
 Do you have a 
  child with additional
 needs, or work  
 with them?

In Gloucestershire we want services from 
across education, health and care to enable 
growth and development so that each child can 
thrive and reach their potential to become an 
independent, healthy and happy adult.
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The full strategy setting out what has been done so far and  
what services in the county are doing is available at: 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/ 
special-educational-needs-and-disability-send/gloucestershires- 
joint-additional-needs-including-send/ 

My child has additional needs, what does this 
mean and what can I do?
Parents or carers may worry about their child’s development 
or their experiences in comparison to other children of a 
similar age. Information on Gloucestershire’s graduated 
approach to support children and young people with 
additional needs (including SEND) and the range of services 
available to help can be found at: 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/
special-educational-needs-and-disability-send/my-child-has-
additional-needs-what-does-this-mean-and-what-can-i-do/



So our  
commitment  
is that:
1 A child or young person with additional needs will have 

their needs identified and met in a timely way; 

2 Outcomes for children or young people with additional 
needs will be most effectively achieved by recognizing 
their needs as a whole and as part of their families, and 
integrating assessment and personalised care planning 
across education, health and social care; 

3 Good outcomes for most children or young people with 
additional needs will be achieved in more universal 
settings where their needs can be met appropriately; 

4 Children, young people and parents will be encouraged 
to be equal partners in developing plans, agreeing 
outcomes to be achieved and every effort made to 
seek their views to reflect the vital role parents/family 
play in supporting their child’s development; 

5 Children, young people and parents will play a key 
role in co-producing and developing services across 
health, education and social care – particularly those 
specifically for children and young people with special 
educational needs and disabilities; 

6 Children or young people with additional needs 
should be offered full access to a broad, balanced 
and relevant education, based on the National 
Curriculum and, for pre-school children, the Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum; 

7 Transition arrangements between different phases of 
education or agencies working with children and young 
people are in place to ensure assessments, plans and 
reviews are co-produced and families know who is 
taking over the coordination of their child’s support; 

8 Resources to support all children or young people with 
additional needs will be proportionate, fair, equitable 
and deliver best value; 

9 Effective and efficient use of resources will guide 
decision making based on analysis of need, the 
allocation of those resources, and evaluation (including 
feedback and monitoring) evidence against agreed 
outcomes (the commissioning approach); 

10 All agencies working with children, young people 
and young adults with additional needs will focus 
on helping them to prepare for adulthood – this will 
include support to prepare for higher education and/or 
employment; support to prepare for independent living, 
including exploring what decisions young people want 
to take for themselves; support in maintaining good 
health in adult life; support in participating in society, 
which includes support in developing and maintaining 
friendships and relationships.

...and everyone in Gloucestershire will work together, and with 
children and young people and their families, to achieve this.


