
 

The need for the scheme 

What is Gloucestershire County Council bidding for? 

Gloucestershire County Council is bidding to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government (MHCLG), for funding to upgrade M5 Junction 10 to an all 
movements junction, along with junction and road improvements on the local network 
and an expansion of Arle Court park and ride. 

Why is the junction improvement needed? 

The new motorway junction will support planned housing and employment growth, as 
proposed by Cheltenham Borough, Tewkesbury Borough and Gloucester City councils 
in the adopted Joint Core Strategy (JCS) (https://www.jointcorestrategy.org/). 
The new junction will also stop traffic rat-running through residential areas to 
gain access to the M5 at junction 11. 

How are the County Council and the District Councils working together? 

The County Council, district councils and GFirst LEP worked in partnership on the bid 

and will continue to do so throughout the life of the project. To underline this commitment, 

all parties have recently signed a specific Memorandum of Understanding setting out how 

they will work together to deliver the M5 Junction 10 Improvement Scheme. 

Will the scheme reduce the congestion and queuing on the M5? 

Yes. Work done on modelling journey time and congestion post-scheme 
demonstrates that the M5 Junction 10 Improvement Scheme will improve the 
operation of the motorway junction and reduce queuing. 

Why can’t these funds be spent on routine maintenance? 

The funds from MHCLG are ring-fenced for infrastructure to unlock new housing 
developments and cannot be spent on routine maintenance. These funds are additional 
to the highway budgets that GCC spend on routine maintenance of county roads. 
Highways England is responsible for maintenance of the motorway and rest of the 
Strategic Road Network. 

What will happen to traffic if the motorway junction is upgraded? 

Providing a more direct route from the M5 to north and west Cheltenham will take 
traffic, particularly at peak times, away from inappropriate local roads on the west side 
of the town, such as Princess Elizabeth Way. This will improve journey times for local 
users and provide benefits in terms of noise and air quality. 

Will the traffic lights at Coombe Hill need upgrading too? 

The traffic signals at Coombe Hill will need upgrading and are also part of our bid to 
Homes England. 

Are there any more elements to the bid? 

As well as the new all-movements M5 Junction 10, a new link road and associated 
junctions will be built linking the new M5 Junction 10 to the west Cheltenham area. 
There will also be capacity improvements to the A4019 and traffic lights at Coombe Hill, 
and an expanded Arle Court Park and Ride site with new site access. 

Land and Property 

When will we know where the new road will actually go? 

There are no details of any exact alignment at this early stage. If the bid is successful, we 
will press on with design work and look at possible routes with full consultation with the 
community (likely to take place in late 2019). It is possible that the new junction will be at 
the same location as the present junction, but it could be a km or so to the north or south. 
There will be a new link road from the new motorway junction to the A4019 serving the 
west of Cheltenham area. 

Does the bid to MHCLG have lines on a map? 

https://www.jointcorestrategy.org/


 

Any alignments in the bid are indicative only, to allow MHCLG to assess costings and 
traffic modelling assumptions and are not options for consultation at this stage. 

How will the land for the scheme be acquired? 

GCC already owns a lot of land in the area. If any further land is needed our 
preference would be to seek to acquire this by agreement. Compulsory purchase 
would be used as a last resort. 

You are undertaking ecology surveys on my land. Does this mean you might need to 
buy it? 

No, not necessarily. Schemes need to take the ecology of the nearby area into 
consideration even if the new junction or supporting infrastructure does not cross it. 

Where will the traffic go while you’re building it? Have you considered what the diversion 
routes will be through the works? 

GCC and Highways England are very experienced at building major road schemes. 
We will be appointing an experienced contractor to build the scheme and looking to 
ensure that peak time disruption particularly, is kept to a minimum. 

Who will pay for the motorway improvement scheme? 

Scheme funding will come from MHCLG. 

Is Highways England supportive of the scheme? 

Highways England welcomes the scheme and are fully supportive and committed to 
working with GCC throughout the life of the project. 

Wider 

How will we be consulted? 

To date, the concept of an improvement to M5 Junction 10 has been supported during 
consultation on GCC’s Local Transport Plan in 2015, and the Joint Core Strategy 
authorities also included the junction upgrade in their JCS plan which was debated at 
the Examination In Public in summer 2017.  
Since these consultation opportunities, the improvement scheme has been developed in 
more detail for the MHCLG bid. If the bid is successful and the scheme is progressed, 
we will continue with design work and public consultation events on possible routes will 
commence in Winter 2019. This consultation, along with ongoing engagement with 
stakeholders will shape the final preferred route, expected to be announced in Spring 
2020. 

How can I influence the chosen route? 

If our bid is successful we will hold a public consultation event in late 2019. 
Information about this will be available on our website in due course. 

How were the housing and employment areas agreed? 

The homes and employment areas are in the Joint Core Strategy - agreed 
between the three local planning authorities, Cheltenham, Tewkesbury and 
Gloucester City councils. 

Will schools, community facilities, shops be built too, as well as the road? 

Yes they will. The JCS, agreed publicly between the three local planning authorities, 
Cheltenham, Tewkesbury and Gloucester City councils, sets out the planning policy 
for these areas, which includes schools, community facilities, shops etc. 

How will we protect the landscape, habitats etc.? 

We are working very closely with the planning authorities, Natural England, the 
Environment Agency, and others to preserve and enhance landscape and habitats as 
part of the developments. 

When will the scheme construction start, and when will it be finished? 

We are aiming to commence construction in 2022 and be complete in 2024. 

You are proposing to build in close proximity to the floodplain, will the scheme 
have any negative effects on flooding? 



 

We will work closely with the Environment Agency to ensure that the scheme does not 
have a negative impact on flooding. 

If there is a change how will I know? 

We will publicise the bid result as soon as it is known and, if successful, move quickly to 
arrange the public consultation event towards the end of 2019, with the announcement 
of an emerging preferred route in Spring 2020. 

What’s happening at the moment? 

What are you doing following the HIF bid submission? 

The HIF bid was submitted in March 2019 and we won’t find out if our bid for funding has 

been successful until October 2019. Until that time, we are continuing to progress the 

scheme by refining the design and beginning to conduct ecology surveys around the 

scheme area.  

What happens if the bid is not successful?  

We believe that the improvement of M5 Junction 10 plays a critical role in supporting 

housing and employment growth in and around the area. We therefore will seek 

alternative funding streams to ensure the benefits of the scheme can still be realised. 

Where can I find out what’s happening? 

Updates will be provided on this webpage (www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/roads-parking-
and-rights-of-way/major-projects-list/m5-junction-10/) or by following us on Twitter 
@GlosCC or Facebook facebook.com/gloucestershirecountycouncil #J10 
You can also email us on majorprojects@gloucestershire.gov.uk/ you have any 
questions about the new motorway junction. 
Further details of the delivery of the Joint Core Strategy for new housing and jobs, via 
Cheltenham and Tewkesbury Borough Councils as planning authorities, is available via 
the JCS website (www.jointcorestrategy.org) 
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