
 

 

 

 

Covid-19 ‘Catch up’ 

In June 2020, a £1 billion fund for education was announced by the government.  Further guidance 

has now been released (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-catch-up-premium) 

showing that the money is split between a catch-up premium and a national tutoring scheme. 

The catch-up premium is funded on a per pupil basis. This will be based on the previous year’s 

census and means that GHES has been allocated £3600 for the academic year 2020-2021. The 

spending of this money will be down to schools to allocate as they see best. To support schools to 

make the most effective use of this funding, the Education Endowment Foundation has published a 

support guide for schools with evidence-based approaches to catch up for all students. 

Spending at GHES 

GHES would argue that every student who is too ill to attend their main school has already 

encountered a period of absence from education – this could be through a gradual decline in health 

and/or whilst awaiting a diagnosis.   We are using this funding opportunity to focus on our primary 

aged students who are dual-registered with us for this academic year.  Most of them have been 

referred to us with a diagnosis of oncology, and therefore this year in particular they have had 

periods of time in hospital, time where they have had to shield when their peers have been in 

school, time where they are well enough for education, and/or attend their main school. 

At GHES, this money will be used in order to: 

 Purchase specific literacy resources for primary students to encourage and support the continuation 

of daily reading. 

 Increase lesson teaching time for our primary students, from 45 minutes to 1 hour. 

 Supplement the purchase of a student voice application – MOMO: Mind of My Own. 

 

Aims 

 One of the most important skills to maintain throughout life is Reading.  Even more so at primary 

age, where pupils are developing their reading skills and reading stamina.  Even if a child is too ill to 

work, they can hopefully still engage in reading of some sort – if they do this, they will make 

progress.  Investment in better and increased resources will enable our primary teachers, link tutors 

and PSHE/Wellbeing teachers to keep the emphasis and enjoyment of reading as high as possible. 



 

 To increase provision of lesson time and contact time with a teacher for all primary aged children – 

from 45 minutes to 1 hour.  

 To enable the voice of every student to be heard and ensure we can respond to any change in 

mental health and wellbeing whilst a child is with us, we have invested in the app: MOMO Mind of 

My Own.  When a child is referred to us for a physical illness (e.g. oncology) the amount of isolation 

experienced increases (and even more so through the COVID19 pandemic).  It is no surprise that a 

child’s mental health can also deteriorate during this time.  MOMO enables pupils to express their 

feelings and thoughts in a safe environment anytime, not just when they are with a teacher or their 

link tutor.  We hope through the introduction of MOMO we can identify any signs of wellbeing or 

mental health dropping and intervene faster. 

Catch up at GHES is NOT about: 

 Cramming missed learning 

 Pressuring children and families into rapid learning 

 Teachers’ time spent highlighting missed objectives 

 Teachers’ time spent ticking off assessment points and extra tracking 

 Overwhelming a child who is already very ill with more pressure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


