
Gloucestershire Archives

What’s Beneath Your Feet? 

Activity Template 

Activity Name: Writing a Georgian letter

Subject: History – Local Study 

Key Stage: 2 

National Curriculum programme of study: Historical enquiry, historical interpretation, knowledge and 
understanding of events, people and changes in the past, organisation and communication. 

Activity Description: This is a practical activity involving pupils creating a Georgian style letter. A letter 
in the Gloucestershire Archives inspires the activity, from the surveyor Thomas Fulljames to the Duke 
of Beaufort. The letter describes how Thomas Fulljames planned to prepare a document for the oath he 
was legally obliged to swear.  The activity demonstrates how important letters and the post were to 
Inclosure and therefore Georgian life. The activity should begin with a short discussion about the 
difference between Georgian and modern communications. Please refer to the information sheet: 
Georgian Mail. The reproduction letter and sealing wax can also be passed around to show how letters 
were folded and sealed. To begin with pupils should just get used to writing with a dip pen and ink, for 
example writing their name. The quill can also be used. When the pupils feel confident about using the 
dip pens they should copy out the letter from Thomas Fulljames. Please refer to the transcription. 
When the pupils have finished, the letter can be folded in the Georgian style and sealed with a sticker. 

Resources: Dip pens, black ink, quill, Letter from Trophimus Fulljames on CD (Images Folder; 
Surveying Folder) sealing wax, red stickers, transcript of letter, calligraphy paper or similar. 
Please note: The ink provided is not washable so aprons should be used. 
Tablecloths/newspapers/baby wipes should be provided. 

Background information: Georgian Mail 

Learning Objectives: To create a Georgian-style letter using Georgian-style writing materials. To learn 
how important letters and the post were to Inclosure. To compare communications today with those of 
the Georgian age. 

Learning Styles: Intrapersonal, linguistic, mathematical/logical

Cross-curricular links: Literacy

Class organisation: The class can do the activity together or in smaller groups. 

Duration: 1 and a half – 2 hours 

Extension activity: Pupils could compose their own letter either from or to Thomas Fulljames. 


