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Section A - Introduction 
 
Under Section 6A of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 (the ‘free school 

presumption’) where a local authority identifies the need to establish a new school it must, 

in the first instance, seek proposals to establish an academy.  

 

Gloucestershire County Council has identified the need to establish a new 75-place 

special school for children and young people with Social Emotional and Mental Health 

(SEMH) needs to be located in an area within reasonable travelling distance of Gloucester 

and Cheltenham to open in the academic year 2021/22. We have therefore identified a 

preferred site which is approximately five and a half miles from the centre of Gloucester 

and five miles from the centre of Cheltenham. 

 

Developing and expanding local specialist provision is a key element of the 

Gloucestershire’s high needs strategy High Needs Strategy.  Gloucestershire County 

Council consulted extensively on the development of its high needs strategy and there was 

strong endorsement on our proposal that where children have very high levels of need we 

should create support packages closer to home rather than rely on schools outside of 

Gloucestershire (96% of those that responded agreed). The full report on the consultation 

and findings can be viewed here.  

 

The need for a new school of this type is set out in Gloucestershire’s SEND 

Commissioning Strategy 2019-2024. Consultation on this document (with schools, parent 

carer forums, partner agencies as well as the wider public closed on 30th June 2019). 

There was no specific feedback in relation to the establishment of a new special school of 

this type, but there continues to be support for further developing local provision as an 

http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/s53586/High%20Needs%20Strategy%20for%20SF.pdf
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/2085709/consultation-findings-report-nov18.pdf
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send/send-commissioning-strategy/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send/send-commissioning-strategy/
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alternative to making placements out of area and in the independent non-maintained 

sector.   

 

Our intention to initiate a free school presumption competition to establish a special school 

of this type has also been widely publicised through the council’s communication channels; 

to schools, partner agencies and the public.  

 

We are seeking a strong, inclusive academy sponsor to operate a new free school for boys 

and girls with complex special educational needs with a primary need of social, emotional 

and mental health difficulties in the age range of 11 – 16 years. This school would be 

deemed a free school. All special schools in Gloucestershire are part of a Gloucestershire 

Association of Special School Headteachers (GASSH), which is a school led association. 

We would anticipate early dialogue with the final sponsor to join this existing well-

established partnership. 

 

If you would like further information or wish to discuss your application, please contact: 

Nathan Roe, Education Planning Manager 

Tel: 01452 42 7262   Email: Nathan.roe@gloucestershire.gov.uk  

 

Reason a new school is required 
 
The need for the new school has arisen owing to a shortfall in places of this type and is 

underpinned by Gloucestershire’s High Needs Strategy, Gloucestershire’s Joint Strategy 

for Children with Additional Needs, including SEND 2018-21 and Gloucestershire’s SEND 

Commissioning Strategy 2019-24. There are insufficient places of this type in the area and 

children and young people sometimes have to travel to schools some distance from home.   

 

mailto:Nathan.roe@gloucestershire.gov.uk
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send/gloucestershires-joint-additional-needs-including-send/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send/gloucestershires-joint-additional-needs-including-send/
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Process the Local Authority will follow when assessing proposals 
 
As per the DfE guidance on the commissioning of new free schools, the process will be 

managed by the Local Authority in consultation with the DfE Free Schools Team. 

Following a short-listing and bid assessment process, the Local Authority will provide a 

report to the DfE with the recommended sponsor(s) and the reasons for the 

recommendation.  The recommendation/decision will then be referred to the Regional 

Schools Commissioner (Head Teachers Board) for agreement.  The final decision rests 

with the Regional Schools Commissioner on behalf of the Secretary of State. 
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Process and timetable for application  

Start of the Free School Presumption 
competition 

Monday 21 October 2019 

Expression of Interest deadline Friday 1 November 2019 

Application deadline Friday 6 December 2019 at 12.00 noon 

Shortlisting Week commencing 16 December 2019 

Interviews 
Wednesday  8 and Thursday  9 January 
2020 

Recommendation sent to RSC for final decision No later than Friday 31 January 2020 

Decision by RSC (on behalf of Secretary of 
State)* 

Anticipated March 2020 

 

*there is no specified timescale for this part of the process, but it is estimated at six weeks. Once advised of 

the Secretary of State’s decision the local authority will publicise this information on its website and via other 

media/communication channels and begin the process of working with the successful sponsor to establish 

the new school. 

 

The Regional Schools Commissioner (RSC) for the South West, on behalf of the Secretary 

of State, will consider the Local Authority assessments and recommendations before 

deciding which proposer is in the best position to take forward the new school.  The 

decision is made by the RSC, who will inform the Local Authority and the successful 

proposer of its decision. The Local Authority will inform any unsuccessful proposers. 

 

Applicant groups 
 
It is important to note that the Secretary of State will only consider entering into a funding 

agreement with an approved sponsor. New proposers will need to be assessed by the 

Department for Education (DfE) through the normal sponsor route. If you are not already 

an approved sponsor you will need to apply separately through the formal sponsor 

approval process. You should contact the DfE about becoming a sponsor before 

submitting a proposal and you can find out more information at : 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sponsor-an-academy . Proposers that are not approved by 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sponsor-an-academy
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the DfE should contact the DfE at the earliest opportunity and well in advance of 

submitting a formal proposal to the Local Authority. 

NB:  The Local Authority-led free school presumption is a different route to the DfE’s free 

school programme.  Further information about how to establish a new school via the DfE’s 

free school programme route can be found at: Setting up a free school - GOV.UK 

How to apply  
 
Bids must be submitted using the Free School Presumption application form (Annex B).  

All guidance, criteria and forms can be found at: Free School Presumption application form 

(Annex B).   

 

All supporting documentation prepared by the Local Authority can be found at: 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-planning-and-

projects/gloucestershire-school-projects/    

 

If you are a sponsor approved by the Department for Education and would be interested in 

submitting an application, could you please express an interest by the date set out in the 

table above. Please send any expressions of interest to 

nathan.roe@gloucestershire.gov.uk  

 

Where to send your completed application 
 
The completed (Annex B) application form and any supporting documentation should be 

sent to: 

Nathan Roe, Education Planning Manager, Commissioning for Learning, Gloucestershire 

County Council, Shire Hall, Westgate Street, Gloucester, GL1 2TP 

Email:          nathan.roe@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

  

https://www.gov.uk/set-up-free-school
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/establishing-a-new-school-free-school-presumption
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/establishing-a-new-school-free-school-presumption
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-planning-and-projects/gloucestershire-school-projects/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-planning-and-projects/gloucestershire-school-projects/
mailto:nathan.roe@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:nathan.roe@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:nathan.roe@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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Section B - The School 
 
Type of school and the children it will serve  
 
This is a non-residential special school for boys and girls with Social Emotional and Mental 

Health (SEMH) needs aged 11-16 years. The school will provide long-term special 

education provision to meet the needs of children with significant, complex and pervasive 

SEMH including: 

• Emotional dysregulation, for example, phobias, anxiety and depression; 

• Conduct disorders, for example stealing, defiance, fire-setting, aggression, violence to 

themselves, peers and adults and anti-social behaviour; 

• Hyperkinetic disorders, for example disturbance of activity and attention; 

• Attachment needs, for example children who are markedly distressed or socially 

impaired as a result of an abnormal pattern of attachment to parents or major care 

givers; 

• Those living with trauma arising from traumatic experiences, Adverse Childhood 

Experiences (ACEs) or persistent periods of abuse and neglect, and; 

• Other mental health needs including habit disorders, somatic disorders, psychotic 

disorders such as schizophrenia and manic-depressive disorder. 

 

Significant numbers of the cohort may have social care support under Early Help, S17 or 

S47 of the Children’s Act or may be looked after or adopted. 

 

The pupils, particularly those at the older age range, may be at risk of child criminal and/or 

sexual exploitation and/or be potential or actual young offenders; they may present with 

harmful sexual behaviour. Pupils will have significant barriers to learning and will be at risk 

of disengagement from school and be at high risk of entering the NEET (not in education, 

employment or training) group post-16. 



 

8 

The pupils will generally be of average cognitive ability and would be able to access a 

mainstream taught curriculum. However, the pupils may have experienced disruption to 

their educational history and are therefore likely to have gaps in their learning. Additionally, 

some children may have additional co-occurring SEND across all categories which the 

school will be expected to meet. In all cases, however, the children’s primary need will be 

identified through assessment as SEMH. However, it is important that the school is able to 

meet additional needs which may include autism spectrum condition, speech language 

and communication needs and specific learning difficulties (such as would be expected to 

be met in mainstream schools) .  

 
Where the school is to be located 
 
A site for the school has been identified on land owned by Gloucestershire County Council 

which is currently leased to Henley Bank High School for educational purposes. 

Discussions between the Local Authority and the lessee, in order to achieve the surrender 

of their interest, are at an advanced stage and anticipated to be concluded (subject to 

schedule 1 and section 77 consent) in November 2019.  It is anticipated that contractors 

and architects will be procured in November 2019, with planning consent obtained and the 

building phase commencing in time for the school to admit its first pupils during the 

academic year 2021/22. If there are any significant delays in the process the scheduled 

opening date will be delayed rather than house the school in temporary accommodation. 

The appointed sponsor will have the opportunity to contribute to the design of the school 

building and facilities, however, owing to the timescales of the project much of the design 

work will have been completed and planning applications submitted by the time the RSC 

confirms the sponsor in March 2020.  
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Map of Gloucestershire and the location of the proposed school site (Brockworth) 

 
 
The proposed site for the school is on Mill Lane, Brockworth, Gloucestershire, GL3 4QF 

and is approximately five and a half miles from the centre of Gloucester and five miles 

from the centre of Cheltenham. There is easy access from these two urban centres given 

the proximity to the M5, the A4174 and the A46. The immediate area is undergoing 

significant development with 1500 homes planned as part of the Perrybrook development 

and a resulting investment in community and recreation facilities and the planned 

establishment of a new primary school.  
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Pupil capacity 
 
When fully open and operational the school will offer 75 places, with the scope for further 

expansion in the future.   

 
Proposed admission arrangements 
 
Admissions will be determined by the Local Authority’s SEN Panel.  All pupils will have an 

Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) setting out SEMH as a primary area of need.  The 

Local Authority will consult with the school before deciding to name it in the child or young 

person’s EHCP (SEN Code of Practice 2015, paragraph 9.80).  The Local Authority would 

expect places to be available up to the number it has commissioned, and willingness on 

the part of the school to discuss commissioning additional places as the need arises. 

 
The first pupils will be admitted during the academic year 2021-22, however, it is not 

envisaged that the school will be full until 2024 with placements being made in the lower 
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year groups initially.  The need to admit a new pupil could occur at any point within the 

year and flexibility on the part of the school is required.  The sponsor will be required to 

abide by the Codes of Practice on Admissions and Special Educational Needs and admit 

any child whose EHCP names that school (after consultation with the school or as a result 

of direction to name the school by the SEND Tribunal or the Secretary of State). 

 

Out of hours and ‘wrap around’ provision 
 
To provide sufficient support for working parents, out of hours’ provision is a key priority for 

Gloucestershire County Council.  Whilst there will not be dedicated accommodation 

provided for these facilities, it would be anticipated that there will be the potential for these 

to be provided within the main school building and we would expect the school to secure 

opportunities for before-school and after-school provision, where practical to do so.  

 

It is important that the Academy Trust appointed to run the school works in partnership and 

collaboration with the nearby schools, the neighbouring sports foundation and the wider 

community to make arrangements to enable access to the school’s sports facilities when 

not being used by the school and for the benefit of the wider community.  This 

arrangement will need to be formalised at an early stage of the process through a 

Community Use Agreement, or equivalent arrangement, such as that recommended by 

Sport England. 

 

Transport arrangements 
 
The majority of children and young people who attend the school will travel to and from 

school using Local Authority arranged taxis and mini buses.  There will be some who do 

not qualify for transport assistance, who will travel to and from school by a different means.  
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Character/ethos of the school 
 
It is expected that the school will: 

 be welcoming to pupils of all world views, faiths and of no faith.  The school will be 

sensitive to the cultural and religious views of all pupils and parents whilst preparing 

them for life in modern Britain; 

 have a strong educational vision and a curriculum delivery based on high 

aspirations and standards for attainment at all key stages, personalising the 

learning pathways for those who need this; 

 plan carefully, thoughtfully and in a person centred way for pupils’ transition into and 

from the school, risk assessing and pre-empting those factors that might undermine 

the success of the placement; 

 a commitment to excellent outcomes and high quality of teaching and learning 

based on well researched and validated pedagogy and informed by a deep 

appreciation of the impact Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) can have on 

children’s learning. Gloucestershire is an ACEs informed county;   

 be inquisitive about the needs of the children and young people who attend the 

school, and exercise curiosity in understanding the factors that influence the 

presenting behaviours, seeking creative and innovative solutions;  

 respond and adapt its offer as the needs of a child changes; 

 be able to work in partnership, and take a coordinating role where required, with 

wider services (e.g. social care, health, police, and other schools) to enable each 

child to progress and succeed as set out in paragraph 1.37 of the SEND Code of 

Practice; 

 plan for appropriate engagement with the local community, other schools, FE 

colleges and parents; 

 be a learning environment in which physical intervention is rarely required;  

https://www.actionaces.org/


 

13 

 be a learning environment in which exclusion is almost never considered as a 

response to incidents of poor behaviour and in which a restorative approach is 

taken.  Please provide information about the exclusion rates in the schools your 

trust runs and how these compare with other schools in those areas;  

 work in partnership with parents to build trusting and mutually supportive 

relationships, planning carefully how to achieve this for parents who have had less 

positive working relationships with previous schools and those who live some 

distance from the school.  

 

Section C - Vision 
 
Applicants should take account of the relevant criteria in Annex C of the Free School 

Presumption Guidance.  

Please ensure you include the following: 

 A strong educational vision and a curriculum delivery based on high standards of 

attainment for each key stage; 

 Plans for appropriate engagement with the local community and parents during the 

pre-opening period and any on-going engagement; 

 Excellent support facilities to meet the needs of all children, including looked after 

children, those with needs in addition to SEMH (such as children and young people 

with speech language and communication needs, including autism spectrum 

conditions) and those with non binary gender identity;  

 How the school’s work will reflect the intended outcome and aspiration of the re-

classification of BESD to SEMH (arising from the 2014 revised SEN Code of 

Practice) setting out the Trust’s understanding of the differences between BESD 

and SEMH and the different groups of children that fall within that category;  

 A commitment to excellent outcomes and high quality of teaching and learning, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/establishing-a-new-school-free-school-presumption
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/establishing-a-new-school-free-school-presumption
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informed by the soundest pedagogy and which actively plans for over-coming 

identified barriers to learning and the additional challenges this group of learners 

face; 

 How children and young people will be supported to include within mainstream 

settings for part of the week, where this is appropriate, and ultimately returning to 

mainstream school;  

 How children and young people will be supported to make a successful transition to 

mainstream Post 16 learning; 

 How alternatives to exclusion will be developed and how regular school attendance 

will be promoted; 

 How mainstream schools in Gloucestershire will benefit from the expertise of staff 

working at this school;  

 How children with Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN) and with 

Autism Spectrum Conditions will be catered for;  

 How the school will take a central and coordinating role in effective partnership 

working amongst  the multi disciplinary team supporting the children and young 

people who attend and their families;  

 How the school would personalise the learning programme for children who need it; 

 How a sense of belonging and community will promote regular school attendance;  

 How the school will work holistically and in partnership with parents though, for 

example, the provision of a Family Support Worker. 
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Section D - Education plan  
 
Applicants should take account of the relevant criteria in in Annex C of the Free School 

Presumption Guidance.  

As a minimum please ensure you include the following: 

 An ambitious, broad and balanced, deliverable curriculum plan, which is consistent 

with the vision and pupil intake.   We would wish learners to be able to attain 

vocational qualifications as well as more traditional academic qualifications.  The 

information provided could include a curriculum table and pupil build up chart; 

 Strategies for measuring pupil performance effectively and setting challenging 

targets; 

 Strategies for baselining, measuring and tracking other skills, e.g. resilience, social 

skills, self-esteem, so that next steps can be identified and progress can be 

demonstrated;  

 The philosophy underpinning the approach to behaviour management; 

 A staffing structure that will deliver the planned curriculum within the expected 

income levels,  with a focus on outstanding teaching (including strategies for 

effective performance management) and staffing to provide (non-intensive) 

therapeutic intervention as part of the school’s core offer.  This could also include 

an organogram and staff build up chart; 

 The needs of all children are fully provided for and how the school will be fully 

inclusive, thinking particularly about therapeutic intervention and support for families 

and how the needs additional to SEMH (such as SLCN, including autism spectrum 

disorder, specific learning difficulties) will be catered for; 

 How the school will work proactively with parents to support them to meet their 

responsibilities in securing their child’s regular attendance at school; 

 Details of enrichment and extended services, for example, breakfast clubs, sports 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/establishing-a-new-school-free-school-presumption
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/establishing-a-new-school-free-school-presumption
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clubs, homework clubs and music and art clubs;  

 The school’s approach to: PHSE; the Prevent Duty; Safeguarding and welfare; and 

promoting fundamental British values (democracy, the rule of Law, individual liberty, 

mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs), including 

detailed information about school’s approach to all aspects safeguarding. 
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Section E - Capacity and capability 
 
Applicants should take account of the relevant criteria in Annex C of the Free School 

Presumption Guidance.  As a minimum please ensure you include the following: 

 The resources you would draw upon and/or deploy to support the development of 

the new free school by the opening date; 

 Clear evidence that you have the range of skills and abilities necessary to set up 

and then run a school effectively, including: managing school finances, leadership, 

project management, marketing and community engagement, human resources, 

safeguarding and health and safety; 

 How the school would be organised as it grows to full capacity and what the 

governance arrangements would look like, including a diagram of the proposed 

structures.  

 

In addition to this, applicants who already run or lead more than one school should also 

provide a brief overarching vision for your trust/chain, including: 

 The number and types of any academies, free schools or independent schools you 

currently manage, or have in the pre-opening phase; 

 The number and types of any state maintained schools you lead; 

 Your planned expansion strategy (including how many schools you plan to have in 

total, your planned geographical spread and timelines), and a summary of any 

discussions you have had with the relevant RSCs about this; and 

 Information on how the new school you are proposing forms part of that vision. 

 Please provide information about the exclusion rates in the schools your trust runs 

and how these compare with other schools in those areas; 

 The Trust’s approach to and track record in redressing social disadvantage 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/establishing-a-new-school-free-school-presumption
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/establishing-a-new-school-free-school-presumption
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Section F - Funding and costs 
 
The Local Authority will arrange for a purpose built school to be delivered, funded from 

basic need funding and through DfE specialist provision capital funding.  We anticipate the 

cost of the build will be in the region of £7.5m.  This will include the cost of furniture and 

fixtures, e.g. IT equipment, DT machinery, for the trust to procure.   

 

The DfE currently provides £25,000 for legal expenses to the successful sponsor. 

Start up costs prior to a school opening from the Local Authority: a one off lump sum of 

£75,000 will be payable to the school.  This is intended to be used towards costs such as, 

but not limited to: 

 Funding salary costs of the designated head teacher, admin and finance support 

prior to opening; 

 Recruitment and interview related costs; 

 Any other incidental costs. 

and would be paid to the Trust a term before the school admits its first children (based on 

a three term year). It will be up to the school how to use these funds.  No further one-off 

funding prior to opening will be payable and any unspent funds can be retained by the 

school. 

 

The school will be sited on land owned by the Local Authority and leased to the identified 

academy trust on a 125 year lease.  

 

The  school  will  receive  the  nationally  agreed  base  (currently £10,000)  place  funding  

per  pupil  from  the  Education  Skills Funding Agency. Top up will be funded in line with 

all other special schools in Gloucestershire using a banding system (Bands A to E) to 

identify a top-up amount, dependent on the assessed needs of the individual student.  An 
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annual audit takes place to ensure top funding is appropriate for the level of need of 

pupils.The banding categories that are currently in operation locally may have been 

revised by the time the new school is open.  The current banding (top-up) rates in 

operation are: 

Table 2: Current banding rates 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Trust will receive base funding for 50 places (i.e. £10,000 x 50 = £500,000) from the 

start of the term during the academic year 2021/22 that the school admits its first pupils 

and then the base funding for 75 pupils at the start of the academic year in which the 

school will exceed 50 pupils on roll (September 2023). The ESFA will provide the base 

funding to the school up to the number of children it is intended will be placed in any given 

year and any further funding will be provided by the LA. Please see Table 3 below for 

further detail about the number of children it is envisaged will be registered with the school 

over the first four years, which will inform the funding balance between the ESFA and the 

LA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Banding Amount for financial year 2019/20 

Band A £1,939 

Band B £7,273 

Band C £12,121 

Band D £12,928 

Band E £22,625 
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As an indicative guide, it is envisaged that the school may grow gradually in the following 

way: 

 

 Year 1 
 

September 2021 

Year 2 
 

September 2022 

Year 3 
 

September 2023 

Year 4 
 

September 2024 

Key Stage 3 
32 
 

(4 classes) 

32 
 

(4 classes) 

40 
 

(5 classes) 

48 
 

(6 classes) 

Key Stage 4 
- 

8 
 

(1 class: 
Year 10 only) 

16 
 

(2 classes) 

27 
 

(3 classes) 

Totals 

32 
 

(4 classes) 

40 
 

(5 classes) 

56 
 

(7 classes) 

75 
 

(9 classes) 

Base funding 
£0.5m (equivalent 

to 50 places)  
 

£0.32m from 
ESFA and £0.18m 

from LA 
 

plus 32 x banded 
top-ups from LA 

 

Base funding 
£0.5m (equivalent 

to 50 places)  
 

£0.40m from 
ESFA and £0.10m 

from LA 
 

plus 40 x banded 
top-ups from LA 

 

Base funding 
£0.75m 

(equivalent to 75 
places)  

 
£0.56m from 

ESFA and £0.19m 
from LA 

 
plus 56 x banded 
top-ups from LA 

 

Base funding 
£0.75m (75 

commissioned 
places)  

 
£0.75m from 

ESFA 
 

plus 75 x banded 
top-ups from LA 

 

 
 

Section G - Impact and equalities assessments 
 
As prescribed by Section 9 of the Academies Act 2010 and Section 149 of the Equality Act 

2010, the Local Authority must assess the potential impact of any new school on existing 

educational provision in the area.  The Local Authority must also consider whether the new 

school would impact on any groups with protected characteristics. 

 

The school will be commissioned to provide places for children and young people (11-16 

years) with Education Health Care Plans (EHCPs) whose needs cannot be met within a 
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mainstream school.  The addition of this school to the family of Gloucestershire schools is 

unlikely to impact adversely on mainstream schools in the area.  In fact, it is envisaged 

that the school will become another source of specialist advice and expertise that nearby 

mainstream schools can draw upon.  

 

There is an existing, state-funded special school, catering for children and young people 

aged 11-16 years with this type of need in Gloucestershire.  This other school, part of a 

sizeable multi-academy trust is commissioned by Gloucestershire County Council to 

provide 60 places.  It also accepts referrals for places from other local authorities.  The 

arrival of this new school is unlikely to impact on that school given that the demand for 

placements of this type is so great (we currently place children and young people in 

schools out of the area because there is insufficient capacity within county) and, based on 

our analysis, is set to remain so.  Furthermore, the existing school catering for this age 

range and type of need is located in a different district of the county to the one in which it is 

intended the new school will be located.  

 

Whilst the school will be responsible for its own compliance with equalities legislation and 

the formation and lawful implementation of policy in this area, it is not considered that the 

establishment of this new school will impact particularly on people with protected 

characteristics.  Some of the children and young people who will attend the school will 

likely fall within the definition of disabled as set out in the Equality Act 2010.  The impact 

on the learners of Gloucestershire who require this type of SEN provision (and have 

complex SEN needs) will be a positive one.  The arrival of this school will enable them to 

have their identified (educational) SEMH needs met closer to home and in the county in 

which they live, without the need to travel often long distances out of area.  
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Assessment 

 

Only applications received by the published deadline of noon on 6 December 2019 and on 

the model Free School Presumption application form (Annex B).  will be considered for 

evaluation.  

 

Applicants must ensure that they are on the DfE’s approved sponsor list. Any applicants 

submitting bids, who are not on the approved list, must contact the DfE before submitting a 

bid to Gloucestershire County Council – details can be found at 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sponsor-an-academy 

 

All bids received will be evaluated against the criteria set out in the (Annex B) application 

form and the key criteria set out by the DfE (Annex C), which are; 

 Vision 

 Education plan 

 Capacity and capability 

 

Scoring criteria: 

Each criterion is scored using a 4-point scale so that: 

0 = The evidence and argument contained in the application is “inadequate”  

1 = The evidence and argument contained in the application is “adequate”  

2 = The evidence and argument contained in the application is “good” 

3 = The evidence and argument contained in the application is “excellent”. 

Each section and criterion will be scored equally, no weighting applies. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/establishing-a-new-school-free-school-presumption
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sponsor-an-academy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/establishing-a-new-school-free-school-presumption
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Shortlisted applicants will be invited to an interview, with a panel constituted by 

Gloucestershire County Council. 

 

After the panel interview, Gloucestershire County Council will send details of its preferred 

applicant, along with details of all bids, to the DfE for consideration. The Regional Schools 

Commissioner, on behalf of the Secretary of State will consider the Council’s assessments 

before deciding on which applicant is in the best position to take forward the new school. 

The RSC will then inform Gloucestershire County Council of their decision. 

 

 

 


