
Gloucester’s Lost Schools: a brief history of education 

 Various charity schools and private schools were set up in Gloucester over the
centuries.  The oldest surviving school is the Crypt, founded under John Croke’s will
(died 1528).

 No national provisions for education until the 19th century, when societies such as
the National Society for Promoting Religious Education (C of E) and the British and
Foreign Schools Society (non-denominational) began to set up elementary schools
for children all over the country.

 The government didn’t get heavily involved in universal education until the
Elementary Education Act of 1870. This required school boards to be set up to open
schools in areas which didn’t have access to education.

 Gloucester School Board’s first school was Widden Street, which opened in 1878.

 The next major piece of legislation was the Education Act 1902, which set up local
education authorities as part of each county council, and brought all elementary
schools under their control.

 At this point the school-leaving age was 13, and all children attended an elementary
school from age 5 up until leaving – unless they won a scholarship to a fee-paying
grammar school and stayed on there until 18.

 In 1918 the school-leaving age was raised to 14

 In the 1920s senior elementary schools began to be set up for over-11s.

 In Gloucester, the city schools were reorganised in 1931 to provide senior schools
for the older children,. Many schools lost their senior pupils and became infant and
junior only at that point.

 The next big shake-up was the Education Act 1944

 This raised the school-leaving age to 15 and brought many of the fee-paying
grammar schools into state control

 It created three types of secondary schools, the grammars for the academic pupils,
the technical ones for the engineering and science-minded pupils, and the
secondary moderns for the more practically-minded. The 11-plus exam was used to
sort the children into the most appropriate school for them.

 Gloucester’s schools, along with the rest of the city education service and many
other services, transferred to the county council when local government was
reorganised in 1974

 Many attempts have been made to reorganise the city secondary schools so that
they are all comprehensive.  The secondary moderns and technical schools have
been phased out (there was a big reorganisation in 1988 at which point several
secondary moderns closed), but in Gloucester the grammar schools have so far
remained.

 Many schools in the city became grant- maintained in the 1990s, and many of them
have since become academies.
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