
GLAF - DMMO Applications Briefing Note (to end of May 2021) 
 
Statistics: 
Attached separately. 
 
CROW Committee: 
New Committee installed following the recent Elections, which resulted a change in the Councillors 
who sit on the Committee.  Initial training took place ‘remotely’ online on 25th May.   
 
First sitting of the new CROWC took place on 7th June in the Council Chamber.  One Report was 
taken and it was determined that there was sufficient evidence to make an Order.  
 
2026 & DeReg: 
There has been no steer from Government/DEFRA about the commencement of the relevant sections 
of DeReg relating to PROW and the 2026 ‘cut-off’.  However, we’re still working with various User 
Groups and Parish Councils to highlight what the 2026 cut-off will mean and how to make 
applications. 
 
We are consequently receiving more enquiries about claims, and issuing more application packs to 
interested parties. 
 
Irrespective of the lack of steer over 2026, we are preparing a MTFS funding bid for additional staff 
relating to the continued backlog of pre- and post-determined applications, and the expected increase 
in applications. 
 
DMMO Timescales and Processes 
It is acknowledged that the timescales for processing applications through to ‘determination’ can 
appear lengthy and that there is a balance to be had in terms of “discovery of evidence” […how long 
do you look to see if there is a needle in that haystack, and how long do you debate over what you’ve 
found]. 
 
We do review applications post-resolution and with the ‘benefit of hindsight’, to see whether we can 
do anything different with future applications.  However, applications are becoming more complex in 
terms of scrutiny of evidence - there is generally more disagreement over evidence by the interested 
parties & their legal representatives, which leads to much protracted correspondence.  This, 
combined with the number of applications being worked on at any one time and the number of 
general Def.Map and DMMO enquiries we receive, we are currently satisfied that overall we are not 
taking an excessive amount of time to process applications through to determination. 
 
It is acknowledged, however, that the current level of resource does not allow us to process as many 
applications as desired at any one time; therefore, any individual application may be delayed as a 
result. 
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