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Fact File
World War II

WW2 was the second global conflict 
in the 20th century, taking place from 
1939 to 1945, about 30 years after 
WW1. It was the deadliest conflict in 
world history and most countries were 
involved in some way. 

The UK fought on the same side as 
the United States, Russia (after 1941), 
China and many other countries.

On the other side was Germany,  
Russia (until 1941), Japan and Italy

Evacuation
This is a picture of an evacuation 
register.

Some children lived in areas which 
were at high risk of being bombed. 
They were removed to safer areas. 
This was called ‘evacuation’. If you 
look carefully at the form, you will 
see that most children were fleeing 
cities. Many children spent several 
years living with a new family. 



People who stayed at home played a vital role in the war. 
They included those who were too young, old or unfit to  
become soldiers. Women were not allowed to fight.

Some men stayed at home because they were too important 
in war industries – this is where they made weapons,  
aeroplanes and radar. 

Some men were pacifists who refused to fight because they 
believed it is wrong to kill, even in wartime.

Bombing raids

This Luftwaffe map 
shows the area to 
be bombed in  
Hucclecote, 
Gloucester. The 
bombing areas 
are lined with 
red. Bombing of 
sites was generally 
aimed at weapons 
factories and mil-
itary sites such as 
airports. 

*The Luftwaffe was 
the name for the 
German air force

But it was not all about fighting!



The UK also needed people at home to prepare for invasion. 
This led to:

1. The evacuation of children and mothers with babies to 
areas less likely to be bombed

2. A military force at home to help protect the country 
should it be invaded 

3. Citizens to take over the jobs of men who went to war - 
such as working on farms or in factories 

Farming and food production

‘Dig for Victory’ was an important 
part of fighting the war. In the 
UK, civilians were encouraged to 
turn any garden or land into the 
production of food. 

Women took over the farm jobs 
when men left for the war.  
Children helped with tending to 
vegetable gardens at their homes, 
as well as helping with the 
 harvest. 

The Home Guard

May 1940, the government called for 
new home defence force – the Home 
Guard.

At the time of this photo (probably July 
1940) they had been issued with rifles 
but were still awaiting uniforms. It was 
made up from men unable to go to war, 
perhaps because they were too old or 
not well enough.



Games during the war

Children playing football in the 
street in the years after WWII

During WWII, children:

• Lied about their age and went to war 
• Gave their pocket money to help with the war 
• Girl Guides, Scouts and Sea Scouts helped with air raids 

and were even involved in spying! 
• Collected things like metal pans which could be made 

into machinery 
• Gathered food and helped with the harvest
• Encouraged adults to join the army and stick to the rules 

set by the government
• Were evacuated away from danger areas, often spending 

up to 6 years living with an unknown family! 

Evacuation

A Police War Reserve Constable helps 
young evacuees arriving at Gloucester 
Railway Station 1939

If you think children weren’t involved.... 

....you are wrong! 



Bombing

Bombed out family Stoneville 
Street 12 Dec 1940. Notice the 
lady wearing slippers – all they 
had left was what they were 
stood up in.  

Rationing

Rationing meant that food, 
drink and even materials were 
carefully given out and you 
didn’t get very much! It meant 
people had to be creative. 

The toys you see here were 
made by taking apart old jump-
ers! ‘Make do and mend’ was a 
common phrase at the time!

Ration books were given out, 
each one for a different item 
such as meat, clothing and but-
ter. They were stamped every 
time you had your share.



A WWII Game

During WWII, children and adults were taught to distrust and 
dislike the people they were fighting against. This paper game was 
aimed at children and asked them to fold the paper till they found 
the fifth pig.  

Hint! The ‘fifth pig’ is not a picture of a pig, but of a person they 
were meant to hate, the Leader of Germany. 

Cut out the picture and follow the folding instructions and find 
out who the fifth pig is! 
 



A Letter Home
Imagine you have been 

evacuated: moved away 
from your family, friends 
and the life you know in the 
city. You are now staying 
with a family you have never 
met before in the  
countryside. 

 Perhaps you are missing your  
family – and worried about the  
bombings. Or perhaps you are  
enjoying being in the countryside. My 
mum was evacuated from London 
during WW2 when she was 7 and saw 
a cow for the very first time!

Who would you write to? A parent, friend, brother or sister? Or perhaps a 
grandparent?



Make a WWII pudding
You will need:

• 8 oz of flour
• 2 level tsp (teaspoons) baking powder
• Salt
• 3oz fat
• 2oz sugar
• 3oz mashed potato
• ‘flavouring’ (anything you have: lemon or 

almond flavouring were sometimes used)
• Milk

Measurements of 
weight were in Pounds 
and Ounces – not 
Grammes and  
Kilogrammes like today. 
‘Ounce’ was shortened 
to ‘oz’ and 1oz was about 
30g (grammes).

Sugar was strictly 
rationed, so this recipe 
doesn’t use much at all. 
The fat was probably 
something like margarine 
or lard. 

To our tastes, this 
recipe might seem very 
stodgy and boring. But it 
would have been a treat 
when rationing was  
happening!

Method
• Rub the fat into the flour. 
• Add all the other ingredients. 
• Use enough milk to make a soft mixture (like 

cake mixture). 
• Grease a pudding basin – any big dish will do. 
• Cover it with foil or film
• Steam it in a big saucepan for an hour. 


