
 
 
Statement of Reasons 
 

 

Proposed 20mph Speed Limit  
Castleford Hill, Chepstow 
 

Proposal 
The proposal is to reduce the existing 30mph speed limit on Castleford Hill north of the town of 
Chepstow to a 20mph speed limit.  
 
Reasons 
The scheme is being proposed in alignment with a wider scheme comprising a reduction of the 
existing 30mph speed limit to a 20mph speed limit in the town of Chepstow, which is being 
undertaken by Monmouthshire County Council. The proposal on Castleford Hill has been designed 
to ensure the new 20mph speed limit starts at a suitable point north of the bridge, rather than in 
the middle of it, at the England/Wales border. The proposed position of the new 20mph speed limit 
terminals provide good forward visibility, allowing drivers ample notice to reduce their speed prior 
to entry onto the bridge and into the town of Chepstow.  
 
As part of the assessment of the proposed 20mph speed limit, two Automatic Traffic Count (ATC) 
surveys were undertaken on Castleford Hill north of the bridge and on the bridge itself in order to 
ascertain whether a 20mph speed limit would be enforceable and complied with by drivers. The 
surveys demonstrated that the existing mean vehicle speeds on the bridge were within the 
Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) guideline intervention level of 24mph for a 20mph 
speed limit. The existing mean vehicle speeds north of the bridge were above the ACPO guideline 
intervention level for a 20mph speed limit, but this was to be expected with vehicles likely 
accelerating to catch the lights or to gain momentum up the incline if travelling westward. As such 
the police have been consulted and have raised no objections to the proposals.    
 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
The Council are proposing to implement the proposed 20mph speed limit under Section 84 and 
Part IV of Schedule 9 to the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984.  
 
More specifically, according to the Road Traffic Regulation Act (RTRA) 1984, it is the duty of a 
highway authority to ‘manage their road network’ and ‘to improve road safety’. Section 122 of the 
RTRA 1984 states that local authorities must, so far as is practicable, exercise their functions 
under the RTRA so as to ‘secure the expeditious, convenient and safe movement of traffic’.  
 
The proposals therefore accord with the 1984 Act by encouraging and allowing enforcement of 
reduced vehicle speeds.  
 
Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2016 
All of the associated signing will be in accordance with traffic signs regulations and general 
directions 2016. 
 
Equality Act 2010 
Thorough consideration was given to the equalities duty of the County Council under Section 149 
of the Equality Act 2010. 
 
Statutory Consultation 
A consultation process has been undertaken with all of the Statutory Consultees, including the 
Police, Emergency Services, Freight Transport Association, Road Haulage Association, the local 
Parish Council, Local Highways Manager and County Councillor. No objections have been raised.  


