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Special free school (SEMH) competition 

Questions asked by trusts, and answers given by GCC 

Last updated: 26 Nov 2019  

 

Is it proposed that the school will have Post 16 Learners? 

The age range of the school will be KS3 and KS4 only. In Gloucestershire the 

vast majority of children and young people successfully transfer from the local 

SEMH special school to mainstream further education provision at the end of 

Year 11. Vocational options include apprenticeships and supported internships 

and there is sufficient specialist SEMH provision available at 16 if students 

aren’t yet ready to join mainstream education.  

 

What is the year group breakdown for the KS3 cohort intake in Year 1? 

We have not specified how many year 7s, how many year 8s and how many 

year 9 as this will be informed by the demand identified at the time. There may 

be more learners in one year group than in another.  What is important to the 

LA is that there is flexibility in terms of grouping across the key stage and that 

placement decisions are made based on the needs of the children rather than 

vacancies in particular year groups and that. The table on page twenty is 

offered as an indicative guide only and we would anticipate a wiliness to 

discuss the admission of children over the anticipated number where required, 

especially where this could be achieved without the need to increase staffing 

or create further classes.  

 

How many children will there be at the different bandings? 

It is not possible to know, at this stage, which children will be placed at the 

school and what their identified banding category will be. There are very few 
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children in our SEMH schools at Bands D and E. Bands A and B are the most 

common categories:  

 proportion of bandings in SEMH settings 

 July 2019 November 2019 
Band A 43 % 34 % 

Band B 35 % 37 % 
Band C 13 % 19 % 

Band D 6 % 4 % 

Band E 3 % 6 % 
 

  19/20 

Band A  £             1,939.00  

Band B  £             7,273.00  

Band C  £           12,121.00  

Band D  £           12,928.00  

Band E  £           22,625.00  

 

In setting out staffing models based on income, it would be helpful for the 

Trust to state any assumptions that have been made in terms of the banded 

top up values and the numbers in each category.  

 

How can we consult with Gloucestershire’s children and young people with 

SEMH needs, and their families, over the curriculum and the offer of the 

school?  

This is an important aspect of the pre-opening activity to be undertaken once 

the Trust has been appointed in spring 2020. Co-production is an important 

part of how we work and develop services in Gloucestershire and our locally 

agreed Engagement and Participation Strategy for Services working with 

Children and Young People with Additional Needs and their Parents and Carers 

can be viewed in full here: https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-

learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send/gloucestershires-joint-

additional-needs-including-send/ 

The Local Authority will be able to support the Trust that is identified to run 

the school in making links with local groups.  

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send/gloucestershires-joint-additional-needs-including-send/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send/gloucestershires-joint-additional-needs-including-send/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send/gloucestershires-joint-additional-needs-including-send/
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When considering the curriculum offer Trusts who are making an application 

to run the school may wish to contact Tracy Oosthuizen (Specialist 

Commissioning Manager) on 01452 427200 

Tracy.OOSTHUIZEN@gloucestershire.gov.uk  in order to better understand the 

LA’s vision for these learners.  

 

How can we consult with the local community about what they would want 

from the school?  

This is an important aspect of the pre-opening activity to be undertaken once 

the Trust has been appointed in spring 2020. The Local Authority will be able to 

support the Trust that is identified to run the school in making links with local 

groups in the community. A significant aspect of this partnership working and 

engagement will centre around shared use of the sporting facilities at the 

school and sustainable and formalised partnerships with the nearby Sports 

Foundation.  

The proposed site is currently bordered by fields, rather than being centrally 

located within the village, but there are plans for significant housing 

development in the immediate area. 

 

What is the size of the proposed site? 

The proposed site at Mill Lane, Brockworth (on which the new school building 

would be constructed) is approximately 2.85 Ha. There are no buildings on the 

site.  

 

Where will the children who will attend the school come from and where are 

they now?  

Children are likely to come from a range of different schools including 

mainstream schools, Alternative Provision Schools or other special schools. Not 

all children who attend the SEMH primary school in Gloucestershire will 

transfer to this school as some will transfer to the other secondary SEMH 

mailto:Tracy.OOSTHUIZEN@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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school (depending on which is nearest) and some will transition to mainstream 

secondary schools. Children placed at the new school may include those who 

have been placed in special schools out of county wishing to take the 

opportunity to be educated closer to home. There will be children in the area 

that may develop these types of need who, at present, will not be part of any 

existing forecasts.  

 

What are the aspects of the building that will support carbon reduction?  

In September 2019 a motion calling for all new public buildings and 

developments in Gloucestershire to be carbon neutral was unanimously 

backed by county councillors. The county council is striving to become carbon 

neutral by 2030 and is identifying measures to deliver an 80 per cent reduction 

in greenhouse gas emissions across the whole county by the same 

date.https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gloucestershire-county-council-

news/news-september-2019/cross-party-support-to-make-developers-go-

carbon-neutral/.  

The design and build of the new school will have strong green credentials and a 

specialist consultant will be engaged to inform decisions about the range of 

different approaches that can be taken. The options will need to take into 

consideration what is appropriate for the site in question, the purpose and 

usage of the building and what is cost effective, taking into account ongoing 

maintenance and running costs to be met by the appointed sponsor trust. As 

set out in the specification document, owing to the timescales involved in this 

project, a number of the key decisions about the design of the school will have 

been made ahead of the successful trust being confirmed in the spring of 2020.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gloucestershire-county-council-news/news-september-2019/cross-party-support-to-make-developers-go-carbon-neutral/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gloucestershire-county-council-news/news-september-2019/cross-party-support-to-make-developers-go-carbon-neutral/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gloucestershire-county-council-news/news-september-2019/cross-party-support-to-make-developers-go-carbon-neutral/
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I wonder if you can advise me in regard to the ‘Free School presumption: 

Annex B form we would have to complete to apply to be a sponsor of your 

new special school. It is very non-specific on what length of information (eg 

number of pages) you require per section, and how you would like any 

financial information presenting, as there appears to be no section for this? 

The Annex B form provided by the DfE does not provide much structure in this 

regard and, whilst the accompanying Annex C criteria document provides some 

information about the areas the financial information should centre around 

(Sections D and E), it does not provide much detail about the level of detail or 

how this should be presented.  

When we have run previous free school presumption competitions (although 

this is our first special free school process) we have been content for trusts to 

lay out the financial information in a way that is as least onerous for them as 

possible, whilst being easy to interpret by people external to the trust. We 

certainly do not want trusts spending time preparing information at a level of 

detail beyond that which is really required and centring the information on the 

focus areas set out in Annex C will help to reduce this risk and ensure brevity. 

Given that the specification is quite detailed, and in wanting to see some 

information from the trust relating to each of the points raised, it is fair to 

assume that the application document will be quite detailed and, therefore, 

each section setting out information over a number of pages. This would be 

especially so in relation to the information you provide about the character, 

ethos and vision for the school.  

It has been especially helpful to us when trusts have adapted the basic boxes in 

Annex B to include the different sections and sub headings set out in the Annex 

C criteria document and, alongside a written narrative, a table showing 

anticipated income and expenditure over the initial three to four years has 

proven to be helpful. However, some assumptions will have to be made and 

explained in terms of the proportion of placements at the different banding 

rates. It would perhaps be helpful to set out as part of the budget plan what 

the contingency arrangements would be to ensure that the children and young 

people continue to receive high quality teaching and learning, underpinned by 

a broad curriculum, with the desired holistic and therapeutic input, if (for 

example) the agreed banding levels for the pupils placed did not generate the 
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anticipated income levels in any of the initial years of the three year build up 

period.  

In answering I am mindful, of course, of the fact that the decision as to who to 

appoint rests with the RSC (based on their own assessment of the information 

trusts have provided) so you may also wish to ask a similar question of your 

link within the RSC. However, I hope that this response is of some help.  

 

When submitting free school bids via other routes we have been required to 

ensure that there is a 3 – 5% financial surplus in each year. Does this 

requirement apply to this application? 

This is not a percentage amount we have expressly asked for in previous free 

school presumption competitions but we anticipate that the ESFA will want to 

be reassured that the appointed trust has sufficient surplus as part of 

demonstrating that financial arrangements are sound and sustainable before 

entering in to a funding agreement. Therefore you may consider it sensible to 

build this in to the three year financial plan, especially if that has been your 

experience in free school bids via other routes (presumably centrally provided 

free schools) and/or seek guidance from the ESFA as to what need to be 

demonstrated before a funding agreement could be entered in to between the 

appointed trust and that agency. 

 

Would you like hard copies of the application sent to you? 

Yes please. Please send two hard copies of the full application, including 

supporting documentation and appendices, to the address provided on page 6 

of the specification document. We are happy for applications to be e-mailed to 

the e-mail address specified on page six of the specification document by the 

published deadline, but with the two hard copies being received within two 

working days. Applications that do not arrive by the published closing date will 

not be accepted.  


