
To:  The Candidate 

MYP Elections 2022 
Leisa Taylor 

Youth Support Team 
leisa.taylor@prospects.co.uk 

Please contact:  Leisa Taylor             

Ref: UKYP2022 Date:    10.01 2022 

Thank you for your interest in standing for the UK Youth Parliament (UKYP) By-Elections, 
Gloucestershire.  You are eligible to stand as a Candidate in the Elections if you are aged 11 to 
18 years and live or go to school within the county of Gloucestershire. 

Please find your enclosed ‘Candidates Information Pack’.  I hope this pack answers any 
questions you might have and provides more information about the UK Youth Parliament 
Elections, Gloucestershire!  Don’t panic that there’s lots of information to read – attendance at 
the online Candidates Workshop on Saturday 22nd January from 11-1pm will provide an 
opportunity to find out more and ask questions – email me for the link to attend the TEAMS 
session (if you cannot attend this workshop and have questions please contact me via email). 

Becoming an MYP means making a commitment to represent the young people who vote for 
you (and of course, those who didn’t).  To give you a rough idea of the time commitment 
required, you will need to be prepared to attend local meetings monthly, termly regional 
meetings, and an annual conference, plus a debate in the House of Commons.  

Throughout your commitment, youth workers will support you and the commitment is not as 
scary as it first sounds.  Working together with everyone who is elected is key! 

If you want to chat about any of the information prior or after attendance at the Candidates 
Workshop, then just email me at leisa.taylor@prospects.co.uk . 

I look forward to speaking to you soon and receiving your Candidates Address by Monday 31st 
January 

Yours sincerely 

Leisa Taylor 
MYP Youth Worker 

For more information about UK Youth Parliament, visit www.ukyouthparliament.org.uk 

mailto:leisa.taylor@prospects.co.uk
mailto:leisa.taylor@prospects.co.uk
http://www.ukyouthparliament.org.uk/


ELECTIONS 2022 

Welcome to your  
Candidates Election Information Pack 

Inside you will find: 

• Elections 2022 overview (calendar)

• Date and details of Candidates Workshop – you are advised to make every effort to attend the
workshop (if you are unable to attend, do not worry just contact Leisa Taylor if you have any
questions etc)

• Job Description - for Member of Youth Parliament (MYP)

• What being an MYP means?

• A Candidate Election Address Form – where you write 100 words on why you want to be elected

• Advice on how to write a Candidate Address

• Questions and Answers about the UK Youth Parliament

If you are missing any of the above,  
please contact me and I will send you the relevant documents 

Thank you 



MYP By Elections 2022 

The Plan 

January 
• Promotion / Publicity for the Elections in youth projects & schools

• Online Candidate’s Workshop
Saturday 22nd January 11am – 1pm

• Deadline for Candidates Address
Monday 31st January 5pm 

February 
• Candidate’s Addresses published on website

Friday 11th February 

March 
• Online Voting Takes place

09 – 11th March 
Details on how to vote will be sent via school 

Thursday 16th March 2022 
RESULTS ANNOUNCEMENT 



Candidates Workshop 

For young people aged 11 – 18  
wanting to become a Member of Youth Parliament (MYP) candidate 

What is a ‘Candidates Workshop’? 

The Candidates workshop allows the youth worker involved in co-ordinating the elections to meet with  
you ‘in person’ and ensure that you have all the relevant information with regards to becoming a candidate. 

It is a good opportunity to find out more about the UK Youth Parliament, explore issues for young  
people in your area, look at what makes a good MYP, explore how you can effectively represent the 
views of young people and explore the commitment required if you are successfully elected.   

Advice and assistance are available on how to write a Candidates Address. It’s also a great 
opportunity for you to meet a current MYP and be able to ask them questions!   

Attendance at the Candidates Workshop is strongly advised as the information you receive and 
opportunity to ask questions can be invaluable! 

Candidates are invited to attend the online workshop on: 

Saturday 22nd January 2022 
11.00am – 1pm 

Login details will be sent on request 

If you are unable to make the above date & would like further information, 
just email Leisa Taylor on leisa.taylor@prospects.co.uk 

mailto:leisa.taylor@prospects.co.uk


                                                                              

 
 

Member of Youth Parliament (MYP)  
Person Specification & Job Description 

 
Person Specification 
It would be helpful if an MYP had the following attributes: 

• Be committed, lively and outgoing 

• Have an interest in youth and current affairs 

• Be able to listen to and respect the views of his/her peer group 

• Take their responsibilities seriously 

• Not be afraid to express their opinions 

 
Job Description 
The UKYP aims to give the young people of the UK, from the age of 11 to 18 a voice, which will be heard 
and listened to by local and national government, providers of services for young people and other 
agencies who have an interest in the views and needs of young people.   

Anyone who is resident in the UK and is aged from 11 to 18 can stand for election to the UKYP.  Those 
elected will be expected to undertake some of the following: 

• To give the young people in their area a representative voice at a local, regional, and national level 

• To encourage the involvement and discover the issues affecting young people whose views and 
opinions are not always heard 

• To collect the views of other young people through links with groups, schools, youth centres, 
clubs, other youth councils etc 

• To be aware of topical issues, which affect young people and be prepared to have a view on 
topical issues 

• To participate in creation of a list of young peoples hopes and concerns called a “Youth 
Manifesto” 

• To attend the sitting of the UK Youth Parliament  

• To attend any local/regional meetings as organised by UKYP 

• To listen and respect the views of other young people, both elected MYP’s and others 

• To act responsibly when representing the UKYP at a local, regional, and national level, and adhere 
to the UKYP Code of Conduct 

• Not to be afraid to ask for support, advice and help from youth workers or UKYP staff 

• Carry out their role as an MYP without neglecting other areas of their life: family, school, social 

• To have a sense of humour! 



                                                                              

 
 

What does being an MYP mean? 
What’s the time and commitment? 

 
 
 
Local stuff 
The 3 MYPs will meet regularly in Gloucestershire – usually once a month.  Meetings will be arranged at 
everyone’s convenience.  During these meetings, you will decide what you want to do with your year and 
decide how you are going to represent young people’s issues locally and make a difference locally …. its up 
to you!  
 
You may meet MP’s, local, district and county councillors to develop their awareness of young people’s 
issues. 
 
You will also meet with young people in youth projects and youth forums in local areas. 
 
You may be asked to represent young people in your area at meetings and events, with the support of 
youth workers. 
 
Regional (South-West) stuff 
Gloucestershire is part of the Southwest Region, so around 3 times a year, all of the MYPs in the Southwest 
will meet together.  It will involve a day meeting.  The meeting is usually on weekends, in school holidays.  
The meetings are to discuss young people’s issues and raise issues to the national UK Youth Parliament. 
Currently all of these meetings are online using Zoom. 
 
 
National stuff 
The National UK Youth Parliament meets once a year for its Annual Conference, usually in the summer. In 
the past this has been at a University venue somewhere in the UK but currently everything is being held 
online. 
 
In addition, MYPs debate within the House of Commons once a year (usually during November) details on 
this are still being decided for 2023. 
 
 
Don’t worry … we won’t be doing a lot during May/June as its exam time and respect that you need the 
time out! 

 
 
 

The Youth Support Team will provide a practitioner to support you. 
 



                                                                              

 

 
 

Gloucestershire Candidates Election Address Form 
Why I want to be your Member of Youth Parliament. 

 
Name:  ……………………………………………..   Date of Birth: ………………………………. 

 
Youth Project / School: ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Tel No:  ……………………………………………   Mobile: …………………………………………. 

 
Email:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Constituency:    Cheltenham/Tewkesbury         

                          (Please tick as appropriate)  Gloucester / Forest     
Cotswolds / Stroud    

 
 

Write a bit about yourself … 
 
 
Why you want to be an MYP… 
 
 
How are you going to represent other young people in your area / constituency…? 
What would you like to do if you get elected…? 
 
 
Now write a 100 word summary that will appear on the main election page, this needs to be eye catching 
and make people want to click to read more about you……… 

Deadline = Monday 28th September Maximum word limit = 300 words!   
(Add up the words in the first three boxes above – not your details and not your 100 word summary - and 
check you are within the word limit) 

 
email your address to:  

leisa.taylor@prospects.co.uk   

mailto:leisa.taylor@prospects.co.uk


                                                                              

 
 

How do I write a ‘Candidates Address’? 
 
 
What is a ‘Candidates Address’? 
 
You are a candidate if you decide to stand for the UK Youth Parliament Elections in Gloucestershire – a 
‘Candidates Address’ is what you will write, for other young people to read and decide whether they will or 
will not vote for you! 
 
It needs to be short, snappy and a maximum of 100 words!   
 
 
What do you need to write about? 
 
• Write a bit about yourself … maybe where you live, the sort of things that you are you involved 

with or enjoy doing (with fairness in mind, the name of the youth project or school you attend will 
not be printed in any candidate’s address!) 

 
• Why you want to be a Member of Youth Parliament  

 
• How are you going to represent other young people in your area / constituency if you get elected, 

and what would you like to do if you get elected 
 
Be creative and a sense of humour is encouraged. 
 
Remember … what will make someone vote for you? You need to get across what you want to say in what 
you write. (Please be honest, and don’t use bribes or make promises you can’t keep!) 
 

Advice … After you have written your address, ask a mate, or maybe your youth worker / teacher / parent 
to read it through and see what they think! 

 

Deadline for ‘Candidates Address’ 
Monday 31st January 2022 

 
email your address to:  

leisa.taylor@prospects.co.uk  
 
 
 
 

mailto:leisa.taylor@prospects.co.uk


                                                                              

 

 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
(and their answers!) 

 
 
What is the UK Youth Parliament? 
 
The UK Youth Parliament (UKYP) aims to give the young people of the UK between the ages of 11 and 18 a 
voice, which will be heard and listened to by local and national government, providers of services for 
young people and other agencies who have an interest in the views and needs of young people.  It is an 
independent, national charity, which has a rolling programme of activities across the year.  This includes an 
Annual Sitting, Regional Meetings, and regular dialogue with Ministers, including the Prime Minister and 
Opposition Spokespeople and inputs to policy and programme development. 
 
Why is it needed? 
 
The UKYP aims to give young people, from the four countries of the United Kingdom and from the widest 
range of backgrounds, an opportunity to exchange views and experiences and to develop a shared 
understanding of the issues that affect them. 
 
Whose idea was it? 
 
The idea for the UKYP came from young people themselves, back at the “Heir to the Millennium” 
Conference, held in Coventry Cathedral in May 1996.  The young people at the conference challenged the 
conference organisers (Andrew Rowe MP and the NSPCC) to explore the idea of a Youth Parliament, and to 
develop an effective youth manifesto. 
 
Who does it aim to represent? 
 
Every young person resident in the UK up to the age of 18 years old (inclusive).  Those aged between 11 
and 18, can stand for election to the UKYP, and have the right to vote for the Member of Youth Parliament 
(MYP).  However, it is hoped that those over 18, who are of course are entitled to vote, will continue to be 
involved in supporting the work of the UKYP. 
 
How do young people get elected? 
 
Every Local Authority across England (and their equivalents in Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland) is 
able to hold Elections on the behalf of the UKYP.  Each local authority represents one constituency, and 
each constituency can return at least one Member of Youth Parliament. 
 
 
 
 



                                                                              

 
 
 
What does the UKYP actually do? 
 
The UKYP will ensure that the young people of the UK are given a voice on any issue that affects them and 
as laid out in the Article 12 of the UN Convention for Children’s Rights. 
 
The UKYP supports MYPs in making the Government, Charities, Companies, and other organisations take 
the views of young people seriously.  UKYP produces a document called “The Manifesto” which is created 
by the MYPs at the UKYP’s Annual Sitting and gives a broad description of what action young people would 
like to be taken by the Government and other agencies, and what young people think about a variety of 
issues. 
 
Whilst giving the young people of the UK the opportunity to be involved in a democratic process at a 
national level, the UKYP will also empower young people to take positive action within their local 
communities based upon their issues of concern.  The UKYP will encourage community action for social 
change.   
 
How many MYPs are there? 
 
There is provision for over 400 MYPs to be elected to the UKYP from across the UK, all of whom will be 
elected for a minimum period of 24 months.  Each constituency has been allocated a specific number of 
MYPs dependent upon the number of young people in that area.  Gloucestershire has an allocation of 3 
MYPs. 
  
How will the UKYP ensure that it isn’t taken over by political parties and/or pressure groups? 
 
The UKYP has a clear Code of Conduct for young people becoming MYPs, which emphasises the UKYP’s 
independence from political parties and pressure groups, whilst stressing the responsibility of MYPs to 
represent the views of all young people in their areas.   
 
How often will the UKYP meet and where? 
 
Apart from local meetings, the UKYP has met in London, Leicester, Lancaster, Leeds, Exeter, Liverpool and 
York for the Annual Sittings of the UKYP.  MYPs and Deputy MYPs from the Southwest region also meet on 
a regular basis. Due to Covid-19 restrictions and considerations many meetings/sessions are likely to be 
online. 
 
 
 

If you want any further information, visit www.ukyouthparliament.org.uk 

http://www.ukyouthparliament.org.uk/
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