
STATEMENT OF REASONS 

Proposed Traffic Regulation Orders in Cirencester Market Place and Town Centre 

The Proposal 

Gloucestershire County Council (GCC), working in partnership with Cirencester Town 
Council (CTC), is proposing a number of improvements to the Market Place parking and 
traffic controls, which were originally put in place in 2017. The proposals include 
alterations to waiting, loading and parking arrangements, one way traffic restrictions, no 
entries and prohibition of right turn restrictions.  

Waiting, Loading and Parking Restrictions 

The waiting, loading and parking alterations are being proposed under section 1 of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (RTRA 1984) which allows GCC to take action to 
‘preserve or improve the amenities of the area through which the road runs’. The 
proposals are as follows: 

 Extension of the existing Restricted Parking Zone (No Loading except in signed 
bays): Cricklade Street, Dyer Street, West Way 
Note: A Restricted Parking Zone (RPZ) is an area wide restriction, to control 
parking without the need for yellow line markings. The zone entry and exit signs 
indicate the start and end of the restrictions. Signed bays are marked out within 
the RPZ that indicate the areas that allow parking and loading. Parking and 
loading is not allowed outside these bays. 

The new or amended signed and marked parking bays within the RPZ are proposed as 
follows: 

 Pay & Display Maximum Stay 2hrs, 8.00am – 6.00pm: Castle Street, Dyer Street 
 Disabled badge holders only: Castle Street, Dyer Street, Market Place, West Way 
 Loading Only 8.00am - 6.00pm: Castle Street, Cricklade Street, Dyer Street, 

Market Place, West Way 
 Taxis Only: Market Place 
 Cycle parking place: Cricklade Street 
 Motorcycles Only: Market Place 

In addition, the following restrictions are proposed outside of the extended RPZ:  

 Pay & Display Maximum Stay 2hrs, 8.00am – 6.00pm: Cricklade Street 
 Disabled badge holders only: Cricklade Street 
 Loading Only 8.00am - 6.00pm: Cricklade Street 
 No Waiting 8am-6.30pm/No Loading 8am-6.30pm: North Way, South Way 
 No Waiting at Any Time / No Loading at Any Time: Cricklade Street 

 
Restrictions on Traffic Movements 
 
The restrictions on traffic movements are proposed under Section 1 of the RTRA 1984 
which allows GCC to implement measures to ‘facilitate the passage on the road or any 
other road of any class of traffic (including pedestrians)’ and to ‘avoid danger to persons 
or other traffic using the road or any other road or for preventing the likelihood of any 
such danger arising’. This should encourage through traffic to avoid the Town Centre 



whilst supporting highway safety by reducing traffic speeds and volumes.  In order to 
facilitate this, the following Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) are proposed: 
 

 One Way traffic restriction – the prohibition of driving restriction for West Way to 
be revoked and a one way restriction introduced in a north-easterly direction from 
approximately 17m beyond its junctions with North Way and South Way to its 
junction with Cricklade Street.  Pedal Cycles will be allowed to travel both ways. 
 

 No Entry in to Cricklade Street in a southerly direction from its junction with 
Castle Street, West Market Place and Market Place. 
 

 No Entry in to Cricklade Street in a northerly direction from its junction with 
Ashcroft Road. 
 

 No Right Turn from West Way into Cricklade Street. 

The Reasons 

There has been a desire in Cirencester, over a number years, to reduce the dominance 
of cars and through traffic in the Market Place area. This desire has been expressed in 
town centre policy documents produced by Cotswold District and in the GCC Local 
Transport Plan as well as by local pressure groups, The Civic Society and Action 
Cirencester.  

In recent years CTC have taken the lead role on the matter, including introducing initial 
parking and traffic control to Market Place in 2017. GCC and CTC now want to further 
improve the Market Place area parking and traffic controls in response to the 2020 
Gloucestershire Local Transport Plans (2020-2041) ambitions and local demand. The 
Market Place Parking review by GCC and CTC proposes to improve accessibility for 
non-motorised users and improve overall road safety. 

It is hoped that the realignment and redistribution of on street car parking will prevent 
traffic circulating in the Market Place area, with drivers searching for car parking spaces. 
Car restrictions (No entry) on the northern corridor of Cricklade Street will reduce the 
likelihood of collisions and dangers to pedestrians. The subsequent reduction in car 
dominance in favour of pedestrians will create a greener, quieter and safer centre in line 
with local transport and neighbourhood ambitions. 

The parking proposals reflect the changes in traffic movements and propose parking and 
loading spaces in the area by adding new parking bays where possible. In order to 
support local businesses and residents, it is important that parking in the Market Place is 
convenient and easily accessible. Access for visitors and deliveries is maintained 
through the provision of loading and taxi bays within the Market Place.  

In terms of the operation of the highway network, the key proposed change is converting 
West Way (north) into a one-way road onto the Southern corridor of Cricklade Street. 
One-way streets reduce danger by eliminating likelihood of head-on crashes and by 
making it easier for pedestrians to cross the roads as they only have to watch for traffic 
coming in one direction. The impacts of the one-way street would therefore support local 
transport and neighbourhood active travel and safety ambitions.  

 

 



Further Information 

GCC has a duty under section 122 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 when 
making TROs to consider the expeditious, convenient and safe movement of traffic and 
other traffic. This has been a key part of this scheme as it is trying to promote the best 
use of the best routes for motorised traffic and pedestrians. 

Thorough consideration was given to the equalities duty of the County Council under 
Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010 (also see ‘Statement of Due Regard’). 

All signing and lining will be in accordance with the Traffic Signs Regulations & General 
Directions 2016. 

Consultation 

GCC and CTC have undertaken informal consultations regarding improvements to the 
Market Place parking and traffic controls, which were originally put in place in 2017.  

Local perspectives were gathered through a questionnaire, which was sent out to a 
group of key stakeholders in early 2021.  

Given the mixed feedback received and the confusion on the TROs parameters, the 
informal consultation was extended to include focus groups with four key groups:  

 Local businesses  
 Residents and the local community  
 Taxis  
 Accessibility and Blue Badges  

Several of the current proposals were suggested and supported specifically by members 
of the focus groups. The feedback received from these groups has helped to shape 
the updated proposals in the proposed plan. 

 


