ride users, the Council recognises that in the short term at least, demand for 
the Park & Ride service is unlikely to match the car park capacity. Hence the 
proposed scheme allows the available parking capacity to be used most efficiently, 
accommodating a managed number of non-Park & Ride users. 
 
The County Council has been working with bus operators who provide bus services 
from the Arle Court site, and they are supportive of the proposed management 
systems. 
 
The County Council proposals are intended to fulfil their responsibilities under the 
Section 122 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act (1984). The proposed scheme will 
secure suitable and adequate parking provision for Cheltenham and hospital sites, 
complimenting and supporting town centre and hospital parking restrictions by 
providing a sustainable alternative travel option. This will maintain good access to 
local services and amenities. 
 
Advance consultation has not yet been undertaken with statutory consultees – their 
response will be requested and considered as part of this consultation process. 
  



Due Regard 
 
The Council has a duty to give ‘due regard to’ the three aims of the public sector 
equality duty has been made (section 149 of the Equality Act 2010) during the 
development of the ‘policy’.1  
 

• Eliminate discrimination, harassment and victimisation and any other conduct 
prohibited by the ACT: 

• Advance equality of opportunity between people who share a protected 
characteristic and people who do not share it; and 

• Foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic 

An initial assessment against each of the protected groups is provided below – any 
issues highlighted through the consultation process will be considered and reported 
at the end of the consultation period. 
 

Protected group 
 

Challenge or opportunity considered and what we 
did 

Age(A) 
 
 

Better managed parking will improve access for Park & Ride 
users, particularly those arriving after the morning commuter 
peak. Those using bus services to hospital sites will also 
benefit. 
The final parking management system is yet to be confirmed as 
suppliers develop their solutions, but it is intended that bus-user 
permits will be available electronically (via smart phone), or 
through an on-site machine. 
Park & Ride users parking remains free of charge as existing. 
No other impacts are expected. 

Disability (D) 
 
 

Better managed parking will improve access for Park & Ride 
users. Those using bus services to hospital sites will also 
benefit. 
Park & Ride users parking remains free of charge as existing. 
Adequate disabled bays will be retained in the car park. 
No other impacts are expected. 

Sex (S) There is no evidence to suggest a positive or negative impact in 
this group.  

Race (including 
Gypsy & 
Traveller)(R)) 

There is no evidence to suggest a positive or negative impact in 
this group.  
 

Gender 
reassignment(GR) 

There is no evidence to suggest a positive or negative impact in 
this group.  

Marriage & civil 
partnership (MCP) 

There is no evidence to suggest a positive or negative impact in 
this group.  

Pregnancy & 
maternity (PM) 
 
 

There is no evidence to suggest a positive or negative impact in 
this group.  

Religion and/or Parking controls are proposed to operate on all days of the 

                                            
1 For ‘policy’: any new and existing policy, strategy, services, functions, work programme, project, 

practice and activity. This includes decisions about budgets, procurement, commissioning or de-
commissioning services, service design and implementation. 



Belief (RAOB) 
 
 

week. There are no places of worship close to the Arle Court 
site, and better managed parking will provide improved access 
to town centre locations. 

Sexual 
Orientation(SO) 

There is no evidence to suggest a positive or negative impact in 
this group.  

 
 
 
Signed 
 
 
…………………………………………… Jim Daniels, Parking Manager, 

Gloucestershire County Council 
 



 

 

 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

(OFF-STREET PARKING PLACES) ORDER 2015 
(ARLE COURT PARK AND RIDE) (CHELTENHAM BOROUGH) (VARIATION) ORDER 

2018 
 

Gloucestershire County Council in exercise of its powers under sections 32, 33 and 35 and 

under Parts I to IV of Schedule 9 to the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amended) 

(“the 1984 Act”) and the Traffic Management Act 2004 (“the 2004 Act”) and of all other 

enabling powers, and after consultation with the Chief Officer of Police in accordance with 

Part III of Schedule 9 to the 1984 Act, hereby makes the following Order: 

 

1. The Gloucestershire County Council (Off-Street Parking Places) Order 2015 (“the 

2015 Order”) shall be varied by: 

(i) the addition of the definitions described in the First Schedule to this Order; 

and 

(ii) the replacement of that part of Schedule 1 to the 2015 Order in so far as it 

relates to Arle Court Park & Ride Car Park by the insertion of the new details 

described in the Second Schedule to this Order; and 

(iii) the amendment to Schedule 3 to the 2015 Order as described in the Third 

Schedule to this Order 

 

2. The effect of this Order is to amend the way in which the Arle Court Park and Ride 

Car Park is used. 

 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

Definitions to be Added into the Interpretation Clause of the 2015 Order 

 

“local bus” means a public service vehicle used in provision of a local service not being 

an excursion or tour 

“local service” has the same meaning as in Section 2 of The Transport Act 1985 and 

means a service that is covered by a licence agreement with the Council to serve the 

parking place 

“public service vehicle” has the same meaning as in Section 1 of the Public Passenger 

Vehicles Act 1981 



 

 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

Amendment to Schedule 1 to the 2015 Order – List of Parking Places and Restrictions that apply 

 

SCHEDULE 1 – List of Parking Places and Restrictions that apply 
 

NAME AND 
SITUATION OF 
PARKING PLACE 
AND PLAN NO. 

POSITION IN WHICH 
VEHICLE MAY WAIT 

CLASSES OF 
VEHICLE 

DAYS AND HOURS 
OF OPERATION OF 
PARKING PLACE 
(Permitted Hours) 

DAYS AND HOURS 
PARKING 
RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY (Restricted 
Hours) 

PARKING 
RESTRICTION 
DURING THE 
RESTRICTED 
HOURS 

DAYS AND HOURS 
WHEN CHARGES 
WILL BE MADE 
(Charging Hours) 

SCALE OF 
CHARGES 

PARKING PERMITS  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Arle Court Park & 
Ride Car Park 
 
PLAN 007 

Wholly within a 
parking bay or 
designated parking 
area 

Motor vehicles less 
than 2.1m in height 
excluding Heavy 
Commercial Vehicles, 
where the vehicle will 
fit wholly in the 
marked bay. 

All days and all hours NONE No Restriction 
  

All days and all hours Between 00.01 and 
23.59: £6.00  
 
Between 13.00 and 
23.59: £3.00  
 
Bus-user parking 
permit holders are 
exempt from charge 

As defined in 
Schedule 3 (Car Park 
Usage Policy) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

THIRD SCHEDULE 

Amendment to Schedule 3 to the 2015 Order – Car Park Terms & Conditions 

 

Add the following at the end of Table 1 in Clause 23: 

 

Arle Court 
Park & Ride 
Car Park 
 

Bus-user Parking 

Permit 

All days and all hours. 

 

Parking permit is valid between 

00.01 and 23.59 and must be 

renewed daily. 

 

Parking permit is only valid 

after being validated on a local 

bus. 

Unrestricted £0.00 

 

 

Add the following after Clause 23: 

Arle Court Park & Ride Car Park 

24. Car users who park at the Arle Court Park & Ride parking place in order to use 

a local bus must obtain a Bus-user parking permit via the equipment supplied by the 

Council in order to park free of charge.  The Bus-user parking permit only becomes 

valid after it has been validated via the equipment supplied by the Council on a local 

bus. 

25. Anyone parking within an Arle Court Park & Ride parking place without using a 

local bus is required to pay the relevant parking charge via the Council’s payment 

method.  The number of users permitted to park in the parking place without using a 

local bus will be reviewed regularly and managed to ensure there is sufficient capacity 

for those using a local bus to park at the parking place. 

 

3. The remainder of the 2015 Order shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

4. This Order shall come into effect on the              day of                         2018 and 

may be cited as “The Gloucestershire County Council Off-Street Parking Places 

Order 2015 (Arle Court Park and Ride) (Cheltenham Borough) (Variation) Order 

2018”. 



 

 

 

Given under the Common Seal of Gloucestershire County Council the     day of                 

2018 

 

THE COMMON SEAL of 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

was hereunto affixed 

in the presence of: 

Head of Legal Services 
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