
Gloucestershire Social Work Academy and The Nelson Trust present...

An interactive play
by What Next Theatre
written and directed by 
HHJ Stephen Wildblood QC

Who Cares?

4th December 2019
7.30pm - 9.30pm, 
doors open 7.00pm

University of Gloucestershire
Main lecture theatre,
Park Campus, The Park, 
Cheltenham GL50 2RH

Performance includes a 
live Q&A with the cast

Tickets £6
Book online at 
eventbrite

For enquiries email
events@nelsontrust.com
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Jenny studied music and drama at Newton 
Park College, Bath. She completed the Acting 
Academy Course at Bristol University in 2009. 

Her fi lm work includes: The Archivist in ‘Waiting’ 
and Angela in ‘Lies’ (both with Overlook Films 
Bristol); Mary in ‘The Paper Cage’ with Bristol 
University; Mrs. Garrick in ‘Hannah More’ with 
Redcliffe Films Bristol. 

Television: She played Lady Jane Grey in ‘A 
Room in the Tower’ with ITV. Theatre roles:  
Aunt Julie in ‘Hedda Gabler’ at Newton Park 
College; Hester in ‘Equus’; Flora in ‘The Humble 
Boy; May in ‘Waiting in the Wings’ at the Acting 
Academy Bristol. 

Jenny is a member of Kelvin Players Theatre 
Company where she has played: Miss Prism 
in ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’; Maid 
Marion’s Lady in Waiting in ‘Robin Hood 
and Babes in the Wood’; ‘The Shakespeare 
Review’. 

Radio incudes ‘Wait until Mourning’ by Marie 
Shaw, with Bristol Community Radio.

Jenny has had a career in nursing, teaching and 
health visiting and is currently a volunteer with 
the Bristol Child Contact Centre.

Jenny Ball 

Stephen is the Designated Family Judge for 
Gloucestershire and four other Local Authority 
areas. He has been a Family lawyer for over 
forty years. He has written in over twenty legal 
textbooks and lectures frequently on Family law. 

He has written novels and several plays. He 
regards theatre, based on authentic stories, 
as being the most effective way to help people 
understand the issues that are considered in 
Family Courts on a daily basis. 

Stephen 
Wildblood QC 

Abi has been a recovery worker and drama 
facilitator at The Nelson Trust for the past fi ve 
years. Abi has a BA hons in Drama, Applied 
Theatre and Education and has directed, 
produced and facilitated a number of plays 
and drama sessions at HMP Holloway and 
HMP Doncaster before coming to work for The 
Nelson Trust. 

Abi is currently facilitating a drama workshop 
with the residential clients at The Nelson 
Trust teaching voice techniques, movement 
and improvisation. For people who may have 
lost their voice in their active addiction it is a 
fantastic way to fi nd it again and build back their 
confi dence in a relaxed and fun environment.

Abi Sellick
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What Next Theatre, a new 
and exciting company working with 
interactive social theatre has combined 
with Gloucestershire County Council 
and The Nelson Trust to present a 
new play in three scenes called: ‘Who 
Cares?’ The play deals with the diffi cult 
issues surrounding adoption and the 
real consequences for the family and 
professionals involved.

The format specifi cally allows for the 
audience to interact with professionals 
and actors alike - ensuring a much fuller 
understanding of the issues involved. The 
scenarios are based on real life situations 
and fully explore the roles of professionals 
and the consequences of judgments.

We think that there is a rapidly increasing 
interest in the work of the Family Court 
and in the social issues with which it 
deals. We want to work together to 
show what may be done to help people 
through the most diffi cult times of their 
lives - times when they experience 
extreme loss and degredation. We hope 
that by combining legal knowledge, 
theatre experience and the important 
work of The Nelson Trust, we can help 
the audience to consider new ideas and 
practice changes and understand some 
of the social issues that arise in this 
diffi cult area.

What Next Theatre has been set up by 
His Honour Judge Wildblood QC, the 
Designated Family Judge for the area 
around Bristol and a family lawyer of 
38 years standing.

The Nelson Trust, since 1985 has been 
tackling the root causes of substance 
misuse, violence, abuse, deprivation and 
poverty, by providing trauma informed 
services in residential and community 
based settings.

Gloucestershire Children’s Services 
Social Work Academy works closely 
with staff across Children’s Services to 
develop innovative and effective learning 
opportunities to improve social work 
practice for and with children and their 
familes.

The play has been written and is 
performed in collaboration between 
Stephen Wildblood, the Social Work 
Academy and The Nelson Trust. At times 
the script is very graphically worded and 
the play depicts scenes that some may 
fi nd extremely distressing. The plays are 
not suitable for children under the age 
of 16 without express and fully informed 
parental consent.

The play will last around 60 minutes 
and there will be 30 minutes dedicated 
to questions. After that, the actors will 
come out of role and there can be a 
general discussion between the actors 
and audience about the issues that 
have been shown. All discussions will 
be assisted by a facilitator. Our audience 
is made up of lawyers, judges, social 
workers, Cafcass offi cers, students, 
the media and members of the general 
public.

To fi nd out more, please get in touch:

The Social Work Academy
Rob Tyrrell
Principal Social Worker
T: 01452 425473

The Nelson Trust
Port Lane, Brimscombe, 
Stroud GL5 1TF
T: 01453 732072
E: events@nelsontrust.com
Eventbrite: Who Cares?
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Lily trained at Rose Bruford and Clemson University, South Carolina. Lily 
is a writer and performer currently developing her debut play ‘The Butcher 
Bird’ with Stepping Out theatre Company.

Lily is also involved in the development of ‘Pink Statements’ by Amy 
Bethan Evans a play about Dyspraxia that started life at the Arcola in 
2018 and has since been performed at The Wardrobe Theatre Bristol, and 
most recently Salisbury Arts Centre.

Recent Theatre Credits: ‘Maddie’, by Josh Merritt, ‘Rehearsed Reading’, 
‘Pink Statements’, (The Wardrobe Theatre & Salisbury Art Centre), 
‘Stranger on a Bridge’ (Tobacco Factory & Salisbury Playhouse) 
‘Frankenstein’ (Red Rope Theatre) ‘Trojan Women’ (Rialto Theatre, 
Unmasked Theatre).

Lily is currently in two shorts that are being screened in the Film festival 
circuit: ‘Is that all there is’, Asa Gartland and ‘Storm’, Rob Brown. She 
will also be appearing in a Docu-drama for Channel 4 directed by Bruce 
Goodison, which will be aired late 2019/2020.

Jacob is a theatre director, writer 
and actor with a particular interest 
in devising new performance 
work. He is Co-Artistic Director 
of the performance and research 
groups Go Happen and The Rest 
of Winter. 

Jacob initially trained in 
Contemporary Performance at 
Falmouth University/Dartington 
College of Arts before being an 
associate artist at Open School 
East. He is currently studying 
towards an MA in Drama Writing 
at the Bristol Old Vic.

Lily Maryon

Jacob Woods

Gemma 
Reynolds 

Gemma trained at The William Esper Studio 
in New York under Bill and Suzanne Esper.

She appeared in the BAFTA winning ITV 
drama ‘The Lost Honour of Christopher 
Jefferies’, written by Peter Morgan and 
directed by Roger Michell and performed a 
bilingual role in Teatro Inestable / Red Sky 
Theatre’s ‘A Veces / Sometimes’ in Valencia, 
Spain.

Other theatre work includes Eva Geiringer-
Schloss in the touring production of ‘And 
Then They Came For Me’, Rosalind in ‘As 
You Like It’ at The RSC’s Dell and Katerina 
in ‘A Woman Mov’d’ at Colston Hall both 
for RippedScript, a rehearsed reading of 
Robin Mukherjee’s ‘Silence in the Studio’ at 
The Theatre Royal Bath’s Ustinov Studio, 
‘Theatre Uncut’ at The Bristol Old Vic and 
‘The Chainmakers’ Strike’ at The Riverside 
Studios with And Then We Danced.

Gemma is a founding member of Akrasia 
Productions with fellow actor Ella Gonzales 
and an associate artist for Hecate Theatre 
Company with whom she has twice 
performed at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe.

David is a member of the Kelvin Players Theatre 
Company in Bristol, where his acting roles 
have included: Barnabus Goche in ‘The Herbal 
Bed’; Thomas More in ‘A Man For All Seasons’; 
Cardinal Wolsey in ‘Anne Boleyn’; and Andre in 
‘The Father’. 

He lives in Bristol with his wife, Kirsty, who is a 
GP and a member of the local CCG.

David Alexander 

Eliza is 18 and lives and studies in Bristol. She 
is drama captain at Redmaids’ High School and 
plans to study acting and drama at university 
next year. 

Recent roles include Romeo in ‘Romeo and 
Juliette’ at the Tobacco Factory’s young 
Shakespeare festival and Claudio in ‘Much Ado 
About Nothing’ at Redmaids’ High, and prior to 
that lead and ensemble roles in drama groups 
in and around Bristol.

Eliza Morris 

GCC_2762 SWA promo play A5 6pp programme_Dev3.indd   4-6 13/11/2019   16:37


