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The Early Years Service Newsletter 
 Spring 2021 

Contact Details: 

Early Years Service, Gloucestershire County Council, Block 4/3rd Floor, The Bridge, Shire Hall, Westgate Street, 

Gloucester GL1 2TG 
 

Email: eyservice@gloucestershire.gov.uk  

Tel: 01452 427224/5356 

Dear All,  

Welcome to the spring/summer term edition of the Early Years Service newsletter.  I want to start 

by saying a BIG THANK YOU to you all for keeping going with ‘business as usual in a pandemic’ 

and for all that you are doing to keep the lives, learning, health and well-being of 

Gloucestershire’s younger children on track.  Dealing with uncertainty is a constant challenge; 

you never know what each day will bring, but you are all tackling those challenges and 

uncertainties amazingly well.  I know that the families of Gloucestershire really appreciate all that 

you are doing to provide safe and happy environments for their children. It is quite remarkable, 

and a reflection of all of your hard work and commitment, that almost all of our early years 

settings and childminders remain open for all 

children. 

   

Our health visiting colleagues report that in the past 

12 months they have seen quite an increase in 

children with emerging difficulties, particularly 

children with delayed communication and language 

skills and personal/social skills.  I know that this is 

what we expected with so many Covid restrictions in 

place, meaning less opportunities and social contact 

for children.  However, Health Visitors say they have 

observed quite a marked difference in children who 

have not attended their settings and those that have; 

with many of the children that have stayed at home, 

due to parental anxiety or parents making this choice 

while they work from home, seeming to have fallen 

behind their peers that have continued to access their 

setting.  Again, this illustrates how valuable EY 

education and child care is for a child and the 

difference that you have all made and will continue to 

make.  Thank you. 

 

Unavoidably, some of you have had to close due to 

COVID-19 positive cases for both workforce and 

children. I do hope that you and your families recover 

well. 
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I know that access to testing and vaccinations has been a concern for many of you.  We have included a map of 

testing facilities across the county within this newsletter and the webpage where you can find out more as new 

testing facilities are open and ready for use.  

  

As a team we have continued to do everything we can to lobby for the early years workforce and for you to be 

included in the testing and vaccine programmes. 

 

You should all have received information about your testing kits directly, if you have any queries about this please 

contact the DfE Covid helpline. 

  

The roll out of the vaccine programme is being led by the NHS at a national level.  The latest advice from Health 

Protection is as follows on the next page. 

 

I hope you all find the newsletter interesting and informative.  

  

I hope you all had a happy Easter, and that you will all have the opportunity to meet up with friends and families as 

the restrictions ease over the coming weeks. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Sarah  

 

Sarah Hylton 

Early Years Service Manager, Gloucestershire County Council 

 

 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/covid-19-information-and-advice/covid-19-testing-in-gloucestershire/testing-unit-locations/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/covid-19-information-and-advice/covid-19-testing-in-gloucestershire/testing-unit-locations/
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Department for Education Coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 

 

The Department for Education Coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline and the PHE Advice Service (option 1) is 

available to answer any questions you have about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to education settings 

and children’s social care.  

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours: 
Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 

Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 6pm  

Please listen carefully to all of the available options before selecting the most appropriate option for your 

nursery, school, college or university 

 

 

Guidance updates 

  

Links to the published guidance are provided below: 

Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak - GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk) 

Actions for schools during the coronavirus outbreak - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

www.gov.uk) 

Protective measures for holiday and after-school clubs, and other out-of-school settings during the coro-

navirus (COVID-19) outbreak - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-financial-support-for-education-early-

years-and-childrens-social-care  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
http://www.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
http://www.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protective-measures-for-holiday-or-after-school-clubs-and-other-out-of-school-settings-for-children-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/protective-measures-for-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protective-measures-for-holiday-or-after-school-clubs-and-other-out-of-school-settings-for-children-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/protective-measures-for-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-financial-support-for-education-early-years-and-childrens-social-care
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Statement Issued by Gloucestershire County Council Health Protection Team  

Asymptomatic Testing: 

We are incredibly grateful for the continued dedication and resilience that the Early Years sector have 

shown in providing childcare throughout this pandemic. We understand that there is frustration amongst 

staff regarding the access to asymptomatic testing using the Lateral Flow Device, which schools and 

maintained and school based Governor run early years’ settings have been provided with via the central 

government schemes. Our understanding is that the Government is currently exploring different options 

for your sector, as part of their phased roll out of asymptomatic testing. In the interim the current options 

available to Early Years setting staff in Gloucestershire are as follows: 

Workplace Coronavirus Testing: 

The Government has launched a scheme where any business that employs around 50 people or more 

(can be across multiple sites) can now register to run their own testing facility for their staff which may be 

an option for larger PVI nurseries and pre-schools. More information and details of how to register are 

available here https://www.gov.uk/get-workplace-coronavirus-tests?priority-taxon=774cee22-d896-44c1-

a611-e3109cce8eae 

Community Asymptomatic Testing Sites: 

Up to date information on community asymptomatic testing in Gloucestershire is available here https://

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/covid-19-information-and-advice/community-testing/ 

 We currently have one site located at the Friendship Café which is open to anyone who lives or works in 

Gloucester and cannot currently work from home 

Further information around testing sites can be found here https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/covid-19-

information-and-advice/covid-19-testing-in-gloucestershire/testing-unit-locations/  

As with all tests, there are limitations to asymptomatic testing using Lateral Flow Devices. We recommend 

that you read the guidance here https://www.gov.uk/guidance/understanding-lateral-flow-antigen-testing-

for-people-without-symptoms. It is important to remember that the most effective way to protect each other 

continues to be to follow strict hygiene measures and the other existing control measures. Asymptomatic 

testing is optional for staff but you can insist they strictly adhere to the broader measures.  

More information for employers on testing options and considerations more broadly is available here 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-guidance-for-employers/

coronavirus-covid-19-testing-guidance-for-employers-and-third-party-healthcare-providers.  

Please remember that if you have symptoms of Covid-19 you should self-isolate and book a PCR test. 

You can book a test via the Government Online Portal available here and choose whether to visit one of 

the permanent or mobile sites in Gloucestershire or receive a home test kit. 

Vaccinations: 

We are aware questions have been raised regarding the scheduling of vaccinations. The Joint Committee 

on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) has advised that the aim of the COVID-19 vaccination 

programme should be the prevention of COVID-19 mortality and the protection of health and social care 

staff and systems. Therefore phase one of the vaccine roll out includes residents in a care home for older 

adults and their carers, then those over 80 years old as well as frontline health and social care workers 

who care for those at higher risk of mortality, then the rest of the at-risk population in order of age and 

clinical risk factors.  

  

https://www.gov.uk/get-workplace-coronavirus-tests?priority-taxon=774cee22-d896-44c1-a611-e3109cce8eae
https://www.gov.uk/get-workplace-coronavirus-tests?priority-taxon=774cee22-d896-44c1-a611-e3109cce8eae
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/covid-19-information-and-advice/community-testing/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/covid-19-information-and-advice/community-testing/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/understanding-lateral-flow-antigen-testing-for-people-without-symptoms
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/understanding-lateral-flow-antigen-testing-for-people-without-symptoms
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-guidance-for-employers/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-guidance-for-employers-and-third-party-healthcare-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-guidance-for-employers/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-guidance-for-employers-and-third-party-healthcare-providers
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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The Government has stated that Phase 2 of the roll-out may include further reduction in hospitalisation 

and targeted vaccination of those at high risk of exposure and/or those delivering key public services. 

More information can be found here https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-covid-19-vaccines-

delivery-plan/uk-covid-19-vaccines-delivery-plan. 

 
Ofsted News 

 
If you wish to contact Ofsted please note the details below: 
 

 Using our online form  
 Emailing enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
 Phone on 0300 123 1231 

 
Our helpline is open from 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday). 
 
Stay up-to-date with any Ofsted changes by subscribing to their email alerts www.ofsted.gov.uk  
 
 
 

Registered Early Years Providers 

On 17 March 2020, all routine inspections of schools, further education, early years and social care 
providers were suspended. Urgent inspections where specific concerns have been raised are still going 
ahead. This allows us to prioritise the immediate safety of children where necessary. As far as we are 

able, we are continuing our important regulatory work. 

We have also updated our deferral policy, including a section on deferrals during this period. 

We are in daily contact with the Department for Education (DfE) to discuss the COVID-19 outbreak and its 
impact across education and social care. 

We continue to plan for a safe and phased return to routine inspection for early years providers. We 
paused our programme of assurance inspections in January this year because of national restrictions. We 
are planning to return to full graded inspections as soon as we can in the summer term.  Further 
information can be found by following this  link   

 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/education-inspections-in-the-summer-term?
utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=f54cf114-572f-4be2-ae6d-
4c3cd7e3d55a&utm_content=daily   

Ofsted guidance and information relating to coronavirus (COVID-19) for schools, early years, children's 
social care and further education and skills providers. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-covid-19-vaccines-delivery-plan/uk-covid-19-vaccines-delivery-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-covid-19-vaccines-delivery-plan/uk-covid-19-vaccines-delivery-plan
https://contact.ofsted.gov.uk/contact-form
https://contact.ofsted.gov.uk/contact-form
https://contact.ofsted.gov.uk/contact-form
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fenews.co.uk%2Fpress-releases%2F217-resources%2F44114-ofsted-coronavirus-covid-19-rolling-update%23regulatory-work&data=04%7C01%7CAnita.McKelvey%40ofsted.gov.uk%7C1cb046c1eb3e4a1eb84708d8ed
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/deferring-ofsted-inspections
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Leaders and Managers Meetings 

We want to be able to offer an opportunity for our Providers in a Leader and/or Management 

position, to come together to discuss current issues, celebrate successes and gather information 

for you to share with your teams, around early years updates, and information from other 

services. We want these meetings to be of the greatest benefit to you as providers, so welcome 

your thoughts on how you would like these to operate. The frequency of the meetings, the 

timings, agenda items etc, it is a blank canvas for us to develop further together.  

 

We feel that this would be best facilitated within your localities, in order to ensure that you can 

network with neighbouring providers, as well as gain information and updates that may only be 

relevant to your locality. So with that in mind, we welcome your thoughts on this, and your ideas 

of how you would like these to go. We are hoping to get started with this as soon as possible, so 

please send your thoughts and ideas, and whether this is something you want to be involved in, 

directly to your Locality Lead. We hope that this is something that you will all want to engage 

with, so please do not hesitate to get in touch with the following Locality Leads:  

 

Cheltenham and Tewkesbury, please contact Sue Williams – sue.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

Stroud and Cotswolds, please contact Justine Everett – Justine.everett@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

Gloucester and Forest, please contact Kim Nicholls – Kimberley.nicholls@gloucestershire.gov.uk  

mailto:sue.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:Justine.everett@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:Kimberley.nicholls@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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Update of our Early Years Service Request form 

 

We have made some recent changes to our Request for Early Years Support form, to make 
sure that we are taking all of the right referrals for our service, as well as ensuring that we 
provide the right service for you. Please can we ask that all referrals are now completed on 
the new version of the form, as it will be difficult for us to process any new referrals that come 
in if the old version is submitted. 

It is best to download a new referral form each time you need to use one, directly from our 
webpage, rather than saving any blank copies. This is in case we have to make any further 
changes, and therefore you may still be using an out of date form.  

 

The referral form can be found at:  https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-service/
early-years-request-for-support-form/  

GHLL Website 

 

You are all probably aware of this already and have already shared with providers at some point 
but this is the link to GHLL website where there is all sorts of useful information, some of which 
is relevant for Early Years as well as schools. 

- https://www.ghll.org.uk/ 

  

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-service/early-years-request-for-support-form/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-service/early-years-request-for-support-form/
https://www.ghll.org.uk/
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ADULT / CHILD AT RISK OF TB 

Consider – https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/NG33  

 
 Asylum Seeker 

 Illegal Immigrant 

 Refugees 

 People on Visa’s 

 Oversea Students 

 Homeless 

 
TB Advice needed 

 
Ensure registered with GP 

Adult (17+) refer to –  

 
ghn-tr.tbservice@nhs.net 

TB nurses tel 03004222351 

Additional support needed 
for immigrants 

Homeless Health Care Team 

homlesshealthcareteam@ghc.nhs.net 

GARAS 

info@garas.org.uk    
01452 550528 

Additional support needed for Homeless 

REGISTERING WITH A LOCAL GP 

https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/gps/how-to-register-with-a-gp-surgery/ 

See above for further information. 

It is desirable, but not essential to have at least one form of ID to register with a GP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are having difficulties then contact NHSE Customer Contact Number on 0300 311 2233  

OR 

Gloucestershire CCG Primary Care Commissioning Team on 0300 421 1443 

Passport 

Birth Certificate 

Biometric Residence Permit 

Travel Document 

HCS Certificate (NHS Low Income Scheme Form) 

ARC Card (from the Home Office) 

Common TB Symptoms 

 
- lack of appetite and weight loss 

- a high temperature 

- night sweats 

- extreme tiredness or fatigue 

- a persistent cough that lasts more than 3 weeks and usually 
brings up phlegm, which may be bloody 

- breathlessness that gradually gets worse 

Countries with high TB prevalence 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/

tuberculosis-tb-by-country-rates-per-100000-people 

Resources available in different languages –  

 

Child (0-16yrs) refer to — 
 

BCG.appointments.ghc.nhs.net 

 
Referral form is on G-Care and 

GHC Trust website 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/NG33%20
mailto:ghn-tr.tbservice@nhs.net
mailto:homlesshealthcareteam@ghc.nhs.net
mailto:info@garas.org.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/gps/how-to-register-with-a-gp-surgery/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tuberculosis-tb-by-country-rates-per-100000-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tuberculosis-tb-by-country-rates-per-100000-people
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Safeguarding Updates 

 

Gloucestershire Safeguarding Children’s Executive training (GSCE) 

If you, of any of your staff require safeguarding training please refer to the GSCE website 
www.gscb.org.uk and contact the safeguarding training team if you have any questions. 

 

Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) 

If you have any urgent concerns regarding a child please contact the MASH team on 01452 

426565. 

 

Community Social Workers 

If you would like any safeguarding advice that is not urgent please feel free to contact one of the 
community social workers.  

 

As part of our response to COVID and to ensure we provide the best service for practitioners in 
the community, we set up the a central phone line for the Community Social Work Team – 01452 
426263. 

 

https://www.gscb.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection-arrangements/multi-agency-safeguarding-
hub-mash-community-social-work-team/ 

 

Practitioners can contact us for non-urgent safeguarding concerns, but also if they want advice/
support/want to find out more about eg Neglect Toolkit and how it works.  

 

Gloucestershire Encompass in Early Years 

As part of ongoing collaborative working between Gloucestershire Constabulary and 
Gloucestershire County Council to further safeguard all children we are pleased to announce that 
this project will be launched into early years day care providers this year.  We hope that the 
scheme will extend to include childminders in the near future. 

 

Encompass is a scheme that is based on a model of sharing information between the police and 
early years day care providers where there has been a reported incident of domestic abuse in a 
child’s home.  At present, when an incident does take place the police inform the MASH team 
who then contact the school.  Following training to early years providers the project will include 
contacting pre-school providers. 

 

To ensure the effectiveness of this scheme and to enable you to be equipped with 
documentation, training will be rolled out by the Safeguarding team in the summer term. 

 

Early Years Traded Services 
We are pleased to offer all early years providers the opportunity to access safeguarding support 
from the safeguarding team through traded services.  Please see the poster on page 13 of this 
newsletter for details and contact Georgina Summers on 01452 426221 if you have any 
questions.   
 
Safeguarding Alerts 
If you have not already done so please sign up for the regular safeguarding alerts by clicking 
‘subscribe’ on the front page of the safeguarding webpage. 

http://www.gscb.org.uk
https://www.gscb.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection-arrangements/multi-agency-safeguarding-hub-mash-community-social-work-team/
https://www.gscb.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection-arrangements/multi-agency-safeguarding-hub-mash-community-social-work-team/
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Cyber Security Awareness in Early Years 

Earlier this week the National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) published some guidance specifi-
cally for the early years sector. You can find the guidance for early years practitioners on the 
NCSC’s own website. Given the importance of cyber security, we would encourage everyone to 
share the link with providers as it offers practical advice on steps they can take to protect their 
settings from accidental damage and online criminals. 

https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/early-years-practitioners-using-cyber-security-to-protect-your-settings
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Early Help Co-ordinator  

    Practitioner Advice Line - 01452 426644 

As part of our ongoing service development, we are pleased to launch the Early Help Coordinator (EHCO) Practi-

tioner Advice Line. The aim of the Early Help Coordinator Practitioner Advice Line is to offer support, advice and 

guidance to community practitioners around all aspects of the Graduated Pathway of Early Help and Support. The 

advice line can be accessed by any practitioner working with children and young people at level of intervention 3 

and below.  

 

If, however,  you have safeguarding concerns about a child or young person and you feel that level 4 threshold for 

statutory intervention may have been met or you just wish to seek support as to what to do, please continue to 

contact the Community Social Worker Team on 01452 426263. Here, you will be able to speak to  a Commu-

nity Social Worker who will explore the concerns you are raising, consider thresholds and planning for the child 

and their family and agree a plan as to the next steps you need to undertake. 

 

How will the advice line support me? 

The Advice Line  will be staffed by experienced EHCO’s who can offer: 

 Advice around the use of the levels of intervention and supporting tools to ensure needs are being 

met at the right level.  

 Guidance around the role & responsibilities of the Lead Practitioner and multi-agency group. 

 Advice & guidance around any aspect of Team around Family meetings (TAF), Team around the  

Locality Cluster (TALC) and drawing together a multi agency response.  

 Tools and guidance to gain the voice of the child. 

How can I access support? 

Please be aware the Advice Line will connect after several rings  (due to remote access) and is available: 

9am—4pm Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday  01452 426644 

 

Further information can also be found within the Early Help Practice Guidance using the following link:  

If you think a child or young person is at immediate risk of significant harm, contact 

The Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 01452 426565 (option 1) - in an emer-

gency always call 999  
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Gloucestershire Safeguarding Children 
Partnership  

GSCP Safeguarding Children Training - Update 
The new GSCP Training Portal was successfully launched in 2020 and offers a mix of 
blended learning, with Tutor led webinar training and e-learning courses. 
 
Early Years staff can register onto the portal and browse from the library of courses. Plac-
es for Early Years staff are funded by the LA Early Years.    
 
We recommend you read carefully the information to ensure you choose the right 
course for you, according to your role and safeguarding responsibilities. 
 
Further information is available through the link below.  

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO READ MORE ABOUT THE FOLLOWING: 

 On-going development of the GSCP curriculum 

 **New Course** - Neglect Toolkit training 

 Child Protection Inter-Agency training 

 Rolling out the GCSP Training Platform -Check list of agencies and organisations able    
 to access the site 

 Training Information for all Early Years staff – Which training should you be doing? 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDMuMzQ1MzQzMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nbG91Y2VzdGVyc2hpcmUuZ292LnVrL2dzY3AvbmV3c2xldHRlcnMvZ3NjcC1zYWZlZ3VhcmRpbmctY2hpbGRyZW4tdHJh
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Safeguarding for Early Years Settings 2020/2021 

To ensure all children attending Early Years provision are safe from harm by ensuring that all staff are 
appropriately trained. To ensure that Early Years Providers are Ofsted compliant for safeguarding.  

Traded Services  

 A half day face to face setting visit to assist with (S175/S157) 
safeguarding audit, to support self-evaluation and offer assis-
tance and recommendation to ensure compliance with Ofsted 
expectations 

 Attending drop-in sessions held in localities to help with Single 
Central Record queries and to check for compliance 

 In the event of a child death, support and guidance will be pro-
vided through the child death review process  

 Support and guidance following Ofsted complaint 

 Information and guidance on safeguarding recruitment issues 
and the Disclosure and Barring Service 

 Staff Meeting Support Pack (including One Minute Guides) to aid 
with the dissemination of information to staff 

 Access to research, policy development or guidance produced by 
the Education and Learning Forum of the GSCE  

 Access to disseminated learning from Serious Case Reviews (SCR) 
and Systems Reviews, the Child Death Review Process and Multi-
Agency case audits  

 Access to regular DSL forums, bulletins/updates concerning local 
and national developments  

 Access to Safer Recruitment e-learning training 

 Access to Child Protection e-learning training  

 

 

Core Services – available without pur-
chase 

 
Allegations Management  
Critical Incident Support  
Access to GSCE Website and news-

letters  
 
 

Contact : 
Georgina Summers 

Safeguarding in Education  
Tel: 01452 426221 

Email: 
gscbtsc@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/
schoolsnet 

 

Early Years Provision (12 month)   
 
Normal Price £350  
Introductory Offer for April 2020 - £250 
   

A selection of training packages available 
on request 

 
Safer Recruitment Training (face to face) - £65 for half day  
Safer Working Practice & Allegations Management - £65 for 
half day 
Advanced Practitioners Training (2 days) - £125 
Child Sexual Exploitation Training (1 day) - £80 
Safeguarding for Administrators Training (1 day) - £80 

 
 Other Spot charges (if not subscribing) 
Support and Guidance -£235 per half day, £450 per day 
 
 

 
 

Introducto-
ry Offer for 
April 2020 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet
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Inclusion Funding Review 
 
Over the past few months we have been reviewing Early Years Inclusion Funding.  We wanted to 

do this for a number of reasons but predominantly because we wanted to know what impact this 

had on the child. 

 

Over a 3 year period 247 children have been supported to access inclusion funding.  165 of 

these children are now in school of which 151 now have an EHCP in place.  The review 

highlighted that the requests for inclusion funding were for the most complex children with long 

term developmental or SEND needs and not the lower level or emerging SEN needs that 

inclusion funding is designed for. 

 

What must be recognised is that the overwhelming majority of children with SEND are supported 

very well within their early year’s provision without accessing additional resources.  However, to 

ensure that the right support at the right time is put in place we are making some changes to 

some aspects in our process for accessing inclusion funding.  This will ensure that children with 

emerging needs have earlier  access to inclusion funding and those with the most complex needs 

have access to high needs funding and consideration of an EHC assessment sooner.  We will 

also be holding locality inclusion funding meetings that will be facilitated by the relevant Early 

Years Locality Lead.  This should ensure that decisions are made at a local level and will enable 

a more responsive team around the child approach. 

 

Changes to Inclusion Funding has been implemented from April 2021 and further information 

about the new process can be found on the Early Years Service web page here: https://

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-service/early-years-request-for-support-form/    

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-service/early-years-request-for-support-form/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-service/early-years-request-for-support-form/
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Business Support Team Update 

 

One thing that has been highlighted both locally and in the national press is the impact that the COVID 
pandemic has had on businesses. Gloucestershire childcare providers have worked tirelessly to continue 
supporting the children and families throughout the pandemic and we are very aware of the pressure that 
this has put on providers both personally and professionally. Whilst it is acknowledged that the Self 
Employed Income Support Scheme SEISS and Job Retention Scheme (Furlough) support and other 
government grant schemes have helped in some way, it is apparent that childcare providers are still facing 
huge challenges as parents’ childcare requirements and work patterns change resulting in some cases in 
a reduction in a need for childcare having an impact on business viability. 

 

Business Sustainability Funding Update 

 

The Business support team have been working hard to identify ways to support the childcare providers in 
Gloucestershire and as you are aware we have carried out a number of financial surveys recently which 
have provided us with some really rich information regarding the financial and business position for our 
childcare providers. This data gathered enabled us to secure a pot of funding to support the sector. 
Childcare providers were invited to submit an Expression of Interest form for some Business support and 
sustainability funding by way of a Business sustainability support package.   

We are delighted to report that the second phase of the support programme is now well under way with 
providers who were successful in their bid for support funding now attending business support workshops 
and accessing intensive business support though group sessions and one-to-one advice and developing 
peer networks Feedback so far has been extremely positive. 

 

Free Business support information, advice and guidance continues to be available through the Early 
Years Service and can be accessed through our Request for Business support referral form here. If you 
would like to have an initial conversation about what we can offer please do contact  

sarah.spencer@gloucestershire.gov.uk and we will be happy to have a preliminary discussion 

Please do use this free service to enable us to support you. 

 

Nursery Funding update  

FUNDING RATES FOR 2021/22 

 

The funding rates for the next financial year are increasing to: 

 

£5.07 – for 2 year olds 

£4.07 – for 3 & 4 year olds 

 

Please can we remind you that if you have new starters or leavers you need to enter their start or end dates and 
amend the number of weeks claimed accordingly?  The portal system does not automatically make this calculation 
for you. 

One Off Payment (to funded providers only) 

 

You will shortly be receiving a one off payment from an underspend of Gloucestershire County Council’s dedicated 
schools grant, as recently approved by the schools forum group.  Payments have been made proportionately based 
on the hours you claimed during the academic year 2019/20 (terms Autumn 19, Spring 20, Summer 20).  For some 
of you, the payment will also include a further element to ensure your Autumn 20 claims broadly reflects previous 
autumn term payments.  This is following a review of the previously calculated payments in response to  feedback 
received from the sector after the initial payment we made in December 2020. 

A remittance advise will be issued to your normal contact point. 

 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/early-years-service/request-for-ey-business-finance-support-form/
mailto:sarah.spencer@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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Reminders 

 

Self Update Portal: Can we please remind you to log into your portal account and ensure that 
your information is inputted into the Self Update Portal - this provides us with the vital data to 
support us in our management of the Early Years market and our sufficiency duties and will 
enable us to support you to maximise your business potential and support sustainability. We are 
currently collecting the information for our Childcare Sufficiency Assessment report and this data 
will enable us to show a true reflection of the current situation in Gloucestershire in relation to 
childcare places. 

 

Business Planning - Don’t forget to review your business plan this is vital to support you in your 
business vision and plans for the future. 

 

Marketing Information - When did you last update you marketing materials and your online 
information?  - is it still up to date and is the information easily accessible for parents looking for 
childcare. If not this could be costing you valuable business. Update your information regularly so 
that parents can easily find your provision when they are searching for childcare.   

 

Tax Free Childcare – Is your setting registered with HMRC to accept payments via Tax Free 
Childcare accounts? This is a really straightforward process and will support parents with 
childcare costs but the provider must also be registered with a Tax Free Childcare account. 

 

 

Useful Links: 

 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 

 
www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator 

 

https://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/home.page 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator
https://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/home.page
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Early Outcomes funding 

 

In July 2019, after securing some funding from the Department for Education for the Early 

Outcomes Programme, we used part of this money to commission 6 x Stay, Play & Learn groups 

which we delivered in partnership with Barnados.  Our groups are aimed at supporting families to 

encourage their child’s learning and development through talking, playing, singing and sharing 

books or activities together. 

Due to Covid-19 these groups were temporarily suspended in March 2020.  

In October 2020, after securing an alternative venue in the city of Gloucester, we were able to 

resume face to face groups and are currently providing 3 x Stay, Play & Learn groups. These are:- 

Tuesday - 10.00 - 11.00am 

Thursday – 13.30 – 14.30 

Friday – 13.00 – 14.00  

Places are limited, due to current restrictions, but if you would like to refer a family or would like 
any further information, please contact Gayle.clifford@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
Moving forward we would like to expand our Stay, Play & Learn sessions in to all areas of 

Gloucestershire and we would love to hear from anybody who is currently offering a similar style of 

group in their local area. We may be able to support you with some free training and resources to 

help run the groups. Please contact Gayle Clifford at the above email address if you would like to 

discuss this further. 

 

Early Years Professional Development Programme – EYPDP 

In July 2019 we launched the Early Years Professional Development Programme, funded by the 

Department for Education and run by the Education Development Trust. 

 The programme has been designed to support pre-Reception Early Years Practitioners to improve 

their practice in working with very young children between the ages of 2 and 4. Its aim is to 

improve outcomes in language, literacy and numeracy for the most disadvantaged children, with 

an emphasis on improving school readiness.  

Unfortunately like many things, we have experienced delays with the programme timeline due to 

Covid-19, but we have a new start date of Easter 2021 and we are currently busy organising new 

training dates for our practitioners who have signed up. We will keep you updated as the 

programme progresses. 

mailto:Gayle.clifford@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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Career Information 

Are you thinking about your next steps in your professional identity? Do you have staff members who are 
looking for their next steps? The Foundation degree in Early Years (0-8) could be just the next step that 
you are looking for. A Foundation degree is a work based degree so you can earn as you learn as your 
hours in practice form part of the requirements for your degree.  

You can study at one of our Partner Colleges (for details see below)  

 

We also have an option where you can study on line and eight Saturdays a year (see below)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maybe you are unsure of applying due to funding? If you would like more information about potential 
funding that is available for this course the short video clips give you more information.  

Full Time Study Funding  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlFQMIgSqQI 

Part- time study Funding  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zAQfJEh4Lew 

If you would like more information please make contact we are more than happy to talk you through the 
options that we have available: 

Michelle Malomo, FdA Partnership Co-ordinator / Senior Lecturer 
Worcester University, Department for Children and Families, School of Education   
Email: m.malomo@worc.ac.uk  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlFQMIgSqQI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zAQfJEh4Lew
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Top tips for sharing stories  

 

 

  

Bookstart 

 

Bookstart Trust 

Bookstart gives free books to every child in England and 
Wales at two key stages before school, as well as free 
packs for children with additional needs, tips and guidance 
on reading together, resources and activities, and much 
more. 
 
The Bookstart packs are still available during lockdown. Contact the 

library to order your packs, or if you have any questions - bookstart@gloucestershire.gov.uk. 

 

Each year settings can apply for Bookstart Treasure packs for each 3-4 year old. https://

www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookstart/practitioners/bookstart-

treasure-gift/ 

 
 
There are also, SEND and EAL packs available.  

Please let the library service know how many 
packs you require, your name, telephone and email 
contact details, plus which library is easiest for you 
to collect from, email the request to 
bookstart@gloucestershire.gov.uk. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There is lots of information available on the Booktrust website for practitioners and families:- 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookstart/ 

Interactive books, activities, songs and rhymes 

 https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/past-programmes/

national-bookstart-week/ 

 

 

 

Children are never too young to enjoy a story 

Bookstart’s Storytime Prize judge, Zoey Dixon, shares some 
great advice to help you make the most of storytime and how 
to bring the books to life  

 Read Zoe's top tips   

mailto:bookstart@gloucestershire.gov.uk
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookstart/practitioners/bookstart-treasure-gift/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookstart/practitioners/bookstart-treasure-gift/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookstart/practitioners/bookstart-treasure-gift/
mailto:bookstart@gloucestershire.gov.uk
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookstart/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/past-programmes/national-bookstart-week/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/past-programmes/national-bookstart-week/
https://elinkeu.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=MTEzMzI5NDQ%3AcDEtYjIxMDEzLWU2MTY1YWZlYjdkNTRlNmRhOWY0MTRiOTJkMDg4Mjcz%3Abmljb2xhLmJyZWVAZ2xvdWNlc3RlcnNoaXJlLmdvdi51aw%3AY29udGFjdC00OTRkZGE4YTdkNjNlNzExODExMGUwMDcxYjY1ZTIzMS0zMmM5NGI0ZjQ4NmI0ZGY5YjAwZTc1ZjVjMDc5Mj
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Library Services 

 

 
 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/accessing-library-services-from-home/ 

 

And weekly activities https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/library-activities-and-services/facilities-

and-activities-for-children/ 

 

Joining the library https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/join-the-

library/ 

 

Link to the app https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?

id=com.overdrive.mobile.android.libby 

 

Library Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/GloucestershireLibraries/ 

 

ebooks and magazines https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/ebooks-

eaudiobooks-and-emagazines/ 

 

Online Storytime from the library - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2W-Jor2nzI 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRkIKlvvpoajcK3L8dBMx7g 

Gloucestershire Resource Centre -Scrap store – temporarily closed http://www.grcltd.org/

scrapstore.html 

https://m.facebook.com/GloucestershireResourceCentre/ 

Activity ideas - https://www.facebook.com/GloucestershireResourceCentre/?ref=py_c  

 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/accessing-library-services-from-home/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/library-activities-and-services/facilities-and-activities-for-children/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/library-activities-and-services/facilities-and-activities-for-children/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/join-the-library/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/join-the-library/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.overdrive.mobile.android.libby
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.overdrive.mobile.android.libby
https://www.facebook.com/GloucestershireLibraries/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/ebooks-eaudiobooks-and-emagazines/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/ebooks-eaudiobooks-and-emagazines/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2W-Jor2nzI
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRkIKlvvpoajcK3L8dBMx7g
http://www.grcltd.org/scrapstore.html
http://www.grcltd.org/scrapstore.html
https://m.facebook.com/GloucestershireResourceCentre/
https://www.facebook.com/GloucestershireResourceCentre/?ref=py_c
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EYFS Update 

 

EYFSP  

External moderation has been cancelled for 2021 therefore there will be no submission of data 
to the LA or DfE and no GLD for 20/21; schools are expected to make the best endeavours 
they can to complete children’s profiles for parents’ and Y1 information. 

 

EYFS reforms 

The reformed EYFS becomes statutory for all schools and settings in September 2021; 
academic year 2021/22 will be a transition year for EYFS. Training to support the introduction 
of the reformed EYFS will be offered to all schools and settings during the summer and 
autumn terms and information and booking arrangements will be available on the GCC EY 
training page.   
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Keep in touch! 

 

 

Remember, if your contact details change you need to update:  

 

Family Information Service on:  

familyinfo@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

Tel:  0800 542 02 02 

 

and  

 

The Early Years Service team on: 

eyservice@gloucestershire.gov.uk  

Tel:  01452 425356 

 

and 

 

The Business Support team on: 

eyservice@gloucestershire.gov.uk  

Tel: 01452 427224 

 

 

mailto:familyinfo@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:eyservice@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:eyservice@gloucestershire.gov.uk

