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VS/sjr 
 
30 July 2020 
 
 
Dear Coleford Residents and Traders, 
  
There’s been concern over the council’s plan to resurface the B4228, which starts on Tuesday.  
We’ve not explained what we are doing clearly enough, and I wanted to apologise for that and try 
to clarify things. 
  
What are you proposing? 
We’re going to be resurfacing the B4228 between Coleford Town Centre and the junction with the 
A4136 (Robin Hood junction) from Tuesday 4 August to Thursday 3 September.  
  
Will it be closed all the time? 
No. Because we know it’s an important road, we are only closing the road outside peak times. It 
will only be closed between 0930 and 1530 each day Monday to Friday, and open at weekends.  
 
Will the whole length be closed all the time? 
No. The work is being carried out in phases, so the whole length of the road will only once briefly 
be closed at the same time in mid August. We plan to start planing at the southern end of the site 
working northwards.  This will be a continuous rolling operation through to completion.  As the 
planning operations progress the iron work (drain covers etc) will be adjusted.  Then we will 
resurface it in two section:  
 

Phase 1 - Pyart Court Shopping Centre B4228 (Old Station Road) to just above Sparrow 
Hill B428 (Staunton Road). 
Phase 2 - from just above Sparrow Hill B428 (Staunton Road) near to Rushmere Camp 
Site. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Vernon Smith 

 
County Councillor for Tewkesbury East 

 
 

Cabinet Member 
Highways & Flood 
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Vernon.smith@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
Tel:  01452 583456 
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At some times, even when the works are underway, it may be safe for people to use the road for 
essential access, under the supervision of our gatemen, who are on site throughout at key 
intersections.  We don’t know when that will be in advance – but we will work hard to minimise the 
disruption. Please speak to the gatemen who will help you where they can.   
  
Why are you doing this? 
We’re resurfacing as many roads as we can across the county, as part of our £150m scheme to 
upgrade Gloucestershire’s roads. Proper resurfacing is the only way we will win the battle against 
potholes.  The B4228 is starting to deteriorate, and we need to take action to sort it out. 
  
What about emergencies? 
We always stop work to let blue light vehicles through – and work with emergency control rooms 
to make sure they know exactly where road works are taking place. 
  
Can you cancel the works or reschedule them? 
We plan major resurfacing months ahead – if we cancelled now it is very unlikely we would be 
able to resurface the road this year.  That could lead to the road becoming dangerous.  Cancelling 
would also cost taxpayers’ money, and consequently force us to reduce our road repair plans 
elsewhere.    
  
Couldn’t you do the works at night? 
We only work at night in urban areas if we have no other option.  The significant noise and light 
disturbance isn’t fair on people who live nearby – and it can cost as much as three times more. 
  
I’ve got a specific problem or concern – who can I raise it with? 
Please call 08000 514514 or email highways@gloucestershire.gov.uk   If you still have concerns, 
please email me directly at Vernon.smith@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
  
Thanks for your time, and for your patience.  I know these works will mean some disruption, but 
hopefully the new road will be worth the wait. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Cllr. Vernon Smith 
Cabinet Member for Highways & Flood 
 
 
 
 
 


