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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
GFRS (the Service) carries out fire safety enforcement work on behalf of the Gloucestershire 
County Council who is the Fire Authority for Gloucestershire (the Authority). 
 
This statement sets out the powers of entry authorisation policy which Gloucestershire Fire 
and Rescue Service (GFRS) expect to follow. It provides guidance for inspectors, businesses 
and members of the public and in particular provides information on the following: 
 

o The Purpose of the Powers of Entry Authorisation Policy 

o Who can authorise 

o Automatic Authorisation 

o Individual Authorisation 

o Approval of this policy 

 
 

2 THE PURPOSE OF THE POWERS OF ENTRY AUTHORISATION 
POLICY 

 
Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service will visit premises to check that the fire risk 
assessment and fire prevention measures in place are appropriate. When carrying out such 
a visit and where it is considered necessary to use a Power of Entry, this will only be done 
after considering whether it is appropriate to do so and by obtaining senior officer approval 
in accordance with the Powers of Entry Code of Practice. 
 
When exercising our powers of entry, a power devolved to the Service by virtue of Article 27 
of the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005, we do so in accordance with the 
Protection of Freedoms Act 2012 and also the Code of Practice on Powers of Entry issued 
in April 2015, which dictates that there must be a proper process of approval for the exercise 
of powers of entry. 
 
The Code was introduced to promote better working relationships between GFRS and local 
businesses by ensuring our powers of entry are exercised using openness and transparency. 
In doing so, regulators become less of a burden to business. 
 
 

3 WHO CAN AUTHORISE 
 
Authorisation can only be granted by Fire Safety Station Managers or, in their absence, the 
Duty Officer which will be limited to Group Managers or Area Managers. 
 
 

4 AUTOMATIC AUTHORISATION 
 
There are occasions when, as part of a routine practice, visits to premises will be standard 
practice and unavoidable. Due to the large volume of these visits automatic authorisation 
shall be granted and, therefore individual authorisation shall not be required, in the 
following scenarios: 
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Response to a fire 
 
Visiting commercial premises after fire automatically trigger an inspection visit (which will 
always be dealt within 10 working days). It will be at the discretion of the officer to decide if 
it is necessary and proportionate to visit the premises or if this can be carried out in a less 
intrusive manner such as telephone conversations to establish the cause. When it is deemed 
necessary to visit the premises however due to inadequate information being provided, these 
visits will automatically be authorised.  Commercial premises also include visits to sheltered 
accommodation and supported living following incidents in the dwelling, so to discuss the 
incident with the responsible person. 
 
Premises on Audit rotation 
 
GFRS database has a rolling system detailing as and when inspections are due. Our 
inspections will be focused primarily on those premises and activities giving rise to the most 
serious risk to life. We will maintain a strategy that will identify and assess the risks within 
premises and the community and allocate resources to carry out inspections accordingly. 
Automatic authorisation is granted in these situations as the inspectors are unable to carry 
out an audit without entry and inspection of the premises. 
 
False alarm visits 
 
Following 3 occasions of GFRS being required to visit a premises due to a fire alarm 
activation whereby upon arrival it is discovered that it was a false alarm, GFRS officers are 
granted automatic authorisation to visit the premises (if a less intrusive means is inadequate) 
in order to discuss the causes of the fire alarm activations and assess the suitability and 
effectiveness of the current fire alarm system and management of the premises. 
 
 

5 INDIVIDUAL AUTHORISATIONS 
 
Any inspections that do not fall within the automatic authorisations mentioned above will 
have to have separate authorisation from the Fire Safety Station Manager or in their absence 
the Duty Officer and such authorisation should be recorded onto CFRMIS. This will include 
complaints made by members of public in relation to premises, requests from partner 
agencies to inspect premises following concerns for fire safety, multi agency visits and 
anything other than those that have been listed above. 
 
 

6 APPROVAL OF THIS POLICY 
 
This policy and agreement to the authorisation process adopted by the Senior Leadership 
Team of Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service and shall be reviewed yearly. 


