
Frequently Asked Questions 

Heart of the Forest Community Special School 

What is the proposal? 

We propose to  permanently increase the capacity of Heart of the Forest (HOTF) Community 

Special School to 125 places to enable the school to provide 10 places for children and 

young people aged 4-11 who have a primary need of Social Emotional and Mental Heath 

(SEMH) from September 2022. 

Why do you need to expand the school? 

The increase in numbers and change in designation will enable the council to meet its 

statutory duty to provide sufficient high quality school places in the county to meet demand. 

The council has a statutory duty to provide specialist placements when they are needed – 

therefore if places are not available locally, independent school placements will need to be 

sourced at a much higher cost to the council. 

Due to the limited number of places available at maintained settings (where it is not possible 

to expand provision) pupils are currently being allocated at independent and non-maintained 

settings.  These are more costly to provide and are not close to where the children live. 

HOTF School has been identified as the school most suitable to meet this need.  Officers 

have worked closely with the school to ensure that this proposal will provide sufficient 

capacity for children 

Will there be any building and how much would it cost? 

A desktop feasibility study is currently being undertaken to determine the required amount of 

accommodation and provide an indicative project budget. This will be included within the 

2021/22 Children and Families Capital Programme. Whatever extra accommodation would 

be required would be subject to planning permission. 

What about the traffic on the road outside the school? 

We do not expect that there will be a major affect on the amount of traffic outside the school 

as the number of extra places is relatively small. The children are currently dropped off 

within the confines of the school itself and with the new secure and easier to operate gates 

being installed, this should minimise the amount of traffic on the main road. We would work 

with our colleagues in the Highways section as part of the planning process for any new 

accommodation should approval be given to expand the school. 

What about the impact of the building work on my child’s education? 

The area where we propose to locate the accommodation at the far end of the school. Our 

contractors are used to working in schools and as such understand the sensitivities. All work 

would be undertaken with the advice of the school to minimise any potential disruption. 


