
 
 
Statement of Reasons 
 
 
Various Restrictions to facilitate the London Road Cycle Scheme – B4063 London Road 
and Cheltenham Road Area, Gloucester 
 
Proposals 
It is proposed to: 

 Permanently introduce a mandatory cycle lane along the B4063 London Road and 
Cheltenham Road, Gloucester; and 

 Revoke the Bus Lane along the B4063 Cheltenham Road, Gloucester; and 
 Permanently introduce various waiting restrictions along B4063 London Road, B4063 

Cheltenham Road, Heathville Road, Denmark Road, Claremont Road, Oxford Street and 
Hyde Lane, Gloucester. 

 
Reasons 
In 2020, Gloucestershire County Council secured £1.1 million of EATF (Emergency Active Travel 
Fund) to implement the first phase of the B4063, Cheltenham to Gloucester cycle route. This 
strategic route is a high priority in the council’s Local Transport Plan and Local Cycling and 
Walking Infrastructure Plan. Gloucestershire County Council have also secured additional funding 
of over £12 million with contributions from the levelling up fund which will be utilised to help deliver 
our objectives set out in the Local Transport Plan and our climate emergency work. 
 
As part of the Government’s response to Covid19 and to encourage alternative, healthier and 
sustainable modes of transport for local travel, Gloucestershire County Council focused on 
delivering schemes which would assist with the county’s economic recovery, and offer greener 
travel choices that would make it easier for both residents and visitors to access city centre jobs, 
services, education, shopping and visitor attractions. 
 
To meet the ambitions set by Government to support the county through the challenges presented 
by the Coronavirus pandemic, this cycle scheme was rapidly developed and installed under 
temporary traffic regulations specifically brought in to respond to and help counter the effects of 
Coronavirus. This scheme was aimed at encouraging and enabling walking and cycling trips into 
the city centre and surrounding areas including the hospital, university and station, taking pressure 
off bus services whose capacity was restricted by social distancing measures 
 
Cycle Lanes 
This scheme upgraded the previous advisory cycle lanes that were intermittent on both sides of 
London Road in Gloucester (from its junction with Cheltenham Road up to the pedestrian crossing 
east of its junction with Great Western Road) and installed new cycle lanes along Cheltenham 
Road (from the Estcourt Road roundabout down to its junction with London Road) using 2 metre 
wide 24-hour mandatory cycle lanes.  These cycle lanes have been coloured green to make them 
more visible to all road users. 
 
Waiting Restrictions 
To allow the continuous cycle lanes on London Road, as well as provide sufficient safe lane 
widths, the waiting and loading restrictions along the affected sections of the B4063 London Road 
were suspended and changed to No Waiting at Any Time/No Loading at Any Time by temporary 
traffic regulations. To off-set the loss of parking spaces on the westbound carriageway of London 
Road, additional compensatory parking bays have been introduced along Hyde Lane, Heathville 
Road and Denmark Road for use by residents, visitors and hotel guests.  GCC ensured that there 



 
 
was an overall increase in the number of designated parking spaces in the area compared with the 
previous parking provision and all relocated parking is within a short walk of the previous parking 
spaces on London Road. 
 
A number of these parking bays in Denmark Road and Hyde Lane have been allocated for use by 
people living in or visiting eligible properties on London Road. To facilitate the changes, permits 
have been issued free of charge to the permit holders together with 25 free visitor permits. Subject 
to the changes being made permanent, this offer will be extended for a further year before the 
permit fees are brought in line with GCC’s standard permit terms and conditions.   
 
Loading Only Bays 
To assist local businesses and to compensate for the loading bay being suspended along London 
Road outside Tesco Express, new loading bays have been introduced nearby in side roads, along 
Oxford Street and Claremont Road, under temporary traffic regulations. 
  
Cheltenham Road Bus Lane 
To facilitate the new mandatory cycle lanes, the bus lane along the B4063 Cheltenham Road was 
suspended by temporary traffic regulations and replaced by a No Waiting at any Time/No Loading 
at any Time restriction on both sides of the road. 
 
Permanent Scheme 
The whole scheme was originally implemented as a trial under temporary traffic regulations and 
any existing restrictions were suspended for the duration of the trial. Due to careful monitoring of 
local feedback during the trial, several amendments were made to the temporary scheme using 
further temporary traffic regulations in response to informal representations received from 
members of the public.  
 
This scheme has presented significant improvements for both pedestrians and cyclists in terms of 
both safety and convenience. Two new zebra crossings for pedestrians have already been 
permanently introduced along London Road as well as a raised junction table on Claremont Road 
at its junction with London Road.  Central islands and a number of small footway buildouts have 
also been removed to facilitate the cycle lanes. 
 
It is now proposed to make the final version scheme permanent, as well as extend the mandatory 
cycle lanes further along both sides of London Road to its junction with Black Dog Way, with 
accompanying No Waiting at Any Time/No Loading at Any Time restrictions which will form part of 
the wider improvements for Gloucestershire’s cycle strategies. This means that any existing 
suspended restrictions will be revoked and permanently replaced with the new restrictions. 
 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
The specific grounds which the County Council are using for the implementation of the proposed 
scheme as above are encompassed in the following sections of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984: 
 
Section 1(a) - for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the road or any other road or for 
preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising, and 
 
Section 1(c) - for facilitating the passage on the road or any other road of any class of traffic 
(including pedestrians), and 
 



 
 
Section 1(d) - for preventing the use of the road by vehicular traffic of a kind which, or its use by 
vehicular traffic in a manner which, is unsuitable having regard to the existing character of the road 
or adjoining property, and 
 
Section 1(f) - for preserving or improving the amenities of the area through which the road runs. 
 
In addition, thorough consideration was given to the factors set out in Section 122 of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 in proposing this Traffic Regulation Order. 
 
Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2016 
All of the associated signing and lining will be in accordance with traffic signs regulations and 
general directions 2016. 
 
Equality Act 2010 
Thorough consideration was given to the equalities duty of the County Council under Section 149 
of the Equality Act 2010. 
 
 


